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City of Dahlonega - Office of the City Clerk
FI‘RSTMA]ORUS.GOLDRUSH) Rhonda P- Hansard | GCCO, GCC

August 1, 2025

Welcome 2025 Election Candidates,

Thank you for your interest in the Dahlonega City Government, and congratulations on your decision to
participate in the 2025 Election Process. On November 4, 2025, Municipal Voters will elect Offices of
Mayor and Councilmember Posts 1, 2, and 3. Lumpkin County will conduct this election. Should a
Runoff Election be required, such Runoff will be held Tuesday, December 2, 2025. As the City Clerk of
Dahlonega, | serve as the Dahlonega Municipal Election Qualifying Officer and will qualify you as a
candidate. Please let me know if you have any questions throughout this process; all questions should
be directed to the City Clerk or the City Manager’s office.

About the Dahlonega City Council

The City of Dahlonega is governed by the Mayor and six (6) Council Members, who are not
geographically designated as districts traditionally are; therefore, each Dahlonega City Council Member
represents the City at large. Elected officials serve for a term of four (4) years, and until their respective
successors have been elected and qualified.

No person shall be eligible to serve as Mayor or Councilmember unless he or she: has been a resident of
the City for a period of one year immediately prior to the date of his or her election; continues to reside
within the City during his or her period of service; is registered and qualified to vote in municipal elections
of the City of Dahlonega; and, meets the qualification standards required for members of the Georgia
House of Representatives as are now or may in the future be prescribed by the Georgia Constitution.

The City Council generally meets in the Gary McCullough Council Chambers in Dahlonega City Hall (465
Riley Road) every first Monday of each month for Regular Meetings and every third Monday of each
month for Work Sessions. Special Called Meetings and Council Retreats are occasionally called
throughout the year in addition to regularly scheduled meetings.

About Qualifying for Elected Office at the City of Dahlonega

The Qualifying Period for the November 4, 2025 Election will begin on Tuesday, August 19, 2025 and end
on Thursday, August 21, 2025; each day, Qualifying Hours are from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and will take
place in the Gary McCullough Council Chambers in Dahlonega City Hall located at 465 Riley Road,
Dahlonega, Georgia 30533.

The Qualifying Fee for each Council Post is $144.00 and $270.00 for the Office of the Mayor. This
amount represents three percent (3%) of the previous years’ annual gross salary for the Council Post and
for the Office of the Mayor, respectively.

Candidates can qualify for only one Office or Post.

Candidates must submit the following during the Qualifying Period:

(1.) Notice of Candidacy and Affidavit.
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(2.) Payment of Qualifying Fee (cash, credit card, or check). Checks should be payable to “The
City of Dahlonega”.

In the event that a candidate pays his or her Qualifying Fee with a check that is
subsequently returned for insufficient funds, the Superintendent shall automatically find
that such candidate has not met the qualifications for holding the office being sought,
unless the bank, credit union, or other financial institution returning the check certifies in
writing by an Officer’s or Director’s Oath that the bank, credit union, or financial institution
erred in returning the check. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-6 (d)

(3.) Confirmation of Name on Ballot, City Website, and Official Documents along with contact
information. Please note that Rule 183-1-11-.02 regulates the appearance and length of a
candidate’s name.

Please be sure to bring valid photo identification. You must also submit a Declaration of Intent (DOI) prior
to accepting any campaign funds; if you wish, you may submit the DOI at time of Qualifying. An
Exemption Affidavit is also an option if you do not intend to spend or receive over $2,500.00.

All qualified candidates’ names will be posted on the City’s website once the Qualifying Period closes; be
mindful that the media generally requests this information and may publish it as well. Please be prepared
to provide email address information at the time of Qualifying and advise whether this information is
permitted to be listed on the City’s website so that voters may also contact you directly.

Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission

In addition to Qualifying candidates, | also receive your required forms and reports as mandated by State
Law. The Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission (formerly known as
the State Ethics Commission) coordinates these filings and sets the requirements and deadlines. For
your convenience, the required forms are also included in this Packet.

Candidates should familiarize themselves with all forms, publications, and requirements of
candidacy for public office as there are important documents and deadlines pertaining to all
candidates for public office which must be adhered to in order to avoid monetary fines. For more
information visit www.ethics.ga.gov or reach out to the GGTCFC at (404) 463-1980 or
gaethics@ethics.ga.gov. The Commission is located at 200 Piedmont Avenue SE, Suite 1416 West
Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334.

LINK: Local Candidate Information

As a friendly reminder, the local filing officer cannot do the following: complete documentation for the
candidate; give legal advice; show bias in assisting candidates; or, give advice or opinions on how to fill
out documentation.

Documentation Included In This Packet

(1.) Notice of Candidacy and Affidavit Form

(2.) Confirmation of Name on Ballot, City Website, and Official Documents Form
(3.) Declaration of Intent (DOI)

(4.) Information on Placement of Political Signs

(5.) State Elections Calendar

465 Riley Road | Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 | (706) 482-2710 | rhansard@dahlonega.gov
www.dahlonega.gov


http://www.ethics.ga.gov/
mailto:gaethics@ethics.ga.gov
https://ethics.ga.gov/candidate-information-local/

(6.) City of Dahlonega Charter: Article Il. Section 2.11 - Terms and Qualifications of Office and
Article V. Section 5.10 - Regular Election

(7.) City of Dahlonega Code of Ethics: Article IV. Division 1. - Generally
(8.) Campaign Filing Schedule

(9.) Forms and Disclosures Lingo

(10.) Sample Forms

(11.) Campaign Finance Act

Sincerely,

Lhionda P Hanaard

Rhonda P. Hansard | GCCO, GCC
Dahlonega Municipal Election Qualifying Officer
City Clerk
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TO:

Superintendent of Elections
of County/Municipality
State of Georgia

NOTICE OF CANDIDACY AND AFFIDAVIT
(COUNTY/MUNICIPALITY)

I, the undersigned, being first duly sworn on oath, do depose and say: my name is

my residence address is

(Street Number) (Street)

(City) (County) (State) (Zip Code) ’
my post office address is ;
my telephone number is ;

(Business) (Home)

my profession, business, or occupation (if any ) is

the name of my precinct is ; I am an elector of the county/municipality of my

residence eligible to vote in the election in which I am a candidate; the name of the office I am seeking is

; my date of birth is ; as of the general electon for this office,
(Circuit, District, or Post if Applicable)
I will have been a legal resident of the State of Georgia for  consecutive years; a legal resident of county for
consecutive years; a legal resident of my district (if applicable) for consecutive years; and
a legal resident of my circuit (if applicable) for consecutive years; I am a citizen of the United States;
I am eligible to hold such office; that I am a candidate for such office in the 1 ) to be held on the
(Election

day of , 20 ;

I have never been convicted and sentenced in any court of competent jurisdiction for fraudulent violation of primary or election laws,
malfeasance in office, or felony involving moral turpitude or conviction of domestic violence under the laws of this State, any other State,
or of the United States, or, if so convicted that my civil rights have been restored; and at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
completion of the sentence without subsequent conviction of another felony involving moral turpitude; I am not a defaulter

for any federal, state, county, municipal, or school system taxes required of such officeholder or candidate if such person has been finally
adjudicated by a court of competent jurisdiction to owe those taxes, but such ineligibility may be removed at any time by full payment
thereof, or by making payments to the tax authority pursuant to a payment plan, or under such other conditions as the General Assembly
may provide by general law (pursuant to Ga. Const. Art. II, Sec. II, paragraph III); I will not knowingly violate any provisions of the
Georgia Election Code (O.C.G.A. § 21-2) or of the rules or regulations adopted thereunder.

I understand that any false statement knowingly made by me in this Notice of Candidacy and Affidavit will subject me to criminal
penalties as provided by law and I hereby request you to cause my name to be placed on the ballots to be used in such election as
a candidate for the office I am seeking.

(Signature of Candidate)

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of ,20

(Notary Public)

My Commission Expires

(Required by Ga. Election Code O.C.G.A. § 21.2.132.)

I desire that my name appear on the ballot as follows Should I be elected, I desire that my name appear on official
(the surname of the candidate shall be as it appears documents as follows:
on the candidate’s voter registration card) :

(Please Print) (Please Print)

(over)



Check only one

1. ol am running in a special election for a partisan office and my party affiliation is

o I am running as a nonpartisan candidate.
o I am running as an independent candidate.

0 I am running to be the nominee of the Party (Body) nominated by:

[1 Convention;

[ Other (Specify method of nomination and statute and party rule governing and allowing such method of nomination):

2. [] I am required to file the above Notice followed by a nomination petition containing at least

valid signatures due ,

[] I am not required to submit a nomination petition pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 21-2-132, because I am:
[] Running as a nonpartisan candidate.
[C] Running as an incumbent.
[C] Running in a special election.

[] Running for a state-wide office nominated by a duly constituted political body convention.

3. [ hereby tender check/money order in the amount of $

NAME OF BANK:

CHECK NUMBER:

In the event that a candidate pays his or her qualifying fee with a check that is subsequently returned for insufficient funds, the
superintendent shall automatically find that such candidate has not met the qualifications for holding the office being sought, unless the
bank, credit union, or other financial institution returning the check certifies in writing by an officer's or director's oath that the bank,
credit union, or financial institution erred in returning the check as prescribed in O.C.G.A. § 21-2-6(d).

[ I hereby file a Pauper’s Affidavit, accompanied by a qualifying petition as prescribed in O.C.G.A. § 21-2-132(g), in

lieu of paying the qualifying fee.

NOTE: CANDIDATES FOR THE FOLLOWING OFFICESMUST FILE AN ADDITIONAL AFFIDAVIT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LISTED CODE SECTION AND MAY HAVE OTHER REQUIREMENTSIN ORDER
TO BE QUALIFIED TO SEEK OFFICE. CANDIDATES SHOULD REVIEW THE QUALIFICATIONSFOR THE
OFFICE FORWHICH THEY OFFER FOR ELECTION CAREFULLY.

CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT 0.C.G.A. § 15-6-50(b)(2)
JUDGE OF THE PROBATE COURT 0.C.G.A. § 15-9-2(2)(2)
SHERIFF 0.C.G.A. § 15-16-1(c)(2)
CORONER 0.C.G.A. § 45-16-1(b)(2)
TAX RECEIVER 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-210(b)(2)
TAX COLLECTOR 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-210(b)(2)
TAX COMMISSIONER 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-210(b)(2)

Form-NC-C&M-20
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FIRST MAJOR U.S. GOLD RUSH

MEMORANDUM

To: 2025 General Election Candidates

From: Rhonda Hansard, City Clerk

Date: July 28, 2025

Subject:  Confirmation of Name on Ballot, City Website, and Official Documents

Dear Candidates:

Please complete the following and return to the City of Dahlonega Municipal Qualifying Officer
during the Qualification Period.

1. | desire that my name appear on the ballot as follows:

(PRINT) Legibly and Initial Date

2. The phone numbers and addresses of all candidates who Qualify for office will be
published.

Phone Number to be Published

3. Would you also like your campaign website and email address published on the City’s
website? If yes, please provide the appropriate information below:

Campaign Website

Email Address

4. Should | be elected, | desire that my name appear on official documents as follows:

(PRINT) Legibly and Initial Date
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CFC Form DOI Rev 02/2020 LOCAL Filer ID:

Georgia Government Transparency & Campaign Finance Commission
200 Piedmont Avenue S.E. | Suite 1416 - West Tower | Atlanta Georgia, 30334

DECLARATION OF INTENTION TO ACCEPT CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS (FORM DOI) -
COUNTY/MUNICIPAL LEVEL FILERS

INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED - If form is handwritten, it must be legible.

Today’s Date:

2 Candidate
(full name):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone (optional): Email:

3 Name County/City: Party Affiliation (optional):

O Democrat M Non-Partisan

Name of Office Sought or Held: O Republican Clother

(include office, district, post, or judicial seat)

4 Next Election Year:

Complete sections 5 and 6 ONLY if you have a campaign committee.
This information does not register a campaign committee. (Please use Form RC to register.)

5 Campaign Committee
Chairperson (full name):

Address:

City, State, Zip

Email :

6 Treasurer
(full name):

Address:

City, State, Zip

Email :

| CERTIFY THAT THIS STATEMENT IS COMPLETE, TRUE AND ACCURATE.

Signature of Candidate Date

COUNTY/MUNICIPAL FILERS: File this form directly with the Local Filing Officer in your county and/or municipality
LOCAL FILING OFFICERS: Send a copy via email to localreports@ethics.ga.gov
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FIRST MAJOR U.S. GOLD RUSH

MEMORANDUM

To: 2025 General Election Candidates

From: Rhonda Hansard, City Clerk

Date: July 28, 2025

Subject:  Information on Placement of Political Signs

Dear Candidates:

The City of Dahlonega does not regulate the content of printed speech or media. Political and
campaign signs are classified as Standard Informational Signs or Banners based on their size,
location, and duration. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is cautioning state
and local political candidates to ensure roadside signs are not placed in the GDOT right-of-way
(ROW). On all other roads, the City of Dahlonega Code of Ordinances applies. Please
reference Chapter 123 of Subpart B - Land Use and Land Development for more information on
signage.

STANDARD INFORMATIONAL SIGNS
In addition to any other sign permitted by Chapter 123 of Subpart B - Land Use and Land
Development, two informational signs are allowed on a single lot, subject to the following:

(1.) Size Limitation - a.) for residential lots, a maximum size of six square feet of sign
area, with a cumulative square footage of 12 square feet. Maximum height of any
sign is three feet to the top of the sign; b.) for all nonresidential lots, signs shall be a
maximum height of any sign is five feet to the top of the sign.

(2.) Location - all signs shall have a minimum setback of ten feet rear and side from side
property lines. For front setback, the sign must be at least two feet outside of the
right-of-way. However, in no case will a sign be allowed to obscure vision at a street
or driveway intersection, or railway crossing. For traffic and pedestrian safety, signs
shall not be located within the triangular area on a corner lot formed by measuring 20
feet along both street side property lines from their intersection.

(3.) Function - a.) these signs are limited to a display of noncommercial speech or
commercial speech that pertains to a commercial enterprise located on the property,
such as a for sale sign, a sign reflecting the property's home occupation, a campaign
sign, a political sign, or a yard sale sign, by way of examples; b.) in the event that a
court should adjudge any part of this subsection of the Chapter a violation of the
Georgia or United States Constitutions or any other provision of law, it is the specific
intent of the City Council that this provision referencing a limitation to noncommercial
speech or commercial speech that pertains to a commercial enterprise located on
the property be omitted from the chapter and the remainder of the Chapter stay in
effect to regulate signs on property within the City. This severance section is in
addition to the legislative intent expressed elsewhere in this Chapter.
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(4.) Mounting devices - Informational Signs shall be mounted on metal frames that do not
exceed 74 inch in diameter or when mounted on frames of other material cannot
exceed three-fourths inch by 17 inch in size. No message may be written on the
mounting hardware, so that the entire message area of the sign is contained on the
sign face itself.

(5.) Lighting prohibited - Informational Signs may not be illuminated in any manner.
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Office of the Secretary of State
Elections Division

2025 ELECTION CALENDAR AND HIGHLIGHTS

While comprehensive, not all events are listed. The purpose of this calendar is to provide information on deadlines for election
activities. When the last day for the exercise of any privilege or discharge of any duty fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday,
the next succeeding business day shall be the last day to exercise such duty. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-14.

Click the link to access O.C.G.A. TITLE 21 — ELECTION CODE

REGISTRATION
ELECTION ELECTION DATE ADVANCE VOTING DATES DEADLINE
Special Election March 18, 2025 February 24 — March 14 2/18/2025
. . . As soon as possible, but no later
| El R ff April 15, 202 2/18/202
Special Election Runo pril 15, 2025 than April 7 - April 11 /18/2025
Special Primary Public Service
17, 202 May 27 — 1 19/202
Commissioner (PSC) /Special Election lune 025 ay june 13 S
Special Primary Runoff Public Service As soon as possible. but no later
Commissioner (PSC)/Special Election July 15, 2025 P ! 5/19/2025
than July 7 - July 11
Runoff
Special Election September 16, 2025 August 25 — September 12 8/18/2025
. . As soon as possible, but no later
Special Election Runoff October 14, 2025 than October 6 — October 10 8/18/2025
Municipal General /Special Election —
Public Service Commissioner (PSC) November 4, 2025 October 14 — October 31 10/6/2025
Municipal General /Special Election .
A | |
Runoff — Public Service Commissioner December 2, 2025 s soon as possible, but no later 10/6/2025
than November 24 — November 28
(PSC)

December 30, 2024 FIRST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE MARCH 18t SPECIAL ELECTION
Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

January 1, 2025 EARLIEST DAY FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATES TO FILE/PUBLISH NOTICE OF INTENT



https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=94a172b8-c3a3-4cc9-b2c9-d121b6f60863&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6348-FW71-DYB7-W2KB-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234187&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAVAAB&ecomp=g2vckkk&prid=b64da2a0-50ae-4823-bbb6-54733ac79457

Office of the Secretary of State
Elections Division

2025 ELECTION CALENDAR AND HIGHLIGHTS

No person elected on a write-in vote shall be eligible to hold office unless notice of his or
her intention of candidacy was filed and published no earlier than January 1 and no later
than the Tuesday after the first Monday in September prior to the election for county,
state, and federal elections; no later than seven days after the close of the qualifying
period for nonpartisan elections in the case of nonpartisan elections for state or county
offices; no later than seven days after the close of the municipal qualifying period for
municipal elections in the case of a general election; or no later than seven days after the
close of the special election qualifying period for a special election by the person to be a
write-in candidate or by some other person or group of persons qualified to vote in the
subject election, as follows: 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-133(a)

January 21, 2025

BALLOT INFORMATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE
The last day to submit ballot information for the March 18t Special Election.

