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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

What is it?
• Long-range assessment of 

needs & priorities
• Coordinates land use policies 

and capital projects
• Required for access to certain 

State funds 



WHY DO COMMUNITIES PLAN?

To preserve… 

and to improve.



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Required Elements
• Community Goals/ Vision Statement

What do we want the community 
to be like in the future?
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What must we do to make those 
goals a reality?
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How should our goals and needs 
shape land use policy?









COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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• List of Needs and Opportunities
• Broadband & Environmental Compliance
• Future Development Strategy
• Community Work Program

What actions can we take in the 
next five years?
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

• Surveys!
• Public Meetings  (6/30, 7/28)
• Stakeholder Committee
• Coordination with governments, DDA, et al
• Local govt. staff and officials
• Input is welcome anytime at GMRC



REGIONAL NEWS, TRENDS & ISSUES

• A Growing State / Region
• Economic Growth and Change
• Changing Demographics
• Changing Development Patterns
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• A Growing State / Region
• Economic Growth and Change
• Changing Demographics
• Changing Development Patterns
• Mas Agua, Por Favor!

COUNTY 2030 Projected* 2024 ESTIMATE 2050 Projected*

Dawson 33,149 33,748 47,753 

Habersham 52,399 49,665 58,008 

Lumpkin 36,639 36,016 46,570 

Towns 13,639 13,184 14,623

Union 29,968 27,601 32,249 

White 31,744 29,668 35,720 

Georgia 11,877,232 11,180,878 13,491,777 
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• Changing Demographics
• Changing Development Patterns
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Dawsonville & Gainesville
Growth up GA 400 & 365

GA 400,
Near Dahlonega



REGIONAL NEWS, TRENDS & ISSUES

• A Growing State / Region
• Economic Growth and Change
• Changing Demographics
• Changing Development Patterns
• Mas Agua, Por Favor!

• People are living longer
• Families = fewer kids + older parents
• Households are more flexible
• Housing options evolving
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OPEN DISCUSSION

Regional points to note

• Prevailing interest in staying rural, but…
• Some interest in optimizing economic opportunity
• Desire to retain affordable cost-of-living
• Minimize impacts of change (traffic, utilities…)
• Safety is a priority



OPEN DISCUSSION

When considering the future of your community…

• What do you want to preserve?

• What do you want to improve?



NEXT STEPS

• Take / Promote the survey

• Participate in public events  (6/30, 7/28)



QUESTIONS?

Adam Hazell, AICP
Director of Planning and Information Services
Georgia Mountains Regional Commission
ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov
www.gmrc.ga.gov

mailto:ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov
http://www.gmrc.ga.gov/
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