
 

 

CITY OF DAHLONEGA 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

March 23, 2026, 6:00 PM 

Gary McCullough Chambers, Dahlonega City Hall 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

(1.) Regular Meeting of October 25, 2025 
Rhonda Hansard, City Clerk 

 
IV. RECESS REGULAR MEETING FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

 
V. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

(1.) Lee and Jennifer House on behalf of the Feral Cat Program of Georgia aka The 
Friendly Feral Thrift Store have applied for a Sign Permit.  The business is 
located at 28 North Grove Street, Unit 200, Dahlonega, Georgia. 
Allison Martin, City Manager 

 
VI. ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING 

 
VII. RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

(1.) Lee and Jennifer House on behalf of the Feral Cat Program of Georgia aka The 
Friendly Feral Thrift Store have applied for a Sign Permit.  The business is 
located at 28 North Grove Street, Unit 200, Dahlonega, Georgia. 
Allison Martin, City Manager 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
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Agenda Memo 

 

DATE: 3/23/2026 

TITLE: COA 26-5 

PRESENTED BY: Allison Martin, City Manager 

PRIORITY Strategic Priority - Communication 

  

AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION 

Lee and Jennifer House on behalf of the Feral Cat Program of Georgia aka The Friendly Feral 
Thrift Store have applied for a sign permit.  The business is located at 28 North Grove Street, 
Unit 200, Dahlonega, Georgia. 

 

HISTORY/PAST ACTION 

None.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Denial as per Consultant’s Report. 

SUGGESTED MOTIONS 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Consultant’s Report and Sign Application. 
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City of Dahlonega Historic Preservation Commission 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application Review* 

 
Property Information:  Friendly Feral Thrift Store, 28 North Grove Street 
    Zoning: Central Business District; Tax Parcel: D11 216 
 
Applicant: Jennifer House 
 
Project Summary: Approval is requested for the addition of a new wall sign on the front 
elevation of the multi-tenant building housing the Friendly Feral Thrift Store. 
 
Date: March 11, 2026 
 
Project Description: 
The proposed project consists of the addition of a new wall sign on the front elevation of the multi-
tenant building housing the Friendly Feral Thrift Store. The one-story building contains at least one 
additional tenant. The building’s exterior appears to be finished with wood board-and-batten siding; 
the low-gabled roof is hidden behind stepped parapet walls; a wood-framed shed porch extends 
across the building’s front elevation. According to tax records, the building was constructed in 
1999. 
 
According to the Sign Permit Application, the proposed new wall sign will measure 3 feet by 4 feet. It 
will be constructed of high-density polyurethane foam attached to a wood base. (Confirm with 
applicant that these materials are correct.) The sign will feature the business name in black script 
outlined in yellow on a white background, with a red perimeter border and a yellow image of a cat 
on a red background in the upper left corner. The sign will be mounted on the parapet wall above 
the business’s main entrance and above the shed porch’s roof. 
 
Project Evaluation: 
The Dahlonega Historic District Design Guidelines discuss appropriate signage in the historic 
district but refer to the City’s Sign Ordinance for specific requirements that must be met. The 
following guidelines and ordinance sections apply to the addition of a new wall sign. 
 
Dahlonega Historic District Design Guidelines:  
Section 3.7 Signage – “All new signage in the Historic District must comply with the Dahlonega Sign 
Ordinance.” The design guidelines should be used in conjunction with the sign ordinance. 
Guideline 3.7.3 – “Sign size, shape, font styles, and color should conform to those traditionally used 
in the historic area.” New signs should be easily read and of simple design. An example of 
appropriate signage is shown. 

Based on other signs on businesses in the historic district, the proposed sign is similar 
to others in the district, is easily read, and is of simple design. However, the proposed 
sign size, font styles, and colors should be re-examined to meet requirements and 
produce a more compatible design. 
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  Friendly Feral, 28 North Grove Street 
 

2 

The City’s Code of Ordinances, Subpart B – Land Use and Land Development, Chapter 123 – Signs:  
Section 123-5 (b) Historic Commission Authority – “The historic commission, as established under 
the regulations of the City of Dahlonega, shall review for Certificates of Appropriateness all sign 
applications for wall signs within the B-3 district, the CBD and overlay districts that touch upon the 
CBD and B-3….” 
Section 123-6 (a) Area of Sign – “The area of a sign shall consist of the entire area of the sign, 
including any type border which may enclose the outer limits of any writing, representation, 
emblem, figure, or character.”  

The proposed 3-foot by 4-foot sign is 12 SF in total area. 
Section 123-6 (b) Sign Materials – “In B-3 and CBD, the exposed surfaces of all sign structures and 
supports shall be constructed using natural materials and should match local architectural styles. 
Natural materials include, but are not limited to, concrete, stucco, natural and painted wood, brick, 
stone or manmade materials such as metal and glass with similar texture and appearance that are 
considered appropriate to maintain the character of the existing building and structures on the 
property on which the sign is located.” 

The proposed sign is constructed of high-density polyurethane foam, which is not a 
natural material. The sign’s material should be changed to a natural material such as 
those included in the list above. 

Section 123-6 (d) Type Styles – “In B-3 and CBD, type styles are limited to those found in the 
ordinance from which this chapter is derived, or a style substantially similar.” 

The proposed fonts on the sign are similar to fonts in the list of approved type styles. 
The font type should be changed to a font in the approved list. Creative fonts can be 
encouraged as long as they are easily readable. (See Ordinance 2008-04 below) 

Section 123-7 (f) Wall and Mansard Signs – 4. “The total area for wall or mansard signage shall not 
exceed ten percent of the area of the building wall.” 6. “For buildings with multiple tenants having 
store fronts only, the facade rented by the tenant shall be considered as the wall area for a sign area 
calculation.” 

The total area of the business’s front elevation should be re-calculated to include only 
the area of the front façade that is rented by the tenant. The 8.5 feet by 70 feet 
calculated area does not seem to be correct. The center of the façade with the tallest 
section of parapet wall (which is above the business’s entrance) appears to be taller 
than 8.5 feet. Also, 70 feet seems to be measured across the building’s entire front 
façade. The entire area of the front elevation that includes only the space rented by the 
tenant, including the parapet wall above the shed porch roof, should be calculated. 
The appropriate sign size may be no more than 10% of that calculated area.  

 
Ordinance 2008-04, Amended September 17, 2015, Sign Ordinance: 
Attachment 1, Acceptable Type Styles for B3 and CBD Districts – “Many letter styles and original 
designs may be allowed but must be approved by the Historic Preservation Commission.” 
Suggested standard font styles that are considered appropriate are listed in this attachment to the 
ordinance. 

(See Section 123-6 (d) Type Styles above) 
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  Friendly Feral, 28 North Grove Street 
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Recommendation: 
Based on the Design Guidelines and the requirements in the Sign Ordinance, it is recommended 
that the application be denied as proposed. The following adjustments should be made to the 
proposal: 

• Re-calculate the front elevation area to include only the front façade of the part of the 
building that contains the Friendly Feral business. The size of the new wall sign may be no 
more than 10% of this re-calculated area. 

• Use a natural material to construct the wall sign rather than polyurethane foam. See the list 
of natural materials in the Sign Ordinance. 

• Consider using fonts from the approved list of type styles in the Sign Ordinance. 
• Consider examples of existing signs already approved by the HPC for guidance on design, 

fonts, and colors that are seen as compatible within the historic district. Downtown 
Dahlonega has a number of existing signs that are both creative and compatible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
              
*Reviewed by WLA Studio based on materials received from the applicant at the time of review. New 
information from the applicant and/or a site visit to the subject property may amend the recommendation.  
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Agenda Memo 

 

DATE: 3/23/2026 

TITLE: COA 26-5 

PRESENTED BY: Allison Martin, City Manager 

PRIORITY Strategic Priority - Communication 

  

AGENDA ITEM DESCRIPTION 

Lee and Jennifer House on behalf of the Feral Cat Program of Georgia aka The Friendly Feral 
Thrift Store have applied for a sign permit.  The business is located at 28 North Grove Street, 
Unit 200, Dahlonega, Georgia. 

 

HISTORY/PAST ACTION 

None.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Denial as per Consultant’s Report. 

SUGGESTED MOTIONS 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Consultant’s Report and Sign Application. 
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City of Dahlonega Historic Preservation Commission 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application Review* 

 
Property Information:  Friendly Feral Thrift Store, 28 North Grove Street 
    Zoning: Central Business District; Tax Parcel: D11 216 
 
Applicant: Jennifer House 
 
Project Summary: Approval is requested for the addition of a new wall sign on the front 
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tenant building housing the Friendly Feral Thrift Store. The one-story building contains at least one 
additional tenant. The building’s exterior appears to be finished with wood board-and-batten siding; 
the low-gabled roof is hidden behind stepped parapet walls; a wood-framed shed porch extends 
across the building’s front elevation. According to tax records, the building was constructed in 
1999. 
 
According to the Sign Permit Application, the proposed new wall sign will measure 3 feet by 4 feet. It 
will be constructed of high-density polyurethane foam attached to a wood base. (Confirm with 
applicant that these materials are correct.) The sign will feature the business name in black script 
outlined in yellow on a white background, with a red perimeter border and a yellow image of a cat 
on a red background in the upper left corner. The sign will be mounted on the parapet wall above 
the business’s main entrance and above the shed porch’s roof. 
 
Project Evaluation: 
The Dahlonega Historic District Design Guidelines discuss appropriate signage in the historic 
district but refer to the City’s Sign Ordinance for specific requirements that must be met. The 
following guidelines and ordinance sections apply to the addition of a new wall sign. 
 
Dahlonega Historic District Design Guidelines:  
Section 3.7 Signage – “All new signage in the Historic District must comply with the Dahlonega Sign 
Ordinance.” The design guidelines should be used in conjunction with the sign ordinance. 
Guideline 3.7.3 – “Sign size, shape, font styles, and color should conform to those traditionally used 
in the historic area.” New signs should be easily read and of simple design. An example of 
appropriate signage is shown. 

Based on other signs on businesses in the historic district, the proposed sign is similar 
to others in the district, is easily read, and is of simple design. However, the proposed 
sign size, font styles, and colors should be re-examined to meet requirements and 
produce a more compatible design. 
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  Friendly Feral, 28 North Grove Street 
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The City’s Code of Ordinances, Subpart B – Land Use and Land Development, Chapter 123 – Signs:  
Section 123-5 (b) Historic Commission Authority – “The historic commission, as established under 
the regulations of the City of Dahlonega, shall review for Certificates of Appropriateness all sign 
applications for wall signs within the B-3 district, the CBD and overlay districts that touch upon the 
CBD and B-3….” 
Section 123-6 (a) Area of Sign – “The area of a sign shall consist of the entire area of the sign, 
including any type border which may enclose the outer limits of any writing, representation, 
emblem, figure, or character.”  

The proposed 3-foot by 4-foot sign is 12 SF in total area. 
Section 123-6 (b) Sign Materials – “In B-3 and CBD, the exposed surfaces of all sign structures and 
supports shall be constructed using natural materials and should match local architectural styles. 
Natural materials include, but are not limited to, concrete, stucco, natural and painted wood, brick, 
stone or manmade materials such as metal and glass with similar texture and appearance that are 
considered appropriate to maintain the character of the existing building and structures on the 
property on which the sign is located.” 

The proposed sign is constructed of high-density polyurethane foam, which is not a 
natural material. The sign’s material should be changed to a natural material such as 
those included in the list above. 

Section 123-6 (d) Type Styles – “In B-3 and CBD, type styles are limited to those found in the 
ordinance from which this chapter is derived, or a style substantially similar.” 

The proposed fonts on the sign are similar to fonts in the list of approved type styles. 
The font type should be changed to a font in the approved list. Creative fonts can be 
encouraged as long as they are easily readable. (See Ordinance 2008-04 below) 

Section 123-7 (f) Wall and Mansard Signs – 4. “The total area for wall or mansard signage shall not 
exceed ten percent of the area of the building wall.” 6. “For buildings with multiple tenants having 
store fronts only, the facade rented by the tenant shall be considered as the wall area for a sign area 
calculation.” 

The total area of the business’s front elevation should be re-calculated to include only 
the area of the front façade that is rented by the tenant. The 8.5 feet by 70 feet 
calculated area does not seem to be correct. The center of the façade with the tallest 
section of parapet wall (which is above the business’s entrance) appears to be taller 
than 8.5 feet. Also, 70 feet seems to be measured across the building’s entire front 
façade. The entire area of the front elevation that includes only the space rented by the 
tenant, including the parapet wall above the shed porch roof, should be calculated. 
The appropriate sign size may be no more than 10% of that calculated area.  

 
Ordinance 2008-04, Amended September 17, 2015, Sign Ordinance: 
Attachment 1, Acceptable Type Styles for B3 and CBD Districts – “Many letter styles and original 
designs may be allowed but must be approved by the Historic Preservation Commission.” 
Suggested standard font styles that are considered appropriate are listed in this attachment to the 
ordinance. 

(See Section 123-6 (d) Type Styles above) 
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Recommendation: 
Based on the Design Guidelines and the requirements in the Sign Ordinance, it is recommended 
that the application be denied as proposed. The following adjustments should be made to the 
proposal: 

• Re-calculate the front elevation area to include only the front façade of the part of the 
building that contains the Friendly Feral business. The size of the new wall sign may be no 
more than 10% of this re-calculated area. 

• Use a natural material to construct the wall sign rather than polyurethane foam. See the list 
of natural materials in the Sign Ordinance. 

• Consider using fonts from the approved list of type styles in the Sign Ordinance. 
• Consider examples of existing signs already approved by the HPC for guidance on design, 

fonts, and colors that are seen as compatible within the historic district. Downtown 
Dahlonega has a number of existing signs that are both creative and compatible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
              
*Reviewed by WLA Studio based on materials received from the applicant at the time of review. New 
information from the applicant and/or a site visit to the subject property may amend the recommendation.  
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