February 1, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH QUALIFYING FEES
The last day for the Secretary of State and Election Superintendents to fix and publish

2025 qualifying fees for candidates running for federal, state, and local offices. 0.C.G.A. §
21-2-131(a)

February 10, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION
The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)

February 16, 2025

DEADLINE FOR PRECINCT BOUNDARY CHANGES FOR MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION




Office of the Secretary of State
Elections Division

2025 ELECTION CALENDAR AND HIGHLIGHTS

The bounds of a precinct shall not be altered during the period of 30 days prior to any
special primary or special election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-261(c)

February 17, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED IN PERSON
VOTING FOR MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

In an election or run-off election, each candidate shall be entitled to designate, at least
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for such election and run-

off election, one poll watcher for each location at which advance voting is conducted
pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 21-2-380. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A)

February 18, 2025 DEADLINE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR THE MARCH 18t
SPECIAL ELECTION AND RUNOFF

The last day for a person to register/change address and be eligible to vote in the special
election and runoff Only the electors who were duly registered to vote and not
subsequently deemed disqualified to vote in the election for candidates for that office
shall be entitled to vote therein. O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-224, 21-2-501, 21-2-218

February 18, 2025 LAST DAY TO ISSUE THE CALL FOR THE MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION
At least 29 days shall intervene between the call of a special election and the holding of
same. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-540(b)

February 21, 2025 DEADLINE TO SEND COPIES OF POLL WATCHER DESIGNATION LETTERS TO
SUPERINTENDENT

At least three days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period, a copy of the
letter shall be delivered to the superintendent and the chief registrar of the county or
municipality in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A); SEB Rule
183-1-13-.03

LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING FOR ADVANCED IN PERSON
VOTING

Last day to begin voting equipment testing O.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
379.25; SEB Rule 183-1-12-.08

Prior to DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS TO REGISTRAR OR ABSENTEE BALLOT CLERK




Office of the Secretary of State
Elections Division

2025 ELECTION CALENDAR AND HIGHLIGHTS

February 24, 2025 The superintendent shall, before the dates specified in 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2) prepare,
obtain, and deliver an adequate supply of official absentee ballots to the board of
registrars or absentee ballot clerk for use in the special election. Envelopes and other
supplies as required by this article may be ordered by the superintendent, the board of
registrars, or the absentee ballot clerk for use in the primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)(1)

February 24, 2025 FIRST DAY TO ISSUE ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR MARCH 18t" SPECIAL ELECTION
The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk shall mail or issue official absentee ballots

to all eligible applicants within three days after the receipt of such ballots and supplies,
but no earlier than 22 days prior to the election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2)

February 24, 2025 ADVANCED IN PERSON VOTING BEGINS FOR THE MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence on the fourth Monday
immediately prior to each primary or election and as soon as possible prior to a runoff
and shall end on the Friday immediately prior to such primary, election, or runoff.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

March 1, 2025 MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

March 2, 2025 OPTIONAL SUNDAY VOTING FOR THE MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

Voting may be conducted if the board of registrars so chooses on the second and third
Sunday, or both the second and third Sundays prior to a primary or election during hours
determined by the registrar or absentee ballot clerk, but no longer than 7:00 A.M.
through 7:00 P.M. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

March 3, 2025 EARLY PROCESSING BEGINS FOR THE MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

Beginning at 8:00 A.M. on the third Monday prior to the day of the primary, election, or
runoff, the election superintendent shall be authorized to open the outer oath envelope
of absentee ballots that have been verified and accepted pursuant to subparagraph
(a)(2)(B) of this Code section, remove the contents of such outer envelope, or to open the
inner envelope marked 'Official Absentee Ballot’ and scan the absentee ballot using one
or more ballot scanners .0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(2)(A)




Office of the Secretary of State
Elections Division

2025 ELECTION CALENDAR AND HIGHLIGHTS

March 7, 2025 LAST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION
Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

March 8, 2025 MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE MARCH 18t GENERAL/SPECIAL ELECTION
Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

March 10, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF SAMPLE BALLOT

At least ten days before a special primary or election, the superintendent shall place on
public exhibition, in such place and at such times as the superintendent shall deem most
suitable for the information and instruction of the electors, a sample ballot to be used in
such election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.8(b)

March 11, 2025 DEADLINE TO PUBLISH CONSOLIDATION NOTICE FOR MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

The superintendent shall give at least one week’s notice of the time and place for the
computation and canvassing of the returns by publishing the notice in a conspicuous place
in the superintendent’s office. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-492

March 11, 2025 DEADLINE FOR NOTICE OF INTENT TO TABULATE EARLY

If the county election superintendent chooses to open the inner envelopes and begin
tabulating such ballots prior to the close of the polls on the day of the primary, election or
runoff, the superintendent shall notify the Secretary of State, in writing, at least seven
days prior to the primary, election or runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(3)

March 11, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS

In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be
entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

March 13, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PREPARATION OF ELECTOR’S LIST
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The official list of electors eligible to vote in any primary or election shall be prepared and
completed at least five calendar days prior to the date the list is to be used for such
primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-224(f)

March 14, 2025 LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING
Last day to begin voting equipment testing for Election Day 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c);
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.25; SEB Rule 183-1-12-.08

March 14, 2025 LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

March 15, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATES TO SEND LETTERS TO DESIGNATED POLL WATCHERS

At least three days prior to the election, a copy of the letter shall be delivered to the
superintendent of the county in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
408(b)(1); SEB Rule 183-1-13-.08

March 18, 2025 DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
ELECTION DAY O.C.G.A. § 21-2-540 (c)(1)(A); Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE

Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and
absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
421

March 19, 2025 PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR

The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,
voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

March 21, 2025 DEADLINE FOR MARCH PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
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5:00 p.m. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)

ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE
Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

March 24, 2025 DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF MARCH 18t SPECIAL ELECTION
Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday

following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

March 25, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b);

March 26,2025 CONDUCT RISK LIMITING AUDIT

Through Local election superintendents shall conduct risk-limiting audit on one federal or state-
March 28, 2025 wide contests randomly selected by the Secretary of State during this period. O.C.G.A. §
*Tentative 21-2-498(b)(c)

March 26, 2025 DEADLINE TO REQUEST A RECOUNT FOR MARCH 18" SPECIAL ELECTION

Last day to request a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c). *A county may certify earlier than
the legal requirement. Request deadline is within two business days after certification.

March 31, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED VOTING
FOR THE APRIL 15" RUNOFF ELECTION
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In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be
entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408

March 31, 2025

DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

March 31, 2025

FIRST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE JUNE 17" SPECIAL
PRIMARY/SPECIAL ELECTION

Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

O.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

April 1, 2025 9:00 a.m.
through
April 3, 2025 12:00 noon

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION CANDIDATE QUALIFYING PERIOD

The period during which a candidate may qualify to run for the special primary and special
election for Public Service Commission Districts 2 and 3 shall be held on the eleventh
week prior to the date of such special election and shall remain open for a period of two
and one-half days. 0.C.G.A. § 46-2-1.1 (c); 21-2-123(d)(2)
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As soon as possible, but no
later than April 4, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR APRIL 15t RUNOFF ELECTION
The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)

As soon as possible, but no
later than April 7,2025

ADVANCED IN PERSON (EARLY) VOTING BEGINS FOR THE APRIL 15t RUNOFF

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence as soon as possible prior to
a runoff from any general primary or election but no later than the second Monday
immediately prior to such runoff. Advance voting shall be conducted during normal
business hours on weekdays during such period and during the second and third
Saturdays. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

As soon as possible

FIRST DAY TO MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR THE APRIL 15" RUNOFF

In the case of special elections, the board of registrars shall mail or issue official absentee
ballots to all eligible applicants as soon as possible prior to any runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)

April 8, 2025

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR APRIL 15 RUNOFF

ELECTION

In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be
entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
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election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

April 11, 2025

LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

April 11, 2025

LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)

April 15, 2025
ELECTION DAY

DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF
0O.C.G.A. § 21-2-501(a)(1). Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE
Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and

absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
421

April 16, 2025

PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR
The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,

voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)
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April 18, 2025 DEADLINE FOR APRIL RUNOFF PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)

ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE
Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

April 18, 2025 BALLOT INFORMATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE
The last day to submit ballot information for the June 17t Special Election.
April 21, 2025 DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF RESULTS

Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

April 22, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b);

April 23, 2025 DEADLINE FOR RECOUNT REQUEST BY CANDIDATE

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received by a candidate who has
been declared elected to an office in an election or is eligible for a runoff election and the
number of votes received by any other candidate not declared so elected or eligible for a
runoff is not more than one-half of 1 percent of the total votes cast for such office, the
losing candidate with the number of votes within this margin shall have the right to
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request a recount of votes if made in writing and within a period of two business days
following the certification of the election results. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c)

April 28, 2025

DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

May 12, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR JUNE 17thSPECIAL PRIMARY

The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or SPECIAL PRIMARY and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)

May 18, 2025

DEADLINE FOR PRECINCT BOUNDARY CHANGES FOR JUNE 17th SPECIAL PRIMARY

The bounds of a precinct shall not be altered during the period of 30 days prior to any
special primary or special election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-261(c)
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May 19, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED IN PERSON
VOTING FOR JUNE 17" SPECIAL PRIMARY

In an election or run-off election, each candidate shall be entitled to designate, at least
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for such election and run-
off election, one poll watcher for each location at which advance voting is conducted
pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 21-2-380. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A)

May 19, 2025 DEADLINE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR THE JUNE 17" SPECIAL
PRIMARY AND RUNOFF

The last day for a person to register/change address and be eligible to vote in the special
election and runoff. Only the electors who were duly registered to vote and not
subsequently deemed disqualified to vote in the election for candidates for that office
shall be entitled to vote therein. O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-224, 21-2-501, 21-2-218

May 19, 2025 LAST DAY TO ISSUE THE CALL FOR THE JUNE 17t" SPECIAL PRIMARY

At least 29 days shall intervene between the call of a special election and the holding of
same. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-540(b)

May 21, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b)

May 23, 2025 DEADLINE TO SEND COPIES OF POLL WATCHER DESIGNATION LETTERS TO
SUPERINTENDENT
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At least three days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period, a copy of the
letter shall be delivered to the superintendent and the chief registrar of the county or
municipality in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A); SEB Rule
183-1-13-.03

May 23, 2025 LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)

Prior to DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS TO REGISTRAR OR ABSENTEE BALLOT CLERK

May 26, 2025 The superintendent shall, before the dates specified in 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2) prepare,
obtain, and deliver an adequate supply of official absentee ballots to the board of
registrars or absentee ballot clerk for use in the special election. Envelopes and other
supplies as required by this article may be ordered by the superintendent, the board of
registrars, or the absentee ballot clerk for use in the primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)(1)

May 26, 2025 FIRST DAY TO ISSUE ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR JUNE 17th SPECIAL PRIMARY

The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk shall mail or issue official absentee ballots
to all eligible applicants within three days after the receipt of such ballots and supplies,
but no earlier than 22 days prior to the election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2)

May 27, 2025 ADVANCED IN PERSON VOTING BEGINS FOR THE JUNE 17" SPECIAL PRIMARY

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence on the fourth Monday
immediately prior to each primary or election and as soon as possible prior to a runoff
and shall end on the Friday immediately prior to such primary, election, or runoff.
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

May 31, 2025 MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE JUNE 17t SPECIAL PRIMARY

Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)
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June 1, 2025 OPTIONAL SUNDAY VOTING FOR THE JUNE 17t SPECIAL PRIMARY

Voting may be conducted if the board of registrars so chooses on the second and third
Sunday, or both the second and third Sundays prior to a primary or election during hours
determined by the registrar or absentee ballot clerk, but no longer than 7:00 A.M.
through 7:00 P.M. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

June 2, 2025 EARLY PROCESSING BEGINS FOR THE JUNE 17t SPECIAL PRIMARY

Beginning at 8:00 A.M. on the third Monday prior to the day of the primary, election, or
runoff, the election superintendent shall be authorized to open the outer oath envelope
of absentee ballots that have been verified and accepted pursuant to subparagraph
(a)(2)(B) of this Code section, remove the contents of such outer envelope, or to open the
inner envelope marked 'Official Absentee Ballot’ and scan the absentee ballot using one
or more ballot scanners .0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(2)(A)

June 6, 2025 LAST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE JUNE 17t SPECIAL
PRIMARY/SPECIAL ELECTION

Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

June 7, 2025 MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE JUNE 17" SPECIAL PRIMARY

Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

June 7, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF SAMPLE BALLOT

At least ten days before a special primary or election, the superintendent shall place on
public exhibition, in such place and at such times as the superintendent shall deem most
suitable for the information and instruction of the electors, a sample ballot to be used in
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such election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.8(b)

June 10, 2025 DEADLINE TO PUBLISH CONSOLIDATION NOTICE FOR JUNE 17" SPECIAL PRIMARY
The superintendent shall give at least one week’s notice of the time and place for the

computation and canvassing of the returns by publishing the notice in a conspicuous place
in the superintendent’s office. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-492

June 10, 2025 DEADLINE FOR NOTICE OF INTENT TO TABULATE EARLY

If the county election superintendent chooses to open the inner envelopes and begin
tabulating such ballots prior to the close of the polls on the day of the primary, election or
runoff, the superintendent shall notify the Secretary of State, in writing, at least seven
days prior to the primary, election or runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(3)

June 10, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS
In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be

entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

June 12, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PREPARATION OF ELECTOR’S LIST

The official list of electors eligible to vote in any primary or election shall be prepared and
completed at least five calendar days prior to the date the list is to be used for such
primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-224(f)

June 14, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATES TO SEND LETTERS TO DESIGNATED POLL WATCHERS

At least three days prior to the election, a copy of the letter shall be delivered to the
superintendent of the county in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
408(b)(1); SEB Rule 183-1-13-.03

June 14, 2025 LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
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political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)

June 13, 2025

LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR JUNE 17" SPECIAL PRIMARY
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

June 17, 2025
ELECTION DAY

DATE OF SPECIAL PRIMARY
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-540. Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE

Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and
absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
421

June 18, 2025
9:00 a.m.

PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR
The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,

voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

June 20, 2025

DEADLINE FOR PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)
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ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE

Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

June 23, 2025 DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF JUNE 17" SPECIAL PRIMARY
5:00 p.m.

Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

June 24, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b);

June 25, 2025 DEADLINE TO REQUEST A RECOUNT FOR JUNE 17t SPECIAL PRIMARY
Last day to request a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c). *A county may certify earlier than
the legal requirement. Request deadline is within two business days after certification.

June 26, 2025, to CONDUCT RISK LIMITING AUDIT
June 28, 2025 Local election superintendents shall conduct risk-limiting audit on one federal or state-
*Tentative wide contests randomly selected by the Secretary of State during this period. 0.C.G.A. §

21-2-498(b)(c)

June 30, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED VOTING
FOR THE JULY 15 SPECIAL PRIMARY RUNOFF

In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be
entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
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election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408

June 30, 2025

DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

June 30, 2025

FIRST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL
ELECTION

Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

As soon as possible, but no
later than July, 5, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR JULY 15" SPECIAL PRIMARY
RUNOFF

The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)
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As soon as possible, but no
later than July 7, 2025

ADVANCED IN PERSON (EARLY) VOTING BEGINS FOR THE JULY 15" SPECIAL PRIMARY
RUNOFF

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence as soon as possible prior to
a runoff from any general primary or election but no later than the second Monday
immediately prior to such runoff. Advance voting shall be conducted during normal
business hours on weekdays during such period and during the second and third
Saturdays. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

As soon as possible

FIRST DAY TO MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR THE JULY 15 SPECIAL PRIMARY RUNOFF
In the case of special elections, the board of registrars shall mail or issue official absentee

ballots to all eligible applicants as soon as possible prior to any runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)

July 8, 2025

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR JULY 15t SPECIAL
PRIMARY RUNOFF
In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be

entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

July 11, 2025

LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR SPECIAL PRIMARY RUNOFF
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

July 15, 2025
ELECTION DAY

DATE OF SPECIAL PRIMARY RUNOFF
0O.C.G.A. § 21-2-501(a)(1). Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE

Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and
absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
421
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July 16, 2025 PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR

The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,
voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

July 18, 2025 DEADLINE FOR JULY RUNOFF PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)

ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE

Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

July 18, 2025 BALLOT INFORMATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE
The last day to submit ballot information for the September 16t Special Election.

July 21, 2025 DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF JULY 15t SPECIAL PRIMARY RUNOFF
RESULTS

Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

July 21, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b);
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July 23, 2025

DEADLINE FOR RECOUNT REQUEST BY CANDIDATE

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received by a candidate who has
been declared elected to an office in an election or is eligible for a runoff election and the
number of votes received by any other candidate not declared so elected or eligible for a
runoff is not more than one-half of 1 percent of the total votes cast for such office, the
losing candidate with the number of votes within this margin shall have the right to
request a recount of votes if made in writing and within a period of two business days
following the certification of the election results. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c)

July 25, 2025

DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

August 11, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL
ELECTION

The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)
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August 14, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b)

August 17, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PRECINCT BOUNDARY CHANGES FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

The bounds of a precinct shall not be altered during the period of 30 days prior to any
special primary or special election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-261(c)

August 18, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED IN PERSON
VOTING FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

In an election or run-off election, each candidate shall be entitled to designate, at least
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for such election and run-
off election, one poll watcher for each location at which advance voting is conducted
pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 21-2-380. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A)

August 18, 2025 DEADLINE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16*"
SPECIAL ELECTION AND RUNOFF

The last day for a person to register/change address and be eligible to vote in the special
election and runoff Only the electors who were duly registered to vote and not
subsequently deemed disqualified to vote in the election for candidates for that office
shall be entitled to vote therein. 0.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-224, 21-2-501, 21-2-218

August 18, 2025 LAST DAY TO ISSUE THE CALL FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16'" SPECIAL ELECTION

At least 29 days shall intervene between the call of a special election and the holding of
same. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-540(b)
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August 18, 2025

FIRST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE NOVEMBER 4t
GENERAL/SPECIAL ELECTION

Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

August 18, 8:30 a.m. through
August 22, 4:30 p.m.

MUNICIPAL QUALIFYING PERIOD

Each candidate for municipal office or a designee shall file a notice of candidacy in the
office of the municipal superintendent of such candidate’s municipality during the
municipality’s qualifying period. Each municipal superintendent shall designate the days
of the qualifying period, which shall be no less than three days and no more than five
days. The days of the qualifying period shall be consecutive days. Qualifying periods shall
commence no earlier than 8:30 A.M. on the third Monday in August immediately
preceding the general election and shall end no later than 4:30 P.M. on the following
Friday; and, in the case of a special election, the municipal qualifying period shall
commence no earlier than the date of the call and shall end no later than 25 days prior to
the election. 21-2-132 (d)(4)

August 22, 2025

DEADLINE TO SEND COPIES OF POLL WATCHER DESIGNATION LETTERS TO
SUPERINTENDENT

At least three days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period, a copy of the
letter shall be delivered to the superintendent and the chief registrar of the county or
municipality in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A); SEB Rule
183-1-13-.03

August 22, 2025

LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)
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Prior to August 25, 2025

DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS TO REGISTRAR OR ABSENTEE BALLOT CLERK

The superintendent shall, before the dates specified in 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2) prepare,
obtain, and deliver an adequate supply of official absentee ballots to the board of
registrars or absentee ballot clerk for use in the special election. Envelopes and other
supplies as required by this article may be ordered by the superintendent, the board of
registrars, or the absentee ballot clerk for use in the primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)(1)

August 25, 2025

FIRST DAY TO ISSUE ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION
The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk shall mail or issue official absentee ballots

to all eligible applicants within three days after the receipt of such ballots and supplies,
but no earlier than 22 days prior to the election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2)

August 25, 2025

ADVANCED IN PERSON VOTING BEGINS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence on the fourth Monday
immediately prior to each primary or election and as soon as possible prior to a runoff
and shall end on the Friday immediately prior to such primary, election, or runoff.
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

August 30, 2025

MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

August 31, 2025

OPTIONAL SUNDAY VOTING FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

Voting may be conducted if the board of registrars so chooses on the second and third
Sunday, or both the second and third Sundays prior to a primary or election during hours
determined by the registrar or absentee ballot clerk, but no longer than 7:00 A.M.
through 7:00 P.M. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)
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September 1, 2025 EARLY PROCESSING BEGINS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

Beginning at 8:00 A.M. on the third Monday prior to the day of the primary, election, or
runoff, the election superintendent shall be authorized to open the outer oath envelope
of absentee ballots that have been verified and accepted pursuant to subparagraph
(a)(2)(B) of this Code section, remove the contents of such outer envelope, or to open the
inner envelope marked 'Official Absentee Ballot’ and scan the absentee ballot using one
or more ballot scanners .0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(2)(A)

September 5, 2025 LAST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL
ELECTION

Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

September 6, 2025 MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16" GENERAL/SPECIAL
ELECTION

Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

September 6, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF SAMPLE BALLOT

At least ten days before a special primary or election, the superintendent shall place on
public exhibition, in such place and at such times as the superintendent shall deem most
suitable for the information and instruction of the electors, a sample ballot to be used in
such election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.8(b)

September 9, 2025 DEADLINE TO PUBLISH CONSOLIDATION NOTICE FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION
The superintendent shall give at least one week’s notice of the time and place for the
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computation and canvassing of the returns by publishing the notice in a conspicuous place
in the superintendent’s office. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-492

September 9, 2025 DEADLINE FOR NOTICE OF INTENT TO TABULATE EARLY

If the county election superintendent chooses to open the inner envelopes and begin
tabulating such ballots prior to the close of the polls on the day of the primary, election or
runoff, the superintendent shall notify the Secretary of State, in writing, at least seven
days prior to the primary, election or runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(3)

September 9, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS
In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be

entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

September 11, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PREPARATION OF ELECTOR’S LIST

The official list of electors eligible to vote in any primary or election shall be prepared and
completed at least five calendar days prior to the date the list is to be used for such
primary or election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-224(f)

September 12, 2025 LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

September 13, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATES TO SEND LETTERS TO DESIGNATED POLL WATCHERS
At least three days prior to the election, a copy of the letter shall be delivered to the

superintendent of the county in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
408(b)(1); SEB Rule 183-1-13-.03
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September 13, 2025 LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)

September 16, 2025 DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
ELECTION DAY 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-540. Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE
Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and
absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-

421

September 17, 2025 PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR

2:00a.m. The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,
voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

September 19, 2025 DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)
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ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE
Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

September 22, 2025 DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION

Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

September 22, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b);

September 24, 2025, to CONDUCT RISK LIMITING AUDIT
September 26, 2025 Local election superintendents shall conduct risk-limiting audit on one federal or state-
*Tentative wide contests randomly selected by the Secretary of State during this period. 0.C.G.A. §

21-2-498(b)(c)

September 24, 2025 DEADLINE TO REQUEST A RECOUNT FOR SEPTEMBER 16" SPECIAL ELECTION
Last day to request a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c). *A county may certify earlier than
the legal requirement. Request deadline is within two business days after certification.

September 30, 2025 DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR NOVEMBER 4'" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
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The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)

As soon as possible, but no
later than October 3, 2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR OCTOBER 14t RUNOFF ELECTION
The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)

October 4, 2025

DEADLINE FOR PUBLISHING PUBLIC NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

Public notice of such elections shall be published by the governing authority of the
municipality in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality at least 30 days
prior to the elections. In addition, the municipality shall immediately transmit a copy of
such notice to the Secretary of State. 21-2-9(c)

October 5, 2025

DEADLINE FOR PRECINCT BOUNDARY CHANGES FOR NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
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The bounds of a precinct shall not be altered during the period of 30 days prior to any
special primary or special election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-261(c) Public notice of Municipal
General Election shall publish in a newspaper of gen circ in municipality at least 30 days.

October 6, 2025

DEADLINE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION/CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

The last day for a person to register/change address and be eligible to vote in the special
election and runoff Only the electors who were duly registered to vote and not
subsequently deemed disqualified to vote in the election for candidates for that office
shall be entitled to vote therein. O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-224, 21-2-501, 21-2-218

October 6, 2025

LAST DAY TO ISSUE THE CALL FOR THE NOVEMBER 4'" SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL
GENERAL ELECTION

At least 29 days shall intervene between the call of a special election and the holding of
same. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-540(b)

As soon as possible, but no
later than October 6

ADVANCED IN PERSON (EARLY) VOTING BEGINS FOR THE OCTOBER 14" RUNOFF

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence as soon as possible prior to
a runoff from any general primary or election but no later than the second Monday
immediately prior to such runoff. Advance voting shall be conducted during normal
business hours on weekdays during such period and during the second and third
Saturdays. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

October 7, 2025

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED IN PERSON
VOTING FOR NOVEMBER 4t" SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

In an election or run-off election, each candidate shall be entitled to designate, at least
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for such election and run-
off election, one poll watcher for each location at which advance voting is conducted
pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 21-2-380. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A)

October 7, 2025

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED VOTING
FOR THE OCTOBER 14" RUNOFF ELECTION
In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be

entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408
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October 7, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR OCTOBER 14" RUNOFF
ELECTION
In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be

entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

October 8, 2025 DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

As soon as possible FIRST DAY TO MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR THE OCTOBER 14" RUNOFF

In the case of special elections, the board of registrars shall mail or issue official absentee
ballots to all eligible applicants as soon as possible prior to any runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)

October 10, 2025 LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

October 10, 2025 DEADLINE TO SEND COPIES OF POLL WATCHER DESIGNATION LETTERS TO
SUPERINTENDENT

At least three days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period, a copy of the
letter shall be delivered to the superintendent and the chief registrar of the county or
municipality in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(3)(A); SEB Rule
183-1-13-.03

October 10, 2025 LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
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political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0O.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)

Prior to October 14, 2025

DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS TO REGISTRAR OR ABSENTEE BALLOT CLERK

The superintendent shall, before the dates specified in 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2) prepare,
obtain, and deliver an adequate supply of official absentee ballots to the board of
registrars or absentee ballot clerk for use in the special election. Envelopes and other
supplies as required by this article may be ordered by the superintendent, the board of
registrars, or the absentee ballot clerk for use in the primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)(1)

October 14, 2025

FIRST DAY TO ISSUE ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk shall mail or issue official absentee ballots

to all eligible applicants within three days after the receipt of such ballots and supplies,
but no earlier than 22 days prior to the election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-384(a)(2)

October 14, 2025

ADVANCED IN PERSON VOTING BEGINS FOR THE NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence on the fourth Monday
immediately prior to each primary or election and as soon as possible prior to a runoff
and shall end on the Friday immediately prior to such primary, election, or runoff.
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

October 14, 2025
ELECTION DAY

DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF
0O.C.G.A. § 21-2-501(a)(1) Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE
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Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and
absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
421

October 15, 2025
9:00 a.m.

PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR

The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,
voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

October 17, 2025

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER RUNOFF PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE
DOCUMENTATION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)

ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE
Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

October 18, 2025

MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE NOVEMBER 4t" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

October 19, 2025

OPTIONAL SUNDAY VOTING FOR THE NOVEMBER 4t" SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL
GENERAL ELECTION

Voting may be conducted if the board of registrars so chooses on the second and third
Sunday, or both the second and third Sundays prior to a primary or election during hours
determined by the registrar or absentee ballot clerk, but no longer than 7:00 A.M.
through 7:00 P.M. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

October 20, 2025

DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF RESULTS
Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
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following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

October 20, 2025 EARLY PROCESSING BEGINS FOR THE NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL
GENERAL ELECTION

Beginning at 8:00 A.M. on the third Monday prior to the day of the primary, election, or
runoff, the election superintendent shall be authorized to open the outer oath envelope
of absentee ballots that have been verified and accepted pursuant to subparagraph
(a)(2)(B) of this Code section, remove the contents of such outer envelope, or to open the
inner envelope marked 'Official Absentee Ballot’ and scan the absentee ballot using one
or more ballot scanners .0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(2)(A)

October 22, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b)

October 24, 2025 LAST DAY TO ACCEPT ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS FOR THE NOVEMBER 4t
GENERAL/SPECIAL ELECTION

Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-219 or for advance voting described in
subsection (d) if Code Section 21-2-385, not earlier than 78 days or less than 11 days prior
to the date of the primary or election, or runoff of either, in which the elector desires to
vote, any absentee elector may make, either by mail, facsimile transmission, by electronic
transmission, or in person in the registrar’s or absentee ballot clerk’s office, an application
for an official ballot of the elector’s precinct to be voted at such primary, election, or
runoff.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)

October 25, 2025 MANDATORY SATURDAY VOTING FOR THE NOVEMBER 4*" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
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Voting shall be conducted on the second and third Saturdays during the hours of 9:00
A.M. through 5:00 P.M. but no longer than 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-
385(d)(1)

October 25, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF SAMPLE BALLOT

At least ten days before a special primary or election, the superintendent shall place on
public exhibition, in such place and at such times as the superintendent shall deem most
suitable for the information and instruction of the electors, a sample ballot to be used in
such election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.8(b)

October 28, 2025 DEADLINE TO PUBLISH CONSOLIDATION NOTICE FOR NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

The superintendent shall give at least one week’s notice of the time and place for the

computation and canvassing of the returns by publishing the notice in a conspicuous place
in the superintendent’s office. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-492

October 28, 2025 DEADLINE FOR NOTICE OF INTENT TO TABULATE EARLY

If the county election superintendent chooses to open the inner envelopes and begin
tabulating such ballots prior to the close of the polls on the day of the primary, election or
runoff, the superintendent shall notify the Secretary of State, in writing, at least seven
days prior to the primary, election or runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(3)

October 28, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS

In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be
entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

October 30, 2025 DEADLINE FOR PREPARATION OF ELECTOR'S LIST

The official list of electors eligible to vote in any primary or election shall be prepared and
completed at least five calendar days prior to the date the list is to be used for such
primary or election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-224(f)
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October 31, 2025 LAST DAY TO COMMENCE LOGIC & ACCURACY TESTING

The last day for the superintendent to test each direct recording electronic unit and
memory card to confirm that the direct recording electronic units and the memory cards
are in proper working order is the third day preceding the election. Representatives of
political parties and bodies, media and the public shall be permitted to observe the tests.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-379.6(c); SEB Rule 183-1-12(.03)

October 31, 2025 LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL
GENERAL ELECTION

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

November 1, 2025 DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATES TO SEND LETTERS TO DESIGNATED POLL WATCHERS
At least three days prior to the election, a copy of the letter shall be delivered to the

superintendent of the county in which the poll watcher is to serve. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
408(b)(1); SEB Rule 183-1-13-.03

November 4, 2025 DEADLINE FOR RECOUNT REQUEST BY CANDIDATE

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received by a candidate who has
been declared elected to an office in an election or is eligible for a runoff election and the
number of votes received by any other candidate not declared so elected or eligible for a
runoff is not more than one-half of 1 percent of the total votes cast for such office, the
losing candidate with the number of votes within this margin shall have the right to
request a recount of votes if made in writing and within a period of two business days
following the certification of the election results. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c)

November 4, 2025 DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
ELECTION DAY 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-9(c) ©870.C.G.A. § 21-2-540.98: Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE
Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and

absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
421
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November 5, 2025

DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

November 5, 2025
9:00 a.m.

PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR
The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,

voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

November 7, 2025

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)

ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE
Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

November 10, 2025

DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL
ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION

Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)

November 11, 2025

COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
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precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b)

November 12, 2025 to
November 14, 2025
*Tentative

CONDUCT RISK LIMITING AUDIT

Local election superintendents shall conduct risk-limiting audit on one federal or state-
wide contests randomly selected by the Secretary of State during this period. O.C.G.A. §
21-2-498(b)(c)

November 12, 2025

DEADLINE TO REQUEST A RECOUNT FOR NOVEMBER 4" SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL
GENERAL ELECTION

Last day to request a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c). *A county may certify earlier than
the legal requirement. Request deadline is within two business days after certification.

November 15, 2025

DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

November 17, 2025

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR ADVANCED VOTING
FOR THE DECEMBER 2" RUNOFF ELECTION

In an election or run-off election, candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be

entitled to designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such
election or run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408

As soon as possible, but no
later than November 21,
2025

DEADLINE TO PUBLISH ADVANCE VOTING NOTICE FOR DECEMBER 2" RUNOFF
ELECTION

The board of registrars shall publish the dates, times, and locations of the availability of
advance voting in its jurisdiction on the homepage of the county's publicly accessible
website associated with elections or registrations, or if the county does not have such a
website, in a newspaper of general circulation, and by posting in a prominent location in
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the county, no later than 14 days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for a
general primary, special primary, general election, or special election and no later than
seven days prior to the beginning of the advance voting period for any run-off election.
Any new advance voting locations added after that deadline shall be published in the
same manner as soon as possible. The board of registrars shall not remove any advance
voting location after the notice of such location is published, except in the case of an
emergency or unavoidable event that renders a location unavailable for use.

0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(3)

As soon as possible, but no
later than November 24,
2025

ADVANCED IN PERSON (EARLY) VOTING BEGINS FOR THE DECEMBER 2" RUNOFF
ELECTION

There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence as soon as possible prior to
a runoff from any general primary or election but no later than the second Monday
immediately prior to such runoff. Advance voting shall be conducted during normal
business hours on weekdays during such period and during the second and third
Saturdays. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

As soon as possible

FIRST DAY TO MAIL ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR DECEMBER 2" RUNOFF ELECTION

In the case of special elections, the board of registrars shall mail or issue official absentee
ballots to all eligible applicants as soon as possible prior to any runoff. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
384(a)

November 25, 2025

DEADLINE FOR CANDIDATE TO DESIGNATE POLL WATCHERS FOR DECEMBER 2™
RUNOFF ELECTION Candidates running in a nonpartisan election shall be entitled to

designate one poll watcher in each precinct, at least seven days prior to such election or
run-off election. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-408(b)(1)

November 26, 2025

LAST DAY OF ADVANCE VOTING FOR SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION
RUNOFF
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)

December 2, 2025
ELECTION DAY

DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION RUNOFF
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-501(a)(1). Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND SUPERINTENDENT TO REMAIN OPEN
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County election office(s) to remain open until completion of their duties. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-
490

BALLOT CAST REPORT DUE
Report due by 11:59 p.m. of total number of ballots cast, including provisional ballots, and
absentee-by-mail ballots received by the close of polls to the registrar. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-

421

December 3, 2025 PROVISIONAL BALLOT FORMS DUE TO REGISTRAR

9:00a.m. The election superintendent shall provide to the registrar all provisional voter certificates,
voter registration forms and the provisional numbered list no later than 9:00 a.m. on the
day following the election. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(b), SEB Rule 183-1-12-.18 (10)

December 5, 2025 DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER RUNOFF PROVISIONAL VOTERS TO PROVIDE
DOCUMENTATION
0.C.G.A. § 21-2-419(c)(1)(2)(3)
ABSENTEE BALLOT CURE DEADLINE
Last day voters can cure timely submitted absentee ballots for missing signature or
information mismatch. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-386(a)(1)(C)

December 8, 2025 DEADLINE FOR COUNTY CERTIFICATION OF SPECIAL ELECTION/MUNICIPAL GENERAL

ELECTION ELECTION RUNOFF RESULTS

Returns shall be certified by the superintendent not later than 5:00 P.M. on the Monday
following the date on which such election was held, and such returns shall be immediately
transmitted to the Secretary of State. O.C.G.A. §21-2-493(k)
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December 10, 2025 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT

As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b);

December 10, 2025 DEADLINE FOR RECOUNT REQUEST BY CANDIDATE

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received by a candidate who has
been declared elected to an office in an election or is eligible for a runoff election and the
number of votes received by any other candidate not declared so elected or eligible for a
runoff is not more than one-half of 1 percent of the total votes cast for such office, the
losing candidate with the number of votes within this margin shall have the right to
request a recount of votes if made in writing and within a period of two business days
following the certification of the election results. 0.C.G.A. § 21-2-495(c)

December 13, 2025 DEADLINE TO CONTEST ELECTION RESULTS

A petition to contest the result of a primary shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the
superior court having jurisdiction within five days after the certification of election returns
by the election official having responsibility for taking such action or within five days after
certification of the returns following a recount. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-524

January 7, 2026 COUNTIES TO BEGIN RECONCILIATION OF BALLOTS CAST/VOTER CREDIT
As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election results,
the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation report
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that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in the
precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit for
voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any
discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the
aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully
investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any
discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. County reconciliation deadline:
SEB Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 21-2-421(b)
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Sec. 2.11. - Terms and qualifications of office.

Except as otherwise provided in Section 5.10 of this charter, the terms of office of the mayor and
councilmembers which begin on or after January 1, 2001, shall be for a period of four years and until their
respective successors have been elected and qualified. No person shall be eligible to serve as mayor or
councilmember unless he or she: (1) has been a resident of the city for a period of one year immediately
prior to the date of his or her election; (2) continues to reside within the city during his or her period of
service; (3) is registered and qualified to vote in municipal elections of the City of Dahlonega; and (4) meets
the qualification standards required for members of the Georgia House of Representatives as are now or

may in the future be prescribed by the Georgia Constitution.

(2000 Ga. Laws (Act No. 510), page 3591, 8 1)

about:blank
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Sec. 5.10. - Regular election.

about:blank

(@)

(b)

(0)

The mayor and councilmembers of the City of Dahlonega who are serving as such on the effective
date of this Act and any person selected to fill a vacancy in any such office shall continue to serve
as such members until the regular expiration of their respective terms of office and upon the
election and qualification of their respective successors. On and after the effective date of this
Act, the city council shall consist of six members, all of whom shall be elected at large as provided

in this section, and the mayor who is elected at large as provided in this section.

For purposes of electing members of the city council, the City of Dahlonega shall consist of one
election district with numbered posts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Each person seeking election as a

councilmember shall designate the post for which such person seeks election.

In order to be elected as a member of the city council from a council district, a person must
receive a plurality of votes cast for that office in the entire city. At the time of qualifying for
election as a member of the city council, each candidate for such office shall specify the post for
which that person is a candidate. A person elected or appointed as a member of the city council
must continue to reside in the city during that person's term of office or that office shall become

vacant.

The mayor may reside anywhere within the City of Dahlonega and, if elected, must receive a
plurality of votes cast for that office in the entire city. The mayor must continue to reside within

the city during that person's term of office or that office shall become vacant.

(e) (1) Larry Crowel, the member of the council elected at the November, 2001, general election, shall

be designated to be serving from and representing Post 1.

(2) Guy Laboa, the member of the council elected at the November, 2001, general election, shall
be designated to be serving from and representing Post 2.
(3) Dudley Owens, the member of the council elected at the November, 2001, general election,

shall be designated to be serving from and representing Post 3.

(4) Michael Clemons, the member of the council elected at the November, 2003, general election,

shall be designated to be serving from and representing Post 4.

(5) Bill Northquest, the member of the council elected at the November, 2003, general election,
shall be designated to be serving from and representing Post 5.

(6) Terry Peters, the member of the council elected at the November, 2003, general election, shall
be designated to be serving from and representing Post 6.

(7) The mayor and the members of the council representing Post 1, Post 2, and Post 3 shall be
elected at the municipal general election on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in

November, 2005, and quadrennially thereafter, and shall take office on the first day of January

12
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immediately following their election for terms of four years and until their successors are elected and
qualified.

(8) The members of the council representing Post 4, Post 5, [and] Post 6 shall be elected at the
municipal general election on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in November, 2007,
and quadrennially thereafter and shall take office on the first day of January immediately
following their election for terms of four years and until their successors are elected and

qualified.

(2000 Ga. Laws (Act No 510), page 3591, § 2; 2005 Ga. Laws (Act No. 211), page 3735, § 1)

about:blank 2/2
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DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY

Sec. 2-73. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning;:

City councilmember or member of the governing authority means any person who is an elected official,

including the mayor, of the city.
Employee means any person who is a full-time or part-time employee of the city.
Government, governing authority or city means the City of Dahlonega, Georgia, government.
Negligible value means something having a monetary value of not more than $100.00.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, 8 1, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-74. - Intent.

It is the intent of this article that city councilmembers and employees avoid any action whether or not
specifically prohibited which might result in, or create the appearance of, the following:
(1) Using public office for private gain;
(2) Impeding government efficiency or economy; or

(3) Affecting adversely the confidence of the public in the integrity of the government.
(Ord. No. 2004-3, 8 2, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-75. - Acceptance of gifts.

(a) City councilmembers shall not solicit or accept directly or indirectly anything of greater than

negligible value from any person, corporation, or group which:

(1) Has, or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with the
city;

(2) In exchange for the thing of value, seeks to have a councilmember exercise a matter of
discretion in his favor;

(3) In exchange for the thing of value, seeks to have interests which may be affected by the
performance or nonperformance of the official duty of the councilmember.

(b) This section shall not apply to campaign contributions which shall be reported in accordance with
state laws, and for the purposes of this section, incidental acceptance of gifts without evidence of

unethical intent in amounts not exceeding $100.00 in value shall be deemed excluded from the
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activity proscribed in this section.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 3, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-76. - Financial interests of councilmembers.

(a) City councilmembers may not:

(1) Have direct or indirect financial interests that conflict substantially with their responsibilities

and duties as government servants; or

(2) Engage in, directly or indirectly, financial transactions as a result of, or primarily relying upon,
information obtained from their office. Aside from these restrictions, city councilmembers are
free to engage in lawful financial transactions to the same extent as private citizens.

(b) The term "interest" means any direct pecuniary benefit, which is not a remote interest held by or
accruing to a member of the city council as a result of a contract or transaction that is or may be
the subject of an official act or action by or with the city. A member of the city council shall be

deemed to have an interest in transactions involving:
(1) Any person in the member's immediate family;

(2) Any person with whom a contractual relationship exists whereby the member may receive
any payment or other benefits unless the member is receiving a benefit for goods or services
in the normal course of business for which the member has paid a commercially reasonable
rate;

(3) Any business in which the member is a director, officer, employee, agent, or shareholder,

except as otherwise provided herein; or
(4) Any person of whom the member is a creditor, whether secured or unsecured.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 4, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-77. - Use of public property.

A city councilmember shall not use government property of any kind for other than officially approved

activities, nor shall he direct employees to use such property for these purposes.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, 8 5, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-78. - Use of confidential information.

A city councilmember shall not directly or indirectly make use of, or permit others to make use of, for the

purpose of furthering a private interest, official information not made available to the general public.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 6, 7-12-2004)
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Sec. 2-79. - Coercion by councilmembers.

A city councilmember shall not use his position in any way to coerce, or give the appearance of coercing,
another person to provide any financial benefit to him or persons within his immediate family, or those with

whom a councilmember has business or financial ties.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 7, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-80. - Voting in matters of personal interest.

A city councilmember shall not vote on an ordinance or amendment in a city council meeting that would

directly affect his private business.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 8, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-81. - Disqualification.

A member of the city council shall disqualify himself from participating in any official act or action of the
city which results in a pecuniary benefit to the member or a business or activity in which he has an interest,

when such benefit is not available to the public at large.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, 8 9, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-82. - Disclosure of conflicts of interest.

A city councilmember shall disclose the nature of any interest he has at the time such matter is
presented to the mayor and council for discussion. Such written or verbal statements shall be recorded into
the minutes of the meeting and thus become part of the public record. Following any disclosure made
pursuant to this section, the member shall refrain from all ex parte communications with other members

regarding the application in which he has an interest.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 10, 7-12-2004)

State Law reference— Conflicts of interest, O.C.G.A. § 45-10-20 et seq.

Sec. 2-83. - Prohibited contracts.

The city shall not enter into any contract involving services or property with a member of the city council
or with a business in which a member of the city council has an interest. This section shall not apply in the

case of:

(1) The designation of a bank or trust company as a depository for city funds;

(2)
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The borrowing of funds from any bank or lending institution which offers the lowest available rate of

interest in the community for such loan;
(3) Contracts entered into in accordance with the O.C.G.A. 8 16-10-6;

(4) Contracts entered into under circumstances that constitute an emergency situation, provided

that the mayor prepares a written record explaining the emergency;

(5) Contracts entered into with a member of the city council, or with a business in which a
member of the city council has an interest, provided that such contract is the result of a
competitive bid, disclosure of the nature of such member's interest is made prior to the time
any bid is submitted, and a waiver of the prohibition contemplated by this section is issued by

the city manager or his designee following disclosure.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, 8 11, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-84. - Unauthorized purchases.

A city councilmember shall not order any goods and services for the city without prior official

authorization for such an expenditure.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 12, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-85. - Meetings of the council.

Meetings of the council shall be conducted in accordance with O.C.G.A. title 50, ch. 14 (O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1
et seq.).

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 13, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-86. - City attorney used for private business.

A city councilmember shall not use the city attorney without paying just compensation.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 14, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-87. - Unauthorized use of public employees.

A city councilmember shall not use his superior position to request or require an employee to:

(1) Do clerical work on behalf of his family, business, social, church or fraternal interests;
(2) Purchase goods and services to be used for personal, business, or political purposes; and
(3) Work for him personally without offering just compensation.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 15, 7-12-2004)
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Sec. 2-88. - Travel expenses.

A city councilmember shall not draw per diem or expense monies from the city to attend a seminar,
convention, or conference and then fail to attend the seminar, convention, or conference without refunding

the pro rata unused per diem or expense monies to the city except for illness or other circumstances in

which the demanding of a refund would be unjust.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, 8 16, 7-12-2004)

Sec. 2-89. - Penalties.

The standards of ethics to be observed by city councilmembers are set forth in this article, and any
violation thereof shall subject the offender to disciplinary action which may include a penalty in the nature
of a warning imposed by the grievance committee council, and if determined by the city council to require a
penalty greater than a warning, then penalties available shall be censure or public or private reprimand.

Power to administer a greater punishment shall include power to administer the lesser.

(Ord. No. 2004-3, § 17, 7-12-2004)

Secs. 2-90—2-106. - Reserved.
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Georgia Government Transparency & Campaign Finance
Commission

Filing Schedule

County-level Elected Officials & Candidates

Due Date
January 31%¢
Election Year Filing Aot ;8:
une 30"

Schedule September 30%

October 25 All candidates and elected
December 31°t officials required to file
reports shall have a 5-day

| Duepae e

Non - Election Year June 30t
Filing Schedule December 31%

Municipal-level Elected Officials & Candidates

Due Date
January 31%t

Election Year Filing Aori 307
une 30°

Schedule September 30%
October 25t

December 31°t

All candidates and elected
officials required to file
reports shall have a 5-day

: | Duebate |
Non - Election Year June 30" grace period

Filing Schedule December 317

*County and Municipal level candidates and elected officials that file an Affidavit of Exemption, are not required to
file CCDR’s during their election cycle unless they cross the threshold of 52,500 in contributions and/or expenditures.

Special Primary/Special Election

Due Date All candidates and elected
. . 15 Days before the Election Date officials required to file
SpEC|aI EIeCt|On December 315t reports shall have a 5-day
grace period




Special Primary Run-Off/Special Election Runoff

. . Due Date
SpeCIaI EleCtlon Run_ 6 Days before the Election Date

Off December 31°t

All candidates and elected
officials required to file
runoff reports shall have a 2-
day grace period

Run-Off Primary/Run-Off Election

Due Date
RU n'Off Election 6 Days before the Election Date

December 31

All grace periods include business days and DO NOT include weekends or State of Georgia holidays.



CANDIDATE

FORMS & DISCLOSURES wmme
& Campaign Finance Commission

KNOW THE LINGO

DOI
Declaration of Intention
to Accept Contributions

RC
Registration Form for
a Candidate’s Campaign
Committee

COOSA
Choosing the Option of
Separate Accounting

PIN APP
Electronic Filling Access
Code Application

CCDR
Campaign Contribution
Disclosure Statement

FR&TS
Final Report &
Termination Statement

PFDS
Personal Financial
Disclosure Statement

TBD
Two Business
Day Report

Local Filing Officer
Individual a candidate for a

county or municipal office files
with. Usually the city clerk or
elections superintendent.

Declaration of Intention to Accept Campaign

Contributions
Reference: 0.C.G.A. § 21-5-30(g)

Must be filed PRIOR to accepting contributions.

A candidate’s personal funds expended for their campaign,
except for payment of a qualifying fee, are considered campaign
contributions.

A new form must be filed if there is a break in office or if
accepting contributions for a different office.

County and Municipal candidates file this form with their local
filing officer. All other candidates file with the Commission.

Registration Form for a Campaign Committee
Reference: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-5-3(2); 21-5-30(b)

This form registers a candidate’s campaign committee.

A committee is required only if a candidate designates someone
to file reports, accept money, or expend money on behalf of the
campaign.

A Chairperson and Treasurer are required to form a committee;
however, they can be the same person and can be the candidate.
If either position is vacant, the committee cannot accept
contributions.

The committee registration will remain in effect until the
registration is canceled by the committee or the candidate.
Filed with the Commission

Choosing the Option of Separate Accounting

Reference: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-5-43(a)(2); 21-5-30 (c)

Permits candidates to accept contributions for multiple elections
within an election cycle. Thus, a candidate may accept
contributions for the general election in an election cycle even if
the primary election has not occurred.

A candidate must designate what election the contribution is
accepted for on the applicable CCDR.

Contributions received for a future election cannot be expended
until the current election has occurred.

If a candidate does not qualify or participate in a future election
in an election cycle, the contributions received for the future
election must be returned to contributors pro-rata.

Filed with the Commission

Electronic Filing Access Code Application
Reference: O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34.1(a)

Used for identification purposes for local and state candidates.
Filed with the Commission.



DISCLOSURES

Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report
Reference: O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34

e A CCDR s areport filed by a candidate or campaign committee that discloses all contributions
received and expenditures made during a reporting period.

e Sixreports are due in an election year and two reports are due in a nonelection year. Filing
Schedule is found at O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34(c).

e $125 late fee is assessed when a report is filed late. However, there is a five-day grace period.

e Local candidates may be exempt from filing CCDRs if they file an Affidavit of Exemption and meet
certain criteria.

e Candidates for any state or state-wide office must file electronically with the Commission and
candidates for county and municipal offices file with their local filing officer.

Final Report &Termination Statement
Reference: O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34 (m)

e A FR&TS is a statement submitted with the campaign’s final CCDR.

e [Itis filed by all campaigns within 10 days of the dissolution of the campaign.

e The Statement must identify the termination date as well as the person responsible for
maintaining campaign records as required by the Act.

e To qualify to file a FR&TS, the filer must have a zero net balance, zero debt, and not be seeking or
holding the office.

e Candidates for any state or state-wide office must file electronically with the Commission and
candidates for county and municipal offices file with their local filing officer.

Personal Financial Disclosure Statement
Reference: O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50

e A PFDS is a statement filed by a candidate or public official in which the filer discloses
information about financial activity for the preceding calendar year.

e A statement must be filed each year, even if information does not change.

e If running for a state-wide position additional information is required to be reported.

e No grace period and a $125 late fee is assessed when a statement is filed after the due date.

e Candidates for any state or state-wide office must file electronically with the Commission and
candidates for county and municipal offices file with their local filing officer.

Two Business Day Report
Reference: O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34 (c)(2)(C)

e A TBDis areport used to report individual contributions (including loans) of $1,000.00 or more
received between the date of the last CCDR due prior to the date the election for which the
candidate has qualified and the date of such election.

e These contributions must be reported within two business days of receipt.

e This contribution must also be reported on the next scheduled CCDR.

e Candidates for any state or state-wide office must file electronically with the Commission and
candidates for county and municipal offices file with their local filing officer.

e No grace period and a $125 late fee is assessed when a statement is filed after the due date.

Georgia Government Transparency & Campaign Finance Commission
200 Piedmont Ave. SE, Suite 1416-West Tower, Atlanta, GA 30334

Phone: 404 463 1980 Website: www.ethics.ga.gov
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CFC Form DOI Rev 02/2020 LOCAL Filer ID:

Georgia Government Transparency & Campaign Finance Commission
200 Piedmont Avenue S.E. | Suite 1416 - West Tower | Atlanta Georgia, 30334

DECLARATION OF INTENTION TO ACCEPT CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS (FORM DOI) -
COUNTY/MUNICIPAL LEVEL FILERS

INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED - If form is handwritten, it must be legible.

Today’s Date:

2 Candidate
(full name):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone (optional): Email:

3 Name County/City: Party Affiliation (optional):

O Democrat [ Non-Partisan

Name of Office Sought or Held: O Republican Clother

(include office, district, post, or judicial seat)

4 Next Election Year:

Complete sections 5 and 6 ONLY if you have a campaign committee.
This information does not register a campaign committee. (Please use Form RC to register.)

5 Campaign Committee
Chairperson (full name):

Address:

City, State, Zip

Email :

6 Treasurer
(full name):

Address:

City, State, Zip

Email :

| CERTIFY THAT THIS STATEMENT IS COMPLETE, TRUE AND ACCURATE.

Signature of Candidate Date

COUNTY/MUNICIPAL FILERS: File this form directly with the Local Filing Officer in your county and/or municipality
LOCAL FILING OFFICERS: Send a copy via email to localreports@ethics.ga.gov
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CFC-CCDR 02/20

Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report

Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission
200 Piedmont Avenue S.E. | Suite 1416 West Tower | Atlanta, GA 30334 | 404-463-1980 | www.ethics.ga.gov

1. Rep?srlt ll;yl))e 2. Filing is being made on behalf of (Select One): Use Earlier of Post
elect One 3 3 1
Candidate or Public Official Mark or Hand-Delivered
Office Held or Sought Date
D O L. 1 (Include county, municipality, district, post or judicial seat)
rigma Filer ID

(Filer ID that begins with the letter “C”)

(|
Amendment Organization or Person Other than Candidate’s Campaign Committee

Committee Name:

Amendment #

Filer ID:

(Filer ID that begins with the letter “NC”)

3. Identifying and Contact Information

(1) )
Full Name of Candidate or Other Than Candidate Campaign Committee Name Today’s Date
3)
Mailing Address City State Zip Code
“4) and/ or
Primary Contact Phone Number E-Mail

(5) If a Candidate or Public Official is there a campaign comnﬁee (one or more ;ﬁrsons) to make campaign transactions, keep
financial records of the campaign or file the reports? Yes No

(6) If yes, is the committee registered with the Commission? [ Yes [ No

(7) If yes, complete the following: !

Name of Committee Chairperson Name of Committee Treasurer

4. Period for which you are Reporting
You Must Check Only One Box

My Non-Election Year My Election Year Run-Offs Special Election
(Report required only if you are in a
Run-Off Election)
D June 30, (year) O January 31, (year) ﬁggyggefore Pr(i}r]relzg [1 15 days before Special
O . T — Primary, ear
O June 30, (year) n Run-Off (yea?r) . u (year) ’
Supplemental Reporting O S ber 30 6 days before Special Primary _
g eptember 30, (year) | Run-Off (year) O Dec. 31, (year)
O June 30, (year) October 25, (year) 6 days before Special
[] December 31, (year) O pec.3 1, (year) Run-Off ___ (year)
*Supplemental reports are required of candidates
who have unsuccessfully campaigned for office or
have resigned from office. See O.C.G.A. § 21-5-
34
State of. County of’
I, , being duly sworn (affirm), depose and say that the information in this report form is

complete, true, and correct. Further, I affirm that the contents in this report are the same as the contents in the electronic filing submitted, if
also electronically filed.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on , 20

Signature of Notary Public Commission Expiration a. Signature of Candidate
b. Organization/Chairperson/Treasurer

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name Page of
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State of Georgia
Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report
Summary Report

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED

1 |1 I have no contributions to report. In-Kind
I have the following contributions, including Common Source, to report: Estimated Value Cash Amount
2 A. If this is the first time to file a disclosure report for the current office sought,

ENTER 0 in both columns (one time only); or

B. If'this is the first report of this Election Cycle*, ENTER 0 in the in-kind
column and list any net balance on hand brought forward from the previous
election cycle in the cash amount column (Line 15 of previous report, or total
funds left over at year end of previous cycle); or

C. If this filing is the second or subsequent filing of this Election Cycle, list totals
from Line 6 of previous report in both the in-kind and cash amount columns.

3 Total amount of all itemized contributions received in this reporting period which
is listed on the "Itemized Contributions" page.

3a All loans received this reporting period.

3b Interest earned on campaign account this reporting period.

3c Total amount of investments sold this reporting period.

3d Total amount of cash dividends and interest paid out this reporting period.

4 Total amount of all separate contributions of $100 or less received in this

reporting period and not listed on the "Itemized Contributions" page.
"Common Source" contributions must be aggregated on the "[temized
Contributions" page.

5 Total contributions reported this period.

(Line3+3a+3b+3c+3d+4)
6 Total contributions to date. Total to be carried forward to next report of this

election cycle®.

(Line 2 +5)

EXPENDITURES MADE
7 | | Thave no expenditures to report.
I have the following expenditures to report:

8 Total expenditures made and reported prior to this reporting period. If this is the

A. First report of this Election Cycle*, ENTER 0.
B. Second or subsequent filing ENTER Line 12 of previous report.

9 Total amount of all itemized expenditures made in this reporting period which are
listed on the "Itemized Expenditures" page.

10 Total amount of all separate expenditures of $100.00 or less that were made
in this reporting period and not listed on the "Itemized Expenditures" page

11 Total expenditures reported this period.
(Line 9 + 10)

12 Total expenditures to date. Total to be carried forward to next report of this

election cycle*.
(Line8+11)

INVESTMENTS
13 Total value of investments held at the beginning of this reporting period.
14 Total value of investments held at the end of this reporting period.

TOTAL NET BALANCE ON HAND

15 Net balance on hand.
(Line 6 - 12 + 14)

*0.C.G.A. 21-5-3(10) : Election cycle means the period from the day following the date of an election or appointment of a person to elective public office through and
of the next such election of a person to the same public office and shall be construed and applied separately for each elective office including the date.

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name Page of
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State of Georgia
Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report
Outstanding Indebtness
Election Cycle*: Election Year: Amount
1 Outstanding indebtedness at the beginning of this reporting period.
2 Loans received this reporting period.
3 Deferred payment of expenses this reporting period
4 Payments made on loans this reporting period.
5 Credits received on loans this reporting period
6 Payments this reporting period on previously deferred expenses.
7 Total indebtedness at the close of this reporting period. (Line 1 +2+3-4-5-6)
Election Cycle*: Election Year: Amount
1 Outstanding indebtedness at the beginning of this reporting period.
2 Loans received this reporting period.
3 Deferred payment of expenses this reporting period
4 Payments made on loans this reporting period.
5 Credits received on loans this reporting period
6 Payments this reporting period on previously deferred expenses.
7 Total indebtedness at the close of this reporting period. (Line 1 +2+3-4-5-6)
Election Cycle*: Election Year: Amount
1 Outstanding indebtedness at the beginning of this reporting period.
2 Loans received this reporting period.
3 Deferred payment of expenses this reporting period
4 Payments made on loans this reporting period.
5 Credits received on loans this reporting period
6 Payments this reporting period on previously deferred expenses.
7 Total indebtedness at the close of this reporting period. (Line 1 +2+3-4-5-6)

* Election Cycle (Primary, General, Special, Special Primary, Run-Off Primary, Run-Off General, Run-Off Special, Run-Off Special Primary)

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Page of
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State of Georgia
Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report

Itemized Contributions
Must list contributions received by a single contributor for which the aggregate total more than $100.00.

Note: Loans are no longer reported in “Itemized Contributions” section. See Loan Reporting section below.

Full Name of Contributor Contributor Election Cash In-Kind
Mailing Address Cycle** Amount Contributions
(Affiliation of Committee if any) | Received Date Occupation & Estimated Value
Contribution Type* Employer Description
First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
O Primary
Last Name [ General
[ Special
Address O Special Primary
[ Run-Off Primary
[ Run-Off General
[ ] Kun-U1t dpecial
Address2 [] Monetary Employer O Run-Off Special Description
City [ n-Kind Primary
- [1 Common Source
State Zip
[ Credit Received on Loan
Aff. Comm.
First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
[ Primary
Last Name [ General
[ special
Addross [ special Primary
[J Run-Off Primary
[J Run-Off General
[ Kun-UIT dpecial
Address2 [] Monetary Employer [ Run-Off Special Description
- [] In-Kind Primary
City
[1 Common Source
State Zip . .
[ Credit Received on Loan
Aff. Comm.
First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
[ Primary
Last Name [ General
ecial
[ Special
[ special Primary
Address [ Run-Off Primary
[ Run-Off General
[J Run-Off Special
Address2 [] Monetary Employer O Bun—Off Special Description
Primary
In-Kind
City [ in-Kin
] Common Source
State Zip
[1 Credit Received on Loan
Aff. Comm.

Itemized Contributions Page Total $

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Page of
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First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
[ Primary
Last Name [ General
[ special
O Special Primary
Address [ Run-Off Primary
[ Run-Off General
Address2 [1 Monetary Employer ] Run-Off Special Description
[ Run-Off Special
City [ 1 In-Kind Primary
State Zip 1 Common Source
Aff. Comm. [ 1 Credit Received on Loan
First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
O Primary
Last Name L] General
O Special
Special Primary
Address U Run-off Primary
[ Run-Off General
Address2 [] Monetary Employer L Run-Off Special Description
U] Run-Off Special
City [] In-Kind Primary
State Zip 1 Common Source
Aff. Comm. [ 1 Credit Received on Loan
First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
O Primary
Last Name L] General
(| Special
Special Primary
Address U Run-Off Primary
un- enera
L] Run-Off General
Address2 ] Monetary Employer L Run-Off Special Description
[ Run-Off Special
City [ n-Kind Primary
State Zip [1 Common Source
Aff. Comm. [ 1 Credit Received on Loan
First Name or Business Name Date Occupation Cash Amt. Est. Value
O Primary
Last Name O General
O Special
dd Special Primary
1ess U Run-off Primary
I Run-Off General
Address2 [ ] Monetary Employer 0 Run-Off Special Description
Run-Off Special
City [ 1 n-Kind Primary
State Zip 1 Common Source
Aff. Comm. [ Credit Received on Loan
Itemized Contributions Page Total $ $

* Contribution Type (Monetary, In-Kind, Common Source, Credit Received on Loan)
** Election Cycle (Primary, General, Special, Special Primary, Run-Off Primary, Run-Off General, Run-Off Special, Run-Off Special Primary)

*** If any such person(s) shall have a fiduciary relationship to the lending institution or party making the advance or extension of credit

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Page of
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Loan Reporting
Name of Lender 1.Date of Loan Person(s) responsible for 1.0ccupation &

& 2.Amount of Loan | repayment of loan & 2.Place of Employment
Mailing Address 3.Election Cycle** | Mailing Address 3.Fiduciary Relationship***
Lender Name (First Name, Business, Inst.) | 1. First Name 1.

Lender Last Name 2. Last Name 2.
Address 3. Address 3.
O Primary
[ General [J Public Officer
Address2 L Special Address2
O Special Primary [ Candidate
Ci L Run-Off Primary Ci [ Other Than Candidate Committ
ity ) ity er Than Candidate Committee
O Run-Off Gene.ral Name
O Run-Off Special
State Zip O an'Off Special State Zip
Primary
Lender Name (First Name, Business, Inst.) | 1. First Name 1.
Lender Last Name 2. Last Name 2.
Address 3. Address 3.
O Primary
[ General [ Public Officer
Address2 [ special Address2
[ Special Primary [ Candidate
Ci [ Run-Off Primary Ci O Other Than Candidate Committ
ity _ ity er I'han Candidate Committee
[ Run-Off Gene.ral Name
[J Run-Off Special
State Zip O Run-Off Special State Zip
Primary

Reference: OCGA § 21-5-34(b)(1)

Loan Page Total $

* Contribution Type (Monetary, In-Kind, Common Source, Credit Received on Loan)
** Election Cycle (Primary, General, Special, Special Primary, Run-Off Primary, Run-Off General, Run-Off Special, Run-Off Special Primary)
**%* If any such person(s) shall have a fiduciary relationship to the lending institution or party making the advance or extension of credit

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Page of
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State of Georgia
Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report

Itemized Expenditures

Must list expenditures made to a single recipient for which the aggregate total more than $100.00.

List Name and Exp. Date Occupation & Expenditure Amount
Mailing Address of Recipient Exp. Type* Employer Purpose Paid
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address Expenditure
In-Kind
[JLoan Repayment
Address2 [JRefund Employer
[JReimbursement
Credit Card
City |__[3rd Party
| Deferred Payment
_ Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip | _|Investment
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address Expenditure
In-Kind
[JLoan Repayment
Address2 [ Refund Employer
[JReimbursement
[JCredit Card
City |__[3rd Party
— Deferred Payment
_ Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip | |Investment
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address O Expenditure
O m-Kind
(JLoan Repayment
Address2 CJRefund Employer
[ Reimbursement
[JCredit Card
City |__|3rd Party
I Deferred Payment
i Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip | _|Investment

Page Total $
*  Expenditure Type (Expenditure, In-Kind, Loan Repayment, Refund, Reimbursement, Credit Card, 3rd Party, Deferred Payment on Deferred Expense, Investment)
Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name Page

of
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Page 8 of 10

List Name and Exp. Date Occupation & Expenditure Amount
Mailing Address of Recipient Exp. Type* Employer Purpose Paid
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address ] Expenditure
[ in-Kind
[ Loan Repayment
Address2 [CJRefund Employer
[ Reimbursement
[]Credit Card
City | [3rd Party
| Deferred Payment
Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip Investment
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address [J Expenditure
[JIn-Kind
[JLoan Repayment
Address2 [JRefund Employer
[JReimbursement
Credit Card
City |__|3rd Party
I Deferred Payment
_ Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip | |Investment
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address O Expenditure
In-Kind
Loan Repayment
Address2 ClRefund Employer
[ Reimbursement
[JCredit Card
City |__|3rd Party
— Deferred Payment
_ Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip | |Investment
First Name Date Occupation
Last Name
Address O Expenditure
O m-Kind
[ Loan Repayment
Address2 [CJRefund Employer
[JReimbursement
[JCredit Card
City |__|3rd Party
— Deferred Payment
_ Payment on Deferred Expense
State Zip | |Investment
*  Expenditure Type (Expenditure, In-Kind, Loan Repayment, Refund, Reimbursement, Credit Card, 3rd Party, Deferred Payment on Deferred Expense,
Investment)Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name Page Total $
Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name Page of
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State of Georgia
Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report
Investments Statement

1. Investment Name

Account #

Institution/Person
Holding Account

Value at beginning of reporting period $

Mailing Address

Value at end of reporting period $

Address2

Difference in value $

City

State

Zip

Interest Paid Out $

Cash Dividends $

Investment Transactions

Date Person(s) Involved in Transaction | Value of investment purchased Value of investment sold Profit Loss
2. Investment Name Account #
Value at beginning of reporting period $
Institution/Person
Holding Account Value at end of reporting period $
Mailing Address
£ Difference in value $
Address2
Interest Paid Out $
City State Zip Cash Dividends $
Investment Transactions
Date Person(s) Involved in Transaction | Value of investment purchased Value of investment sold Profit Loss

Total value of investments at beginning of reporting period $

Total value of investments at end of reporting period $

Total difference in value $

Page Total Cash Dividends: $
Page Total Interest Paid Out: $
Page Total Profit: $
Page Total Loss: $

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Page

of
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Campaign Contribution Disclosure Report
Addendum Statement

State of Georgia

The Addendum Statement should be used for explanation of any additional information needed to complete an accurate filing of this report.

Information that is to be reported in the body of the report should not be listed on Addendum Statement.

Public Officer/Candidate/Other Than Candidate Committee Name

Page

of




AFF L2500-1016 STATE OF GEORGIA

Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission
200 Piedmont Ave SE, Suite 1402-West Tower, Atlanta, GA 30334

AFFIDAVIT OF A CANDIDATE’S INTENT NOT TO EXCEED $2,500 IN
CONTRIBUTIONS AND/OR EXPENDITURES

Per O.C.G.A. §21-5-34(d)(d.1)(1),

is a candidate for /public officer of

(Full Name of Candidate)

in
(Office Sought/or Held) (City or County)

By submitting this form I am affirming that I, the above named candidate, do not intend to accept during
this election cycle* a combined total of contributions exceeding $2,500.00 for the campaign nor make a
combined total of expenditures exceeding $2,500. If the above named candidate does not exceed
$2,500.00 in contributions or expenditures then the candidate SHALL not have to file a report under
0.C.G.A. §21-5-34 (c).

I understand that if I, the above named candidate, exceed the $2,500 limit for either accepting
contributions or making expenditures for such campaign during the election cycle, but do not accept a
combined total of contributions exceeding $5,000.00 or make expenditures exceeding $5,000.00 then I,
the above named candidate, SHALL be required to file only the June 30 and December 31 reports
required by O.C.G.A. §21-5-34 (c¢) (2). The first of such reports shall include all contributions received
and expenditures made beginning January 1 of such calendar year.

Furthermore, I understand that if I, the above named candidate accepts a combined total of contributions
exceeding $5,000.00 or makes expenditures exceeding $5,000.00 for such campaign during any such
election cycle, then such candidate or campaign committee chairperson or treasurer shall thereupon be
subject to the reporting requirements of this Code section the same as if the written notice authorized by
this subsection had not been filed.

*"Election cycle" means the period from the day following the date of an election or appointment of a person to elective public office through and
including the date of the next such election of a person to the same public office and shall be construed and applied separately for each elective
office.

State of Georgia County of

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn, do swear or affirm, certify and say that this affidavit and the information hereinabove is true, complete and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on

Signature of Notary Public Signature of Candidate/Chairman/Treasurer filing Affidavit

My Commission expires on

Notary Seal




CFC PFD 1/14 Use Earlier of Post Mark
STATE OF GEORGIA or Hand Delivered Date

PERSONAL FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
200 Piedmont Avenue S.E. | Suite 1402 West Tower | Atlanta, GA 30334

| 404-463-1980 | www.ethics.ga.gov |

O Original O Amendment (Enter date of statement being amended)

Date of this Statement: Covering Calendar Year:

Name of Public Officer or Candidate:

First Middle Last
Mailing Address:
Street or P.O. Box City County State Zip code
Telephone Number: (Office/Home) (E-Mail)
Name of Public Office Held or Sought: Filer ID:

(Filer ID that begins with the letter “F”)

Check One:
O Elected City or County Officer O Candidate for City or County Office

WHO FILES A FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT:

Each public officer holding office in Georgia, and each person who qualifies as a candidate for election as a

public officer for one of the offices listed below, and all others on the following list.
(A) Every constitutional officer;
(B) Every elected state official;
(C) The executive head of every state department or agency, whether elected or appointed;
(D) Each member of the General Assembly;
(E) Every elected county official, every elected county or area school superintendent, and every elected member of a county or

area board of education; and

(F) Every elected municipal officer.

WHEN TO FILE A FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT:
Public Officer: A Financial Disclosure Statement is filed not before January 1 and not later than July 1 of each year that a public
officer holds office (except the year of election). The information to be provided shall be that from the preceding calendar year.

If the public officer chooses not to run for re-election or for another public office no Financial Disclosure Statement need be filed in
the year qualifying to succeed him takes place. A public officer shall not be deemed to hold the office in a year in which the public
officer holds office for less than 15 days.

Candidate for Public Office: A Financial Disclosure Statement covering the period of the preceding calendar year shall be filed no
later than the fifteenth day following the date of qualifying as a candidate. Candidates for state wide office file not later than seven
days after qualifying for office. Only one Financial Disclosure Statement is required per calendar year.

Special requirements for State Wide Candidates: Candidates for a public office elected state wide must file their Financial
Disclosure Statements not later than seven days after qualifying or filing a notice of candidacy. State wide candidates must disclose
more information than other candidates for public office and the additional disclosure sections required of state wide candidates
must be completed in the year of election filing.

WHERE TO FILE A FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT:
State /Statewide Office: Georgia Government Transparency & Campaign Finance Commission
County: County Election Superintendent
Municipality: City Clerk or Chief Executive Officer


http://www.ethics.ga.gov/

SECTION | MONETARY FEES

RECEIVED
(This section to be completed by Public Officers only)

Identify each monetary fee or honorarium accepted from speaking engagements, participation in seminars, discussion panels, or other
activities that directly relate to the official duties of, or to the office of the public officer, with a statement identifying the fee or honorarium
and the person from whom it was accepted. (You may attach additional sheets of paper if necessary.)

| received:
o No monetary fee or honorarium.
o Monetary fee(s) or honoraria as shown below.

Identify Fee or Honorarium Identifying Information of Person from Who Accepted
And Amount Accepted

SECTION Il FIDUCIARY
POSITIONS

Name all fiduciary positions held by the candidate for public office or the public officer at any time during the covered year.

(You may expand this section if necessary to include all positions.) A fiduciary position is any position imposing a duty

to act primarily for another’s benefit as officer, director, manager, partner, guardian, or other designations of general responsibility of a
business entity. A fiduciary position may be a paid or unpaid position. A business entity is any corporation, sole proprietorship, partnership,
limited partnership, limited liability company, limited liability partnership, professional corporation, enterprise, franchise, association, trust,
joint venture, or other entity, whether profit or nonprofit. (You may attach additional sheets of paper if necessary.)

| held:
o No fiduciary positions in any business entity.
o Fiduciary positions in the following business entity(ies).

IDENTIFY:
1. Title of each position.
2. Name and address of business entity.
3. Principal activity of each business entity.

Business entity #1

Business entity #2

Business entity #3

Business entity #4




SECTION I1I
DIRECT OWNERSHIP INTERESTS IN BUSINESS ENTITY

Direct ownership interest is the holding or possession of good legal or rightful title of property or the holding or enjoyment of real or
beneficial use of the property by any person and includes any interest owned or held by a spouse of the person if such interestis held
jointly or as tenants in common between the person and spouse.

Identify the name, address and principal activity of any business entity and the office held by and the duties of the candidate for public
office or public officer within a business entity any time during the covered year in which a direct ownership interest: (A) Is more than
5 percent of the total interest in the business; or (B) Has a net fair market value of more than $5,000.00. (You may attach additional
sheets of paper if necessary.)

I held:
o No direct ownership interests in any business entity.
o Direct ownership interests in the following business entity(ies).

IDENTIFY:
1. Name and address of business entity.
2. Principal activity of business entity.
3. The office held by the candidate or the public officer within the business entity.
4. The duties of the candidate or the public officer within such business entity.

Business entity #1 Ownership Interests
Check One or Both If Applicable

o Ownership interest is more than 5%
o Ownership interest has a net fair mar-
ket value of more than $5,000.00

Business entity #2

o Ownership interest is more than 5%

o Ownership interest has a net fair mar-
ket value of more than $5,000.00

Business entity #3

O Ownership interest is more than 5%

o Ownership interest has a net fair mar-
ket value of more than $5,000.00

Business entity #4

O Ownership interest is more than 5%

0O Ownership interest has a net fair mar-
ket value of more than $5,000.00

Business entity #5

O Ownership interest is more than 5%

O Ownership interest has a net fair mar-
ket value of more than $5,000.00




SECTION IV
DIRECT OWNERSHIP INTERESTS IN REAL PROPERTY

Direct ownership interest is the holding or possession of good legal or rightful title of property or the holding or enjoyment of real or
beneficial use of the property by any person and includes any interest owned or held by a spouse of the person if such interestis held
jointly or as tenants in common between the person and spouse.

Identify each tract of real property in which the candidate for public office or public officer has a direct ownership interest as of
December 31 of the covered year when that interest has a fair market value in excess of $5,000.00. “Fair market” value means the
appraised value of the property for ad valorem tax purposes. (You may attach additional sheets of paper if necessary.) Check one box
to show the applicable valuation range for each tract.

| had:
o No ownership interests with a fair market value in excess of $5,000.00
o Ownership interests with a fair market value in excess of $5,000.00

IDENTIFY:
1. County where property is located.
2. State where property is located.
3. General description of property (give street address or location, size of tract, and nature or use of property).

Property #1 The Value of this tract is

O Between $5,000 and $100,000

O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
0 More than $200,000

Property #2 The Value of this tract is

O Between $5,000 and $100,000

O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
0o More than $200,000

Property #3 The Value of this tract is

O Between $5,000 and $100,000

O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
0 More than $200,000

Property #4 The Value of this tract is

0 Between $5,000 and $100,000

O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
0 More than $200,000

Property #5 The Value of this tract is

O Between $5,000 and $100,000

O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
o More than $200,000




SECTION YV
SPOUSE’S DIRECT OWNERSHIP INTERESTS IN REAL PROPERTY

Identify each tract of real property in which the filer’s spouse has a direct ownership interest as of December 31 of the covered year
when that interest has a fair market value in excess of $5,000.00 (You may attach additional sheets of paper if necessary.) Check
one box to show the applicable valuation range for each tract.

My spouse had:
o No ownership interests with a fair market value in excess of $5,000.00
o Ownership in the following tracts with a fair market value in excess of 5,000.00

IDENTIFY:
1. County where property is located.
2. State where property is located.
3. General description of property (give street address or location, size of tract, and nature or use of property).

Property #1

The Value of thistract is
O Between $5,000 and $100,000
O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
o More than $200,000

Property #2

The Value of thistract is
O Between $5,000 and $100,000
O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
o More than $200,000

Property #3
The Value of thistract is

O Between $5,000 and $100,000
O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
o More than $200,000

Property #4

The Value of thistract is
o Between $5,000 and $100,000
O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
O More than $200,000

Property #5

The Value of thistract is
O Between $5,000 and $100,000
O Between $100,000.01 and $200,000
0 More than $200,000




SECTION VI
EMPLOYMENT AND FAMILY MEMBERS

Filer’s Occupation
Filer’s Employer
Employer’s Address
Employer’s Principal Activity

Filer’s Spouse’s Name
Spouse’s Occupation
Spouse’s Employer
Address of Spouse’s Employer
Principal Activity of Spouse’s Employer

SECTION VII
INVESTMENT INTERESTS

List the name of any investment (do not list individual stocks and bonds that are held by mutual funds), in which the filer (either
individually or with any other legal or natural person or entity) owns a direct ownership interest that:

1. Is more than 5 percent of the total interests in such business or investment, or

2. Has a net fair market value of more than $5,000.00.

Business or Investment Entity #1
Name

Business or Investment Entity #2
Name

Business or Investment Entity #3
Name

Business or Investment Entity #4
Name

SECTION VIl
KNOWN BUSINESS OR INVESTMENT INTERESTS OF SPOUSE AND DEPENDENT CHILDREN

Identify any business or investment known to the filer in which the filer’s spouse or dependent children have a direct ownership
interest (either individually or with any other legal or natural person or entity) which interest:

1. is more than 5 percent of the total interest in the business or investment,

2. has a net fair market value exceeding $10,000.00, or

3. isone in an entity for which the filer’s spouse or a dependent child serves as an officer, director, equitable
partner, or trustee.

(Do not list individual stocks and bonds that are held by mutual funds.)

Business or Investment Entity #1
Name

Business or Investment Entity #2
Name

Business or Investment Entity #3
Name

Business or Investment Entity #4
Name




SECTION IX

ANNUAL PAYMENTS RECEIVED

FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA
(This section to be completed by Public Officers only)

Identify all annual payments in excess of $10,000.00 received by the public officer, or by any business entity identified in Section I11
above, from the State or any agency, department, commission or authority created by the State, and authorized and exempted from

disclosure under O.C.G.A. § 45-10-25.

I received:
o No annual payments in excess of $10,000.00 from any State entity.
o Annual payments in excess of $10,000.00 from the below named State entity(ies).

IDENTIFY:
1. Name and address of State entity making the payments.
2. Amount of annual payment.
3. The general nature of the consideration rendered for the payment(s).

State entity source #1

State entity source #2

VERIFICATION BY OATH OR AFFIRMATION

State of Georgia County of

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn (affirm), depose and say that the information in this statement is complete, true, and correct.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on
, 20

Signature of Candidate or Public Officer

Signature of Notary Public PENALTIES: Any person who knowingly fails to comply with or who knowingly
violates any of the provisions of the Ethics in Government Act shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor.
My Commission expires




ff(a LexisNexis’

User Name: Robert Lane
Date and Time: Thursday, May 26, 2022 1:13:00 PM EDT
Job Number: 171957538

Documents (50)

1. CHAPTER 5 Ethics in Government
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
2. 21-5-1. Short title.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
3..21-5-2. Declaration of policy.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
4. 21-5-3. Definitions.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
5..21-5-4. Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission; membership; officers;

quorum; meetings.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
6..21-5-5. Operating expenses.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

7..21-5-6. Powers and duties of the commission.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
8..21-5-7. Initiation of complaints.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

ﬁi' LexisMNexis| About LexisNexis | Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions | Copyright © 2022 LexisNexis

Robert Lane
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9.21-5-7.1. Technical defects in filings; determination; notice to the subject of the complaint and opportunity to
correct the defect; administrative fee; dismissal of complaints where best efforts have been made to
complete a filing.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
10..21-5-8. Venue.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
11. 21-5-9. Penalties.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

12.21-5-9.1. Prerequisite to seeking election or reelection to General Assembly.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

13..21-5-10. Chapter as continuation of laws; effect of enactment.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

14.21-5-11. Acceptance by public officers of monetary fees or honoraria.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

15. 21-5-12. Connected organizations.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
16. 21-5-13. Limitation of actions.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

17.21-5-14. E-mail address reporting requirements; exceptions.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
18. 21-5-15. Notice to local officials regarding certain actions to be given by certified mail or statutory overnight
delivery.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
19. Article 2 Campaign Contributions

'ﬁi' LexisMNexis| About LexisNexis | Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions | Copyright © 2022 LexisNexis
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Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1
Search Type: Natural Language
20..21-5-30. Contributions made to candidate or campaign committee or for recall of a public officer.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

21.21-5-30.1. Contributions by regulated entities to elected executive officers or candidates.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
22.21-5-30.2. Contributions by public agencies.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
23.21-5-31. Contributions or expenditures other than through candidate or committee; disclosure of extensions
of credit.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

24.21-5-32. Accounts to be kept by candidate or campaign committee treasurer.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
25..21-5-33. Disposition of contributions.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
26.21-5-34. Disclosure reports.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

27..21-5-34.1. Filing campaign contribution disclosure reports electronically.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

28.21-5-34.2. Leadership committee defined; operation; separate from campaign committees.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

29.21-5-35. Acceptance of contributions or pledges during legislative sessions.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
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30. 21-5-36. Disposition of reports; handling of complaints and violations.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
31. 21-5-40. Definitions.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
32.21-5-41. Maximum allowable contributions.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

33..21-5-42. Contribution to campaign committee deemed contribution to candidate; rules for construction.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

34.21-5-43. Accounting for and expenditure of campaign contributions.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

35.21-5-43.1. Maximum allowable contribution by political parties.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

36..21-5-44. Contribution to campaign committee deemed contribution to candidate; rules for construction.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

37.21-5-45. Limitations on contributions apply separately to each election.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
38..21-5-50. Filing by public officers; filing by candidates for public office; filing by elected officials and members
of the General Assembly; electronic filing; transfer of filings from the Secretary of State to the commission.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

39..21-5-51. Inspection and copying of financial disclosure statements.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
40. 21-5-52. Filing by mail.
Client/Matter: -None-
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Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
41. 21-5-53. Public record.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

42. Article 4 Public Officials’ Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
43. 21-5-70. Definitions.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
44. 21-5-71. Reqistration required; application for reqgistration; supplemental reqistration; expiration; docket;
fees; identification cards; public rosters; exemptions.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

45. 21-5-72. Denial, suspension, or revocation of registration; reinstatement; civil penalty.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
46.21-5-72.1. Reqgulation of certain contact between lobbyists and members of the General Assembly; making
or acceptance of certain expenditures.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
47.21-5-73. Disclosure reports.

Client/Matter: -None-

Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

48. 21-5-74. Postemployment restrictions on lobbyists.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language

49. 21-5-75. Postemployment restrictions on public officers.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1

Search Type: Natural Language
50.21-5-76. Contingent fees for lobbying prohibited; unauthorized persons on the floor while the General
Assembly is in session.
Client/Matter: -None-
Search Terms: ocga 21-5-1
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4)

CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Gover nment

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1 repealed the former chapter, the “Campaign and Financial Disclosure Act”, and enacted the present
chapter. The former chapter consisted of 8§ 21-5-1 through 21-5-5, 21-5-5.1, 21-5-6 through 21-5-10, 21-5-10.1, 21-5-11, 21-
5-11.1, and 21-5-12 through 21-5-14 and was based on Ga. L. 1974, p. 155, 8§81 through 10; Ga. L. 1975, p. 1120, 8§81
through 3, 3A, 4, 5 through 7, 7A, 9, 10, 12, 12A; Ga. L. 1976, p. 1423, §8 1 through 5; Ga. L. 1977, p. 1302, 88 1 through 10,
12 through 19; Ga. L. 1979, p. 602, 88 1 through 6; Ga. L. 1980, p. 724, 88 1 through 3; Ga. L. 1981, p. 851, § 1, Ga. L. 1982,
p.3,821; Ga. L.1984, p. 133,81; Ga. L. 1984, p. 764, 88 1 to 7; Ga. L. 1984, p. 1100, § 1; Ga. L. 1985, p. 206, § 1; and Ga.
L. 1986, p. 855, § 8.

Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 1, effective April 6, 1992, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that that Act is entitled “The
Public Officials Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1992.”

Opinion Notes

OPINIONSOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, decisions under the former chapter and Code Section 21-5-10 are included
in the annotations for this chapter.

Basic purpose of the former chapter

was to provide the electorate with information about fiscal contributions made to, and expenditures made by, those who seek
public office; to be of reasonable value, and to avoid confusion both in the mind of the general public and in the administrative
supervision and enforcement of this chapter, uniformity of reporting, both as to substance and procedure, was highly desirable,
if not a practical necessity. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-22 (decided under former chapter).

Chapter superseded in entirety. —
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Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, which by its terms struck O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5inits entirety and replaced it with anew O.C.G.A. T. 21,
Ch. 5, isintended as a complete substitute for the former chapter and superseded it in its entirety on March 1, 1987. 1986 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 86-50.

Enfor cement of former law. —

The State Ethics Commission may enforce all filing requirements of the law in effect until March 1, 1987, which are continued
in effect under the provisions of Ga. L. 1986, p. 957. 1986 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 86-50.

Actions brought to enforce the provisions of the law in effect until March 1, 1987, which are continued in force and effect
under the new law may proceed under the new law. 1986 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 86-50.

Applicability of advisory opinions. —

To the extent that the provisions of this chapter in effect until March 1, 1987, are continued under Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, the
opinions of the Attorney General interpreting the provisions will continue to be applicable until and unless they are modified by
subsequent opinion, judicial decision, or other change in law, and although the opinions issued by the State Campaign and
Financial Disclosure Commission are not binding on the new State Ethics Commission, the advisory opinions of the State
Campaign and Financial Disclosure Commission will be persuasive authority as to the provisions of law which continue under
the new law. 1986 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 86-50.

Expenditures made independently of a candidate,

including expenditures in favor of or opposing a candidate, are not subject to the dollar limitations and reporting and
registration requirements of O.C.G.A. T. 21, C. 5. 1995 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 95-26.

Special treatment of public officials by municipal utilities. —

Special treatment of public employees and officials by a municipally owned and operated public utility system may need to be
disclosed under O.C.G.A. T. 21, C. 5. 2000 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 2000-4.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Crossreferences.

Ethics and Efficiency in Government Act, T. 28, C. 11.

Codes of ethics and conflicts of interest relating to public officers and employees, T. 45, C. 10.
Administrativerulesand regulations.

Organization, practice and procedure, and other provisions, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of
Georgia, State Ethics Commission, Chapter 189-1 et seq.

Law reviews.
For annual survey of administrative law, see 38 Mercer L. Rev. 17 (1986).
For annual survey of local government law, see 40 Mercer L. Rev. 303 (1988).

For article, “Georgia s New Ethics Laws: A Summary of the Changes Relevant to Lobbyists and Legidators,” see 11 Ga. St. B.
J. 22 (No. 4, 2005).
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”

For article, “Georgia's New Ethics Laws. A Summary of the Changes Relevant to Candidates, Campaigns and Contributors,
see 11 Ga. St. B. J. 16 (No. 6, 2006).

For note on 1990 amendment of Code sections within this chapter, see 7 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 279 (1990).
RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. —

Constitutionality of corrupt practices acts, 69 A.L.R. 377.

Hierarchy Notes:

O.C.G.A. Title21

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-1. Short title.

This chapter shall be known as and may be cited as the “ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance
Act.”

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-1, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 2022, § 2/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022; Ga. L. 2022, §
2/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

Editor's notes—

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited asthe ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA Title21
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.
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21-5-2. Declaration of policy.

It is declared to be the policy of this state, in furtherance of its responsibility to protect the integrity of the democratic
process and to ensure fair elections for constitutional offices; state offices; district attorneys, members of the Georgia
House of Representatives and Georgia Senate; all constitutional judicial officers; and all county and municipal el ected
officials, to ingtitute and establish a requirement of public disclosure of campaign contributions and expenditures
relative to the seeking of such offices, to the recall of public officers holding elective office, and to the influencing of
voter approval or rejection of a proposed constitutional amendment, a state-wide referendum, or a proposed question
which isto appear on the ballot in any county or municipal election. Further, it isthe policy of this state that the state’s
public affairs will be best served by disclosures of significant private interests of public officers and officials which
may influence the discharge of their public duties and responsibilities. The General Assembly further finds that it is
for the public to determine whether significant private interests of public officers have influenced the state’ s public
officers to the detriment of their public duties and responsibilities and, in order to make that determination and hold
the public officers accountable, the public must have reasonable access to the disclosure of the significant private
interests of the public officers of this state.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-2, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 1; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 1/HB 48.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.
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For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA Title21

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch.5

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.
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(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-3. Definitions.

Asused in this chapter, the term:

(1) “Business entity” means any corporation, sole proprietorship, partnership, limited partnership, limited liability
company, limited liability partnership, professional corporation, enterprise, franchise, association, trust, joint
venture, or other entity, whether for profit or nonprofit.

(2) “Campaign committee” means the candidate, person, or committee which accepts contributions or makes
expenditures designed to bring about the nomination or election of an individual to any elected office. The term
“campaign committee” also means any person or committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures
designed to bring about the recall of apublic officer holding elective office or to oppose the recall of a public
officer holding elective office or any person or any committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures
designed to bring about the approval or rejection by the voters of any proposed constitutional amendment, a state-
wide referendum, or a proposed question which is to appear on the ballot in this state or in a county or a municipal
election in this state.

(3) “Campaign contribution disclosure report” means a report filed with the commission by a candidate or the
chairperson or treasurer of a campaign committee setting forth all expenditures of more than $100.00 and all
contributions of more than $100.00, including contributions and expenditures of lesser amounts when the
aggregate amount thereof by or to a person is more than $100.00 for the calendar year in which the report is filed.
Such report shall also include the total amount of all individual contributions received or expenditures made of
less than $100.00 each. The first report required in the calendar year of the election shall contain all such
expenditures made and all such contributions received by the candidate or the committee in prior yearsin support
of the campaign in question.

(4) “Candidate’” means an individual who seeks nomination for election or election to any public office, whether
or not such an individual is elected; and a person shall be deemed to seek nomination or election if such person
has taken necessary action under the laws of this state to qualify such person for nomination for election or
election or has received any contributions or made any expendituresin pursuit of such nomination or election or
has given such person’s consent for such person’s campaign committee to receive contributions or make
expenditures with a view to bringing about such person’s nomination for election or election to such office.

(5) “Commission” means the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission created
under Code Section 21-5-4.

(6) “Connected organization” means any organization, including any business entity, labor organization,
membership organization, or cooperative, which is not a political action committee as defined in this Code
section, but which, directly or indirectly, establishes or administers a political action committee or which provides
more than 40 percent of the funds of the political action committee for a calendar year.
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(7) “Contribution” means a gift, subscription, membership, loan, forgiveness of debt, advance or deposit of
money or anything of value conveyed or transferred for the purpose of influencing the nomination for election or
election of any person for office, bringing about the recall of a public officer holding elective office or opposing
the recall of a public officer holding elective office, or the influencing of voter approval or regjection of a proposed
constitutional amendment, a state-wide referendum, or a proposed question which isto appear on the ballot in this
state or in acounty or amunicipal election in this state. The term specifically shall not include the value of
personal services performed by persons who serve without compensation from any source and on a voluntary
basis. The term “contribution” shall include other forms of payment made to candidates for office or who hold
office when such fees and compensation made can be reasonably construed as a campaign contribution designed
to encourage or influence a candidate or public officer holding elective office. The term “contribution” shall also
encompass transactions wherein a qualifying fee required of the candidate is furnished or paid by anyone other
than the candidate.

(8) “Direct ownership interest” means the holding or possession of good legal or rightful title of property or the
holding or enjoyment of real or beneficial use of the property by any person and includes any interest owned or
held by a spouse of such person if such interest is held jointly or as tenants in common between the person and
spouse.

(9) “Election” means a primary election; run-off election, either primary or general; special election; or general
election. Theterm “election” aso means arecall election.

(10) “Election cycle” meansthe period from the day following the date of an election or appointment of a person
to elective public office through and including the date of the next such election of a person to the same public
office and shall be construed and applied separately for each elective office.

(11) “Election year” shall be construed and applied separately for each elective office and means for each
elective office the calendar year during which aregular or special election to fill such officeis held.

(12) “Expenditure’” means a purchase, payment, distribution, loan, advance, deposit, or any transfer of money or
anything of value made for the purpose of influencing the nomination for election or election of any person,
bringing about the recall of a public officer holding elective office or opposing the recall of a public officer
holding elective office, or the influencing of voter approval or rejection of a proposed constitutional amendment,
a state-wide referendum, or a proposed question which isto appear on the ballot in this state or in a county or a
municipal election in this state. The term specifically shall not include the value of personal services performed
by persons who serve without compensation from any source and on avoluntary basis. The term “expenditure’
shall also include the payment of a qualifying fee for and on behalf of a candidate.

(13) “Fiduciary position” means any position imposing a duty to act primarily for the benefit of another person as
an officer, director, manager, partner, guardian, or other designation of general responsibility of a business entity.

(14) “Gift” means any gratuitous transfer to a public officer or any member of the family of the public officer or
aloan of property or services which is not a contribution as defined in paragraph (7) of this Code section and
which is more than $100.00.

(15) “Independent committee” means any committee, club, association, partnership, corporation, labor union, or
other group of persons, other than a campaign committee, political party, or political action committee, which
receives donations during a calendar year from persons who are members or supporters of the committee and
which expends such funds either for the purpose of affecting the outcome of an election for any elected office or
to advocate the election or defeat of any particular candidate.

(16) “Intangible property” means property which is not real property and which is held for profit and includes
stocks, bonds, interest in partnerships, choses in action, and other investments but shall not include any ownership
interest in any public or private retirement or pension fund, account, or system and shall not include any
ownership interest in any public or private life insurance contract or any benefit, value, or proceeds of such life
insurance contract.

(16.1) “Investment” means the investment of money or capital to gain interest or income.
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(16.2) “Loan” means athing that is borrowed, especialy a sum of money that is expected to be paid back with
interest to the lender.

(17) “Member of the family” means a spouse and all dependent children.

(17.1) “Nonelection year” shall be construed and applied separately for each elective office and means for each
elective office any calendar year during which there is no regular or specia election to fill such office.

(17.2) “Nonprofit organization” means a corporation, foundation, or other legal entity, no part of the net earnings
of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual holding an interest in such entity.

(18) “Ordinary and necessary expenses’ shall include, but shall not be limited to, expenditures made during the
reporting period for qualifying fees, office costs and rent, lodging, equipment, travel, advertising, postage, staff
salaries, consultants, files storage, polling, special events, volunteers, reimbursements to volunteers, repayment of
any loans received except as restricted under subsection (i) of Code Section 21-5-41, contributions to nonprofit
organizations, flowers for specia occasions, which shall include, but are not limited to, birthdays and funerals,
attorney fees connected to and in the furtherance of the campaign, and all other expenditures contemplated in
Code Section 21-5-33.

(19) “Person” means an individual, partnership, committee, association, corporation, limited liability company,
limited liability partnership, trust, professional corporation, or other business entity recognized in the State of
Georgia, labor organization, or any other organization or group of persons.

(20) “Political action committee” means:

(A) Any committee, club, association, partnership, corporation, labor union, or other group of persons which
receives donations during a calendar year from persons who are members or supporters of the committee and
which contributes funds to one or more candidates for public office or campaign committees of candidates for
public office; and

(B) A “separate segregated fund” as defined in Code Section 21-5-40.

Such term does not include a candidate campaign committee.

(21) “Public employee” means every person employed by the executive, legislative, or judicial branch of state
government, or any department, board, bureau, agency, commission, or authority thereof.

(22) “Public officer” means:

(A) The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, Commissioner of Labor,
Commissioner of Agriculture, Commissioner of Insurance, and State School Superintendent;

(B) Every other elected state official not listed in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph;
(C) The executive head of every state department or agency, whether elected or appointed;
(D) Each member of the General Assembly;
(E) The executive director of each state board, commission, council, or authority and the members thereof;
(F) Every elected county official and every elected member of alocal board of education; and
(G) Every elected municipal official.
(23) “Quadifying officer” means a person who qualifies a candidate for an election.

(24) “Reporting period” means the period of time beginning the day after the last report due date, excluding any
grace period, through the due date of the next report.

(25) “Staff attorney” means alicensed member of the Georgia Bar Association that is employed by the Georgia
Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission.
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Code 1981, § 21-5-3, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 2; Ga. L. 1987, p. 458, § 1; Ga. L. 1990, p.
922,81; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, 82; Ga. L. 1993, p. 118, 8 1; Ga. L. 1993, p. 1279, § 14; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, 88 1, 2; Ga. L.
2005, p. 859, 8 2/HB 48; Ga. L. 2006, p. 69, 8 1/SB 467; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, 82/SB 17; Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, 8 2/HB 143; Ga.
L. 2022, § 3/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’snotes.
Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 5, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severability.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations,
that Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ‘ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reports filed on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘Ethicsin Government Act of 2021.""

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

General Consideration
Contributions

Person

General Consideration

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, annotations decided under the former chapter are included in the
annotations for this Code section.

Officers may not receive valuablesin exchange for act related to office. —

Other than those emoluments of public office that are expressly authorized and established by law, no holder of public officeis
entitled to request or receive — from any source, directly or indirectly — anything of value in exchange for the performance of
any act related to the functions of that office. Sate v. Agan, 259 Ga. 541, 384 SE.2d 863, 1989 Ga. LEXIS 542 (1989), cert.
denied, 494 U.S 1057, 110 S. Ct. 1526, 108 L. Ed. 2d 765, 1990 U.S. LEXIS 1549 (1990).

Contributions
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Changein act definition enlar ged definition of contribution. —

The Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. 8§ 21-5-1 et seq., carried forward the substance of the definition of contribution from
the Financial Disclosure Act, O.C.G.A. §21-5-50 et seq., but removed the words that restricted the term “influence” to
influencing the introduction of enriching legidation; that change was not as an attempt to restrict the definition of a bribe, but
as amanner of enlarging the definition of a contribution so as to insure the reporting of almost al transfers to the candidate or
office holder. State v. Agan, 259 Ga. 541, 384 SE.2d 863, 1989 Ga. LEXIS 542 (1989), cert. denied, 494 U.S 1057, 110 S. Ct.
1526, 108 L. Ed. 2d 765, 1990 U.S. LEXIS 1549 (1990).

Contributionsincludes fundsreceived and funds expended. —

For a candidate, “contribution” includes not only the transfer of personal funds to the candidate’ s campaign committee for its
expenditure on behalf of the candidate’s campaign, but aso the candidate’ s expenditure of these funds toward the same end.
Kaler v. Common Cause, 244 Ga. 838, 262 SE.2d 132, 1979 Ga. LEXIS 1435 (1979) (decided under the former chapter).

For a noncandidate, “contribution” includes not only the transfer of personal and nonpersonal funds to the candidate or the
candidate’s campaign committee for expenditure by them on behalf of the candidate’ s campaign, but also the noncandidate’s
expenditure of these funds toward the same end. Kaler v. Common Cause, 244 Ga. 838, 262 SE.2d 132, 1979 Ga. LEXIS 1435
(1979) (decided under the former chapter).

Transfer may come within definition of “contribution”. —

A transfer that is a bribe as defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-10-2 a'so may come within the definition of “contribution” as contained
in the third sentence of paragraph (6) of O.C.G.A. § 21-5-3; the fact that such a transfer must be reported does not change its
character as a bribe. State v. Agan, 259 Ga. 541, 384 SE.2d 863, 1989 Ga. LEXIS 542 (1989), cert. denied, 494 U.S. 1057, 110
S. Ct. 1526, 108 L. Ed. 2d 765, 1990 U.S. LEXIS 1549 (1990).

Purchase of media publicity for a candidate is a “contribution”. Fortson v. Weeks, 232 Ga. 472, 208 SE.2d 68, 1974 Ga.
LEXIS987 (1974) (decided under the former chapter).

Person
“Person” definition not too vagueto be enforced. —
The terms used in defining “ person”, when given a reasonable meaning and when the provisions wherein they appear are given

a reasonable construction, are not too vague to be enforced. Fortson v. Weeks, 232 Ga. 472, 208 SE.2d 68, 1974 Ga. LEXIS
987 (1974) (decided under the former chapter).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, annotations decided under the former chapter are included in the
annotations for this Code section.

Campaign Committee

Political action committeeisnot a campaign committee. —
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A political action committee does not constitute a campaign committee, as contemplated under O.C.G.A. 8§ 21-5-3, because it
neither accepts contributions nor makes expenditures designated to bring about the nomination or election of an individual to
any elected office. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-18. (But see 1989 Op. Att’y Gen. No. 89-54).

Contributions

When a candidate transfer s per sonal fundsto a campaign committee,

itisa“contribution” and it should be reported. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 79-24 (decided under the former chapter).

Per sonswho cosign notes as sur eties on loansto candidates

for their campaigns are “ contributors’, and the amount of the loan must be included in the campaign financing disclosure report
if it exceeds $101.00. 1974 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 74-102 (decided under the former chapter).

Social function sponsored by a political action committee

may constitute a reportable contribution and/or a reportable expenditure under O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5, depending upon the
purpose of the social function sponsored by the political action committee. 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-47.

“Value' of attendance of an elected official at an event sponsored by a public or private entity

is not required to be reported where the purpose of the appearance is not designed to bring about the nomination or election of
the official. 1997 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U97-1.

Officersrequired tofiledisclosurereports. —
Executive directors and members of state examining boards, as well as other public officers defined in O.C.G.A. § 21-5-3(15),

must file financial disclosure reports required under the Financial Disclosure Act, O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5. 1997 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. 97-18.

M onetary contributions. —

A candidate for public office may receive monetary campaign contributions for an election, and throughout each of the
applicable elections for that particular public office’s cycle, whichever elections actually occur and for which the candidate is
actually on the ballot. An individua may only contribute up to the maximum contribution limit to that candidate for that
particular election. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

Person

Organization collecting money from candidatesto spend on political activities. —

An organization that would collect money from candidates, which it would then spend on political activities on behalf of
candidates, regardless of its precise legal structure, would be a “person”. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U79-18 (decided under the
former chapter).

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Administrativerulesand regulations.

Disclosure reports, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission,
Chapter 189-3.

L aw reviews.
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For article on 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For note on 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).
Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations and research
references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.

End of Document

19
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:4K5P-TSM0-00CW-903J-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FW71-DYB7-W2KB-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FW71-DYB7-W357-00000-00&context=1000516

O.C.GA.8§21-54

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-4. Geor gia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission;
member ship; officers; quorum; meetings.

(a) The Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission shall be a successor to the State
Ethics Commission, with such duties and powers as are set forth in this chapter. As the successor commission, it shall
have al the powers and duties granted to the State Ethics Commission in all matters pending before the State Ethics
Commission and may continue to investigate, prosecute, and act upon all such matters.

(b) The commission shall be governed by five members appointed as follows: three members, not more than two of
whom shall be from the same political party, shall be appointed by the Governor, two for terms of three years and one
for aterm of two years; one member shall be appointed by the Senate Committee on Assignments for aterm of four
years, and one member shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives for aterm of four years.
Upon the expiration of a member’sterm of office, a new member, appointed in the same manner as the member whose
term of office expired as provided in this subsection, shall become a member of the commission and shall serve for a
term of four years and until such member’s successor is duly appointed and qualified. If avacancy occursin the
membership of the commission, a new member shall be appointed to the unexpired term of office by the state official
or the committee that appointed the vacating member. Members of the commission shall not serve for more than one
complete term of office.

(c) All members of the commission shall be residents of this state.
(d) Any person who:

(1) Hasqualified to run for any federal, state, or local public office within a period of five years prior to such
person’ s appointment;

(2) Hasheld any federal, state, or local public office within a period of five years prior to such person’s
appointment; or

(3) Servesasan officer of any political party, whether such officeis elective or appointive and whether such
office exists on alocal, state, or national level

shall beineligible to serve as a member of the commission.

(e) The commission shall elect a chairperson, avice chairperson, and other officers as it deems necessary. The
members shall not be compensated for their services but they shall be reimbursed in an amount equal to the per diem
received by the General Assembly for each day or portion thereof spent in serving as members of the commission.
They shall be paid their necessary traveling expenses while engaged in the business of the commission.

(f) A majority of the members of the commission constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business. The vote of at
least amagjority of the members present at any meeting at which a quorum is present is necessary for any action to be
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taken by the commission. No vacancy in the membership of the commission impairs the right of a quorum to exercise
all rights and perform all duties of the commission.

(g) Meetings of the members of the commission shall be held at the call of the chairperson or whenever any two
members so request.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-4, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1, Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 3; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 3/HB 48; Ga. L.
2006, p. 69, 8 /B 467; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 3/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ¢ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, annotations decided under the former chapter are included in the
annotations for this Code section.

Appointment of member by legislature not unconstitutional. —

The mere appointment, by a member of the legislative branch, of a nonlegislator to an executive commission, such as the State
Campaign and Financial Disclosure Committee (now State Ethics Commission), is not a simultaneous discharge of duties and
functions against which the constitutional doctrine of separation of powers is directed. Caldwell v. Bateman, 252 Ga. 144, 312
SE.2d 320, 1984 Ga. LEXIS 640 (1984) (decided under the former chapter).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, annotations decided under the former chapter are included in the
annotations for this Code section.

21
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4XH0-5NT0-002W-X3VB-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4XH0-5PN0-002W-X1D1-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4XH0-5PN0-002W-X1D1-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:508M-V930-002W-X3P7-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4XH0-5NT0-002W-X3VB-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3RRM-2PR0-003F-J2D5-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=cases&id=urn:contentItem:3RRM-2PR0-003F-J2D5-00000-00&context=1000516

Page 3 of 3
O.C.GA.821-54

Reimbursement for food and lodging expenses. —

Members of the commission are not entitled to reimbursement for food and lodging expenses, but only for traveling expenses,
i.e, the actual cost of transportation, depending on the type of carrier utilized, while engaged in the business of the
commission. 1975 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 75-103 (decided under the former chapter).

Terms. —

Members of the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission may serve no more than one complete
four year term of office, as set by law, and may for a period of less than a complete term hold over in office until one's
successor is duly appointed and properly takes office. 2011 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 11-4.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Administrativerulesand regulations.

Organization, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission, Chapter
189-1.

L aw reviews.

For article on 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA . Title21

O.C.G.A.Title21, Ch. 5
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-5. Operating expenses.

The funds necessary to carry out this chapter shall come from the funds appropriated to and available to the
commission and from any other available funds. The commission shall be a budget unit as defined in Part 1 of Article
4 of Chapter 12 of Title 45, the “Budget Act”; provided, however, that the commission shall be assigned for
administrative purposes only to the State Accounting Office.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-5, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8 1; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 4/HB 48; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 4/SB 17; Ga.
L. 2022, § 4/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, 8 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. shb120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-6. Power s and duties of the commission.

(@) Thecommission isvested with the following powers:
(1) To meet at such times and places as it may deem necessary;

(2) To contract with other agencies, public or private, or persons as it deems necessary for the rendering and
affording of such services, facilities, studies, and reports to the commission as will best assist it to carry out its
duties and responsibilities;

(3) To cooperate with and secure the cooperation of every department, agency, or instrumentality in the state
government or its political subdivisionsin the furtherance of the purposes of this chapter;

(4) Toemploy an executive secretary and such additional staff as the commission deems necessary to carry out
the powers delegated to the commission by this chapter;

(5) To issue subpoenasto compel any person to appear, give sworn testimony, or produce documentary or other
evidence;

(6) Toingtitute and prosecute actions in the superior courts, in its own name, seeking to enjoin or restrain any
violation or threatened violation of this chapter;

(7) Except as provided for in subsection (c) of Code Section 21-5-33, to adopt in accordance with Chapter 13 of
Title 50, the “ Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,” any rules and regulations necessary and appropriate for
carrying out the purposes of this chapter; provided, however, that the commission shall not require the reporting
or disclosure of more information on any campaign contribution disclosure report or personal financial disclosure
statement than is expressly required to be reported or disclosed by this chapter; and

(8) Todo any and al things necessary or convenient to enable it to perform wholly and adequately its duties and
to exercise the powers specifically authorized to it in this chapter.

(b) The commission shall have the following duties:
(1) To prescribe formsto be used in complying with this chapter;

(2) To prepare and publish in print or electronically amanual setting forth recommended uniform methods of
accounting and reporting for use by persons required by this chapter to file statements and reports,

(3) To accept and file any information voluntarily supplied that exceeds the requirements of this chapter;
(4) Todevelop afiling, coding, and cross-indexing system consonant with the purposes of this chapter;

(5) To adopt aretention standard for records of the commission in accordance with Article 5 of Chapter 18 of
Title 50, the “ Georgia Records Act”;
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(6) To prepare and publishin print or electronically such other reports and technical studies asin its judgment
will tend to promote the purposes of this chapter;

(7) To provide for public dissemination of such summaries and reports;

(8) To determine whether the required statements and reports have been filed and, if so, whether they conform to
the requirements of this chapter;

(9) To make investigations, subject to the limitations contained in Cade Section 21-5-7.1, with respect to the
statements and reports filed under this chapter and with respect to alleged failure to file any statements or reports
required under this chapter and upon receipt of the written complaint of any person, including a staff attorney
employed by the commission, verified under oath to the best information, knowledge, and belief by the person or
staff attorney making such complaint with respect to an alleged violation of any provision of this chapter,
provided that nothing in this Code section shall be construed to limit or encumber the right of the commission to
initiate on probable cause an investigation on its own cognizance as it deems necessary to fulfill its obligations
under this chapter;

(10)

(A) To conduct a preliminary investigation, subject to the limitations contained in Code Section 21-5-7.1, of
the merits of awritten complaint by any person, including a staff attorney employed by the commission, who
believes that aviolation of this chapter has occurred, verified under oath to the best information, knowledge,
and belief by the person or staff attorney making such complaint. If there are found no reasonable grounds to
believe that a violation has occurred, the complaint shall be dismissed, subject to being reopened upon
discovery of additional evidence or relevant material. If the commission determines that there are such
reasonable grounds to believe that a violation has occurred, it shall give notice by summoning the persons
believed to have committed the violation to a hearing. The hearing shall be conducted in all respectsin
accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the “ Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.” The commission may
file, through a staff attorney employed by the commission, a complaint charging violations of this chapter,
and any person aggrieved by the final decision of the commission is entitled to judicial review in accordance
with Chapter 13 of Title 50; provided, however, that nothing in this Code section shall be construed to limit
or encumber the right of the commission to initiate on probable cause an investigation on its own cognizance
asit deems necessary to fulfill its obligations under this chapter.

(B) Inany such preliminary investigation referenced in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, until such time
as the commission determines that there are reasonable grounds to believe that a violation has occurred, it
shall not be necessary to give the notice by summons nor to conduct a hearing in accordance with Chapter 13
of Title 50, the “Georgia Administrative Procedure Act”;

(11) To report suspected violations of law to the appropriate law enforcement authority;

(12) Toinvestigate upon awritten complaint any illegal use of public employeesin a political campaign by any
candidate;

(13) Toissue, upon written request, and publish in print or electronically written advisory opinions on the
reguirements of this chapter, based on areal or hypothetical set of circumstances; and each such written advisory
opinion shall be issued within 60 days of the written request for the advisory opinion. The commission shall make
all advisory opinions that were issued after January 9, 2006, publicly available for review and shall post these and
all future opinions on the commission’s website, and the commission shall make all advisory opinions that were
issued prior to January 9, 2006, publicly available for review and shall post these opinions on the commission’s
website. No liability shall be imposed under this chapter for any act or omission made in conformity with a
written advisory opinion issued by the commission that isvalid at the time of the act or omission;

(14) Toissue orders, after the completion of appropriate proceedings, directing compliance with this chapter or
prohibiting the actual or threatened commission of any conduct constituting a violation. Such order may include a
provision requiring the violator:

(A) To cease and desist from committing further violations;
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(B) To make public complete statements, in corrected form, containing the information required by this
chapter;

(©

(i) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of Code Section 21-5-7.1, to pay acivil penalty not to exceed
$1,000.00 for each violation contained in any report required by this chapter or for each failure to
comply with any other provision of this chapter or of any rule or regulation promulgated under this
chapter; provided, however, that acivil penalty not to exceed $10,000.00 may be imposed for a second
occurrence of aviolation of the same provision and acivil penalty not to exceed $25,000.00 may be
imposed for each third or subsequent occurrence of aviolation of the same provision. In imposing a
penalty or late filing fee under this chapter, the commission may waive or suspend such penalty or feeif
the imposition of such penalty or fee would impose an undue hardship on the person required to pay such
penalty or fee. The commission may also waive or suspend a penalty or fee in the case of failureto file
or latefiling of areport if there are no items to be included in the report. For the purposes of the penalties
imposed by this division, the same error, act, omission, or inaccurate entry shall be considered asingle
violation if the error, act, omission, or inaccurate entry appears multiple times on the same report or
causes further errors, omissions, or inaccurate entries in that report or in any future reports or further
violations in that report or in any future reports.

(if) A civil penalty shall not be assessed except after notice and hearing as provided by Chapter 13 of
Title 50, the “ Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.” The amount of any civil penalty finally assessed
shall be recoverable by a civil action brought in the name of the commission. All moneys recovered
pursuant to this Code section shall be deposited in the state treasury.

(iif) The Attorney General of this state shall, upon complaint by the commission, or may, upon the
Attorney General’s own initiative if after examination of the complaint and evidence the Attorney
General believes aviolation has occurred, bring an action in the superior court in the name of the
commission for atemporary restraining order or other injunctive relief or for civil penaltiesfor a
violation of any provision of this chapter or any rule or regulation duly issued by the commission.

(iv) Any action brought by the Attorney General to enforce civil penalties for aviolation of the
provisions of this chapter or of any rule or regulation duly issued by the commission or any order issued
by the commission ordering compliance or to cease and desist from further violations shall be brought in
the superior court of the county of the residence of the party against whom relief is sought. Service of
process shall lie in any jurisdiction within the state. In such actions, the superior court inquiry shall be
limited to whether notice was given by the commission to the violator in compliance with the
Constitution and the rules of procedure of Chapter 13 of Title 50, the “ Georgia Administrative Procedure
Act.” Upon satisfaction that notice was given and a hearing was held pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 50,
the “Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,” the superior court shall enforce the orders of the
commission and the civil penalties assessed under this chapter and the superior court shall not make
independent inquiry as to whether the violations have occurred.

(v) Inany action brought by the Attorney General to enforce any of the provisions of this chapter or of
any rule or regulation issued by the commission, the judgment, if in favor of the commission, shall
provide that the defendant pay to the commission the costs, including reasonable attorneys' fees,
incurred by the commission in the prosecution of such action.

The commission shall make all such orders that were issued after January 9, 2006, publicly available for
review and shall post these and all future orders on the commission’s website, and the commission shall make
all advisory orders that were issued prior to January 9, 2006, publicly available for review and shall post
these orders on the commission’ s website. Such orders shall serve as precedent for all future orders and
opinions of the commission;

(15) To make public its conclusion that a violation has occurred and the nature of such violation;

(16) To petition the superior court within the county where the hearing was or is being conducted for the
enforcement of any order issued in connection with such hearing;
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(17) Toreport to the General Assembly and the Governor at the close of each fiscal year concerning the action
taken during that time, the names, salaries, and duties of al individuals employed, and the funds disbursed and to
make such further report on the matters within its jurisdiction as may appear desirable;

(18) To carry out the procedures, duties, and obligations relative to the commission set forth in this chapter;

(19) Onagquarterly basis, to prepare, update, and publishin print or electronically a report and post such report
on itswebsite, listing the name of each filer required to file with the commission who has not filed the most recent
campaign contribution disclosure report required by Code Sections 21-5-34 and 21-5-34.1, the financial disclosure
statement required by Code Section 21-5-50, or the disclosure report required by Code Section 21-5-73 within 30
days of the date such report was due to be filed;

(20) To publishin print or electronically overall lobbyist spending by category. Such categories shall include
gifts, meals, entertainment, office supplies, lodging, equipment, advertising, travel, and postage;

(21) To promulgate rules and regulations with respect to electronic filings;
(22) To provide and conduct semiannual training on the mechanics of electronic filing and registration;

(23) To award attorneys feesto the party complained against if the commission deems the complaint to be
frivolous, legally or factually; and

(24) Toissueawarning letter to persons who have not filed any statement or report required by this chapter.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-6, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, 88 4, 5; Ga. L. 1992, p. 56, § 1; Ga. L. 2005, p.
859, 8 5/HB 48; Ga. L. 2006, p. 69, 8 1/SB 467; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 1/SB 168; Ga. L. 2010, p. 838, 8 10/SB 388; Ga. L.
2010, p. 1173, 8 5/B 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, 8§ 1/HB 232; Ga. L. 2011, p. 590, § 1/HB 143; Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, § 1/HB 143;
Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, 8 1/HB 142; Ga. L. 2022, § 5/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall become effective upon its
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘Ethicsin Government Act of 2021.""

JUDICIAL DECISIONS
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Judicial enforcement of administrative subpoenas. —

In a case in which the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission initiated a preliminary
investigation and issued administrative subpoenas to the appellees, the Commission could seek judicial enforcement of the
Commission’s administrative subpoenas in accordance with the Georgia Administrative Procedure Act, O.C.G.A. § 50-13-1 et
seg., because the subpoenas issued “commanded” and “compelled” the respective appellees to produce various
communications and records; and those subpoenas sufficiently “ordered” the respective appellees to produce the requested
materials, the alleged noncompliance with which would alow for the Commission to seek enforcement in the superior court.
Ga. Gov't Transparency & Campaign Fin. Comm'n v. New Ga. Project Action Fund, 359 Ga. App. 32, 856 SE.2d 733, 2021
Ga. App. LEXIS152 (2021).

Commission’sfinding of reasonable groundsfor violation not appealable. —

Candidate had not shown irreparable harm justifying immediate appeal to the superior court under O.C.G.A. 8§ 50-13-19(a)
from an interim decision of the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission because judicial
review would be available after the final decision; the charges had been pending over eight years and alleged damage to the
candidate’'s reputation was not irreparable harm. Oxendine v. Gov't Transparency & Campaign Fin. Comm'n, 341 Ga. App.
901, 802 SE.2d 310, 2017 Ga. App. LEXIS 304 (2017), cert. denied, No. S17C1925, 2017 Ga. LEXIS 1018 (Ga. Dec. 11,

2017).

Attorneys' fees. —

The superior court erred in failing to award attorneys' fees to the commission after the commission prevailed in an enforcement
action under the Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq. Sate Ethics Comm'n v. Long, 223 Ga. App. 621, 478
SE.2d 618, 1996 Ga. App. LEXIS 1189 (1996), cert. denied, No. 97C0463, 1997 Ga. LEXIS 330 (Ga. Mar. 7, 1997).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, opinions decided under the former chapter are included in the annotations
for this Code section.

Activities constituting “ meeting” within meaning of Open MeetingsLaw. —

The activities conducted in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 21-5-6(b)(10)(A), including convening a quorum to hear testimony,
taking evidence, considering arguments of the parties, deliberating, and imposing penalties, constitute a “meeting” within the
meaning of the Open Meetings Law, O.C.G.A. §50-14-1 et seq. Accordingly, the commission must conduct al of these
activities regarding the resolution of a contested case in accordance with the dictates of the Open Mesetings Law. 1989 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 89-6.

Recusal motion. —

The commission acting as a body, or through an individual member of the commission, has no express or implied statutory
authority to rule on a motion to recuse one of its members; rather, the member against whom the recusal motion is filed must
determine, in light of O.C.G.A. § 45-10-3, whether he or she should voluntarily abstain. 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. 89-9.

Commission isnot authorized to grant exemptions from reporting and disclosur e requirements of chapter.
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1977 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 77-85 (decided under the former chapter).

I nvestigation of possible retr ospective violations. —

The commission was authorized to investigate possible violations of the former chapter whether or not the questioned acts
occurred prior to the commission’s existence. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-52 (decided under the former chapter).

Two-year misdemeanor statute of limitationsinapplicable to investigations. —

Investigative powers of Campaign and Financial Disclosure Commission (now State Ethics Commission) not barred by two-
year misdemeanor statute of limitations. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-102 (decided under the former chapter).

I dentifying persons not filing timely financial disclosur e statements. —

While there is no statutory authority to compel local filing officers to report candidates or public officers who have not timely
filed their financial disclosure statements, O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5 requires the Ethics Commission to identify such persons. 1987
Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-26.

Who may adjust contribution limits. —

The Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission, and not its staff, is the regulatory body under
Georgialaw granted the discretionary ability to determine whether and to what extent to adjust contribution limits. Thereis no
express grant of authority by the General Assembly that would permit the delegation of this discretionary duty to Commission
staff. Therefore, only the Commission, not the staff, can alter contribution limits pursuant to the discretionary authority granted
to the Commission by statute. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

Research References & Practice Aids

Administrativerulesand regulations.

Organization, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission, Chapter
189-1.

L aw reviews.

For article on the 2013 amendment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch.5

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations and research
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-7. Initiation of complaints.

The commission shall not initiate any investigation or inquiry into any matter under its jurisdiction based upon the
complaint of any person, including a staff attorney employed by the commission, unless that person or staff attorney
shall produce the same in writing and verify the same under oath to the best information, knowledge, and belief of
such person, the falsification of which shall be punishable as false swearing under Code Section 16 10 71. The person
against whom any complaint is made shall be furnished by hand delivery or statutory overnight delivery or mailed by
certified mail, return receipt requested, a copy of the complaint by the commission within two business days of the
commission’s receipt of such complaint and prior to any other public dissemination of such complaint.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-7, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 6; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1619, § 6; Ga. L. 2005, p.
859, § 6/HB 48; Ga. L. 2022, § 6/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, inserted “, including a staff attorney employed by the commission,” and “or
staff attorney” in the first sentence, and deleted the former last sentence, which read: “Nothing in this Code section, however,
shall be construed to limit or encumber the right of the commission to initiate on probable cause an investigation on its own
cognizance as it deems necessary to fulfill its obligations under this chapter.”

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited asthe ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

JUDICIAL DECISIONS
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Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, decisions decided under the former chapter are included in the annotations
for this Code section.

Unconstitutional to conduct hearing without allowing accused to participate. —

Due process is violated where the commission subpoenas witnesses, holds public hearings at which witnesses are interrogated,
and ultimately issues a report, but all the while refusing to allow a request by the alleged violator to participate in the public
hearings by cross examining witnesses, making objections, and presenting evidence. Caldwell v. Bateman, 252 Ga. 144, 312
SE.2d 320, 1984 Ga. LEXIS 640 (1984) (decided under former chapter).

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations and research
references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.
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Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-7.1. Technical defectsin filings, determination; notice to the subject of the
complaint and opportunity to correct the defect; administrative fee; dismissal of
complaints wher e best efforts have been made to complete afiling.

The commission shall adopt rules which shall provide that:

History

(1) Upon the commission’s receipt of a complaint, a determination shall be made as to whether the complaint
relates to atechnical defect in afiling. For this purpose, atechnical defect shall include, but not be limited to, a
defect such as an incorrect date or afailure to include a date, an incorrect contributor’s occupation or afailure to
include a contributor’ s occupation, an incorrect address or e-mail address or afailure to include an address or e-
mail address, an incorrect employer or afailure to include an employer, accounting errors, or any other similar
defects;

(2) When the commission determines that a complaint relates to atechnical defect in afiling, the subject of the
complaint shall be issued a notice of the technical defect by certified mail, return receipt requested, or statutory
overnight delivery and shall be given a period of 30 calendar days from the receipt of the notice to correct the
technical defect. During the 30 day period the complaint shall be considered as received by the commission but
not yet filed with the commission and shall not be considered a violation of this chapter. If during the 30 day
period the technical defect is cured by an amended filing or otherwise, or if during the 30 day period the subject
of the complaint demonstrates that there is no technical defect as alleged, the complaint shall be disposed of
without filing or further proceedings and no penalty shall be imposed. If the subject of the complaint failsto
respond to the notice of atechnical defect, make an amended filing, or demonstrate that there is no technical
defect as alleged by the thirty-first day, the commission shall impose and collect an administrative fee not to
exceed $50.00 per technical defect. For the purposes of the penalties imposed by this paragraph, the same error or
inaccurate entry shall be considered a single technical violation if the error or inaccurate entry appears multiple
times on asingle report or causes further errors or inaccurate entries in that report or in any future reports;

(3) If the subject of the complaint does not pay the administrative fee required by paragraph (2) of this Code
section, if any, and does not otherwise also comply with paragraph (2) of this Code section by the sixtieth day
from the receipt of the notice of atechnical defect, the commission shall conduct further investigation and the
complaint may proceed further in accordance with the provisions of this chapter; and

(4) When the commission determines in its discretion that best efforts have been made to complete arequired
filing, said filing shall be considered in compliance with this Code section and any complaint relative to said
filing shall be dismissed.
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Code 1981, § 21-5-7.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 7/HB 48; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 6/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe © Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 enactment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-8. Venue.

Venue for prosecution of civil violations of this chapter or for any other action by or on behalf of the commission shall
be in the county of the residence of the candidate or public officer at the time of the alleged violation or action.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-8, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1.

Annotations

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch. 5
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-9. Penalties.

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, any person who knowingly fails to comply with or who knowingly
violates this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The provisions of this Code section shall not preclude
prosecution and punishment for the commission of any felony offense as otherwise provided by law.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-9, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, 8 7; Ga. L. 1988, p. 603, § 8; Ga. L. 1989, p. 10,
81; Ga. L. 2016, p. 173, 8§ 6/SB 199.

Annotations

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Venue. —

When the defendants were indicted under O.C.G.A. § 21-5-9 for failing to file documents with the State Ethics Commission
under O.C.G.A. §21-5-34, venue was in the county where the commission was exclusively located; the place fixed for
performance of the required act fixed the situs of the alleged crime. McKinney v. State, 282 Ga. 230, 647 SE.2d 44, 2007 Ga.
LEXIS 479 (2007).

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For survey article on local government law, see 60 Mercer L. Rev. 263 (2008).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch.5
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O0.C.G.A.§21-591

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-9.1. Prerequisite to seeking election or reelection to General Assembly.

No person who has served or is serving as a member of the General Assembly shall be eligible to qualify to seek
election or reelection to the General Assembly until and unless all fines and fees owing to the commission have been
paid, all disclosure reports due have been filed, and all outstanding taxes have been paid.

History

Code 2022, § 21-5-9.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2022, § 6A/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

Effective date—
This Code section became effective March 2, 2022.
Editor's notes—

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited asthe ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-10

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-10. Chapter as continuation of laws; effect of enactment.

The provisions of this chapter, so far asthey are the same as those of existing laws, are intended as a continuation of
such laws and not as new enactments. The repeal by this chapter of any Act of the General Assembly, or part thereof,
shall not revive any Act, or part thereof, heretofore repealed or superseded. This chapter shall not affect any act done,
liahility or penalty incurred, or right accrued or vested prior to the taking effect of this chapter; nor shall this chapter
affect any actions or prosecution then pending, or to be instituted, to enforce any right or penalty then accrued or to
punish any offense theretofore committed.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-10, enacted by Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 8.

Annotations

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA Title21

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch.5
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O0.C.G.A.821-5-11

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-11. Acceptance by public officer s of monetary fees or honoraria.

(a) No public officer other than a public officer elected state wide shall accept a monetary fee or honorarium in excess
of $100.00 for a speaking engagement, participation in a seminar, discussion panel, or other activity which directly
relates to the official duties of that public officer or the office of that public officer.

(b) No public officer elected state wide shall accept any monetary fee or honorarium for a speaking engagement,
participation in a seminar, discussion panel, or other such activity.

(c) For purposes of this chapter, actual and reasonable expenses for food, beverages, travel, lodging, and registration
for ameeting which are provided to permit participation in apanel or speaking engagement at the meeting shall not be
monetary fees or honoraria.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-11, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, 8 3; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, 8 7/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.””

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For note on the 1992 enactment of this Code section, see9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).
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O.C.G.A.821-5-12

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidlative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-12. Connected or ganizations.

(a) The name of each political action committee shall include the name of its connected organization.

(b) The name of any separate segregated fund, as defined in Code Section 21-5-40, shall include the name of its
connected organization.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-12, enacted by Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, 8 1; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 8/HB 48.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

L aw reviews.

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch.5
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O0.C.G.A.821-5-13

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-13. Limitation of actions.

(a) Any action aleging aviolation of this chapter shall be commenced within three years after the date on which the
violation, wrongful action, or omission occurred, unless otherwise provided by subsections (b) or (c) of this Code
section.

(b) Any action alleging aviolation involving any person elected to serve for aterm of four or more years, but fewer
than six years, or involving any candidate for an office with aterm of four, but fewer than six years, shall be
commenced within five years after the date on which the violation, wrongful action, or omission occurred.

(c) Any action aleging aviolation of this chapter involving any person elected to serve aterm of six or more years or
involving any candidate for an office with aterm of six or more years shall be commenced within seven years after the
date on which the violation, wrongful act, or omission occurred.

(d) For purposes of this Code section, an action shall be deemed to have commenced against a person only when
either:

(1) A complaint has been accepted by the commission in compliance with Code Section 21-5-7; or

(2) The commission or Attorney General serves on such person a notice of summons or hearing, in accordance
with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the “ Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,” that alleges that such person has
violated this chapter.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-13, enacted by Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, 8 9/HB 48; Ga. L. 2006, p. 69, § 1/SB 467; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 8/SB
17; Ga L. 2022, § 7/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, rewrote this Code section, which formerly read: “Any action aleging a
violation of this chapter shall be commenced within three years after the date of filing of the first report containing the alleged
violation; provided, however, that any action alleging a violation of this chapter shall be commenced within five years after the
date of filing of the first report containing the alleged violation involving any person elected to serve for aterm of four or more
years or any candidate for an office with a term of four or more years. For purposes of this Code section, an action shall be
deemed to have commenced against a person only when either:
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“(1) A complaint has been accepted by the commission in compliance with Code Section 21-5-7; or

“(2) The commission or Attorney General serves on such person a notice of summons or hearing, in accordance with Chapter
13 of Title 50, the ‘ Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,’ that alleges that such person has violated this chapter.”

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
as the * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reports filed on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

L aw reviews.

For article on the 2005 enactment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article 1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-14. E-mail addressreporting requirements; exceptions.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, each individual required by this chapter to file a report
or disclosure statement with the commission shall provide the commission, in writing, with a current e-mail address
and shall advise the commission, in writing, of any change to such address within ten days of any change to such
address. Such information shall be provided to the commission prior to January 31 each year.

(b) City, county, and school board officials are not required to provide an e-mail address to the commission.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-14, enacted by Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, 8 9/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 2/HB 232.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ‘ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, 8 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that this Code section appliesto all
reports filed on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides. “This Act shall become effective upon its
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1—4) > Article1 General Provisions (88 21-5-1 — 21-5-15)

21-5-15. Noticeto local officialsregarding certain actionsto be given by certified mail
or statutory overnight delivery.

When the commission gives notice to alocal officia referred to in subparagraph (F) or (G) of paragraph (22) of Code
Section 21-5-3 of any of the actions listed in this Code section, such notice shall be given by certified mail or statutory
overnight delivery. This Code section shall apply with respect to any notice of: the filing of a complaint; a technical
defect in afiling; afailure to make atimely filing; or alate fee or other penalty.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-15, enacted by Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 3/HB 232.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides. “This Act shall become effective upon its
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.
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Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 — 4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

Article 2 Campaign Contributions

Annotations

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, opinions decided under the former chapter are included in the annotations
to thisarticle.

Candidatesfor county education board. —

The members of a county board of education are county officers and candidates for these offices were subject to the
reguirements of the former chapter. 1975 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 75-129 (decided under former chapter).

Chapter not applicableto legidator’s attempt to be elected House speaker protem. —

The former chapter did not mention and therefore does not apply to contributions and expenditures made in connection with a
legislator’s attempt to be elected speaker pro tem of the Georgia House of Representatives. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-100
(decided under former chapter).

Corporate contribution to campaign of incumbent state candidate. —

Nothing in any provision of the former chapter prohibited a corporate contribution to the election or reglection campaign of an
incumbent candidate for state office. 1975 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 75-143 (decided under former chapter).

Administration costs of employee participation plan. —
The payment by a corporation of the cost of the administration of an employee participation plan established pursuant to 11
C.F.R. §114.11, which is a political giving program, was not subject to the disclosure provisions of the former Campaign and

Financial Disclosure Act. 1984 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 84-11 (decided under former chapter).

Candidate should keep recordsfor a minimum period of four years. —
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Prudence would seem to dictate that the candidate who in good faith is attempting to comply with all aspects of the former
chapter should keep the candidate's records as evidence for a minimum period of four years from the date of the last
contribution or expenditure made in connection with the campaign. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-108 (decided under former
chapter).

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Administrativerulesand regulations.

Disclosure reports, Officia Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission,
Chapter 189-3.

Committees, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission, Chapter 189-
4.

Disposition of contributions, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics
Commission, Chapter 189-5.

Campaign contributions, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission,
Chapter 189-6.

Law reviews.

For annual survey on administrative law, see 66 Mercer L. Rev. 1 (2014).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. —

Constitutionality and construction of statutes respecting political contributions or other political activities by labor
organizations, 167 A.L.R. 1465.

Power of corporation to make political contribution or expenditure under state law, 79 A.L.R.3d 491.

State regulation of the giving or making of political contributions or expenditures by private individuals, 94 A.L.R.3d 944.
Constitutional validity of state or local regulation of contributions by or to political action committees. 24 A.L.R.6th 179.
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1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
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Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-30. Contributions madeto candidate or campaign committee or for recall of a
public officer.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (€) of Code Section 21-5-34, no contributions to bring about the nomination or
election of a candidate for any office shall be made or accepted except directly to or by a candidate or such candidate’s
campaign committee which is organized for the purpose of bringing about the nomination or election of any such
candidate; and no contributions to bring about the recall of a public officer or to oppose the recall of a public officer or
to bring about the approval or rejection by the voters of a proposed constitutional amendment, state-wide referendum,
or proposed question at the state, municipal, or county level shall be made or accepted except directly to or by a
campaign committee organized for that purpose.

(b) Each candidate shall maintain records and file reports as required by this chapter or shall have a campaign
committee for the purposes of maintaining records and filing reports as required by this chapter. Every campaign
committee shall have a chairperson and a treasurer, except that the candidate may serve as the chairperson and
treasurer. Before a campaign committee accepts contributions, the name and address of the chairperson and treasurer
shall be filed with the commission. When a candidate has been elected to public office, the registration of that
candidate’ s campaign committee with the commission shall remain in effect so long as the candidate remainsin office
until and unless the registration is canceled by the campaign committee or the candidate. The same person may serve
as chairperson and treasurer. No contributions shall be accepted by or on behalf of the campaign committee at atime
when there is avacancy in the office of chairperson or treasurer of the campaign committee.

(c) Contributions of money received pursuant to subsection (&) of this Code section shall be deposited in a campaign
depository account opened and maintained by the candidate or the campaign committee. The account may be an
interest-bearing account; provided, however, that any interest earned on such account shall be reported and may only
be used for the purposes allowed for contributions under this chapter. Those who elect the separate accounting option
as provided in Code Section 21-5-43 may also open, but are not required to open, a separate campaign depository
account for each election for which contributions are accepted and allocated beyond their next upcoming election.

(d) Unless otherwise reported individually, where separate contributions of less than $100.00 are knowingly received
from a common source, such contributions shall be aggregated for reporting purposes. For purposes of fulfilling such
aggregation regquirement, members of the family, members of the same firm or partnership, or employees of the same
person, as defined in paragraph (19) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall be considered to be a common source; provided,
however, that the purchase of tickets for not more than $25.00 each and for or attendance at a fundraising event by
members of the family, members of the same firm or partnership, or employees of the same person shall not be
considered to be contributions from a common source except to the extent that tickets are purchased as a block.

(e) The making and acceptance of anonymous contributions are prohibited. Any anonymous contributions received by
acandidate or campaign committee shall be transmitted to the state treasurer for deposit in the state treasury, and the
fact of such contribution and transmittal shall be reported to the commission.
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()
(1) For purposes of this subsection, the term:

(A) “Public utility corporation regulated by the Public Service Commission” includes, but is not limited to,
an electric membership corporation.

(B) “Electric membership corporation” means a public utility corporation regulated by the Public Service
Commission operating as an el ectric membership corporation under the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 3
of Title 46.

(2) Except aslimited by Code Section 21-5-30.1 or this subsection, a public utility corporation regulated by the
Public Service Commission shall be allowed to make contributions to political campaigns. Any contributions
made by a public utility corporation regulated by the Public Service Commission to a political campaign shall not
be included as recoverable costsin any rate-making or rate-setting proceedings before the Public Service
Commission. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Code section or any other provision of law to the contrary, no
electric membership corporation and no nonprofit corporation, group, or association, the membership of which
consists of electric membership corporations, shall be authorized to make any contribution to a political
campaign. Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing in this Code section shall be construed to prohibit a nonprofit
corporation, group, or association, the membership of which consists of electric membership corporations, from
establishing, administering, and soliciting contributions for a political action committee from officers, directors,
employees, agents, contractors, and members of such entities so long as such actions and contributions do not
otherwise violate the provisions of this chapter.

(9) Neither a candidate who is not a public officer nor his or her campaign committee may lawfully accept a
campaign contribution until the candidate has filed with the commission a declaration of intention to accept campaign
contributions which shall include the name and address of the candidate and the names and addresses of his or her
campaign committee officers, if any; provided, however, that a candidate, as defined in subparagraphs (F) and (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall make filings of the same kind and in the same manner as provided in this
subsection for other public officers except that filings under this subsection shall be made with the election
superintendent of the county in the case of public officers as defined in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (22) of Code
Section 21-5-3 and shall be made with the municipal clerk in the municipality of election or, if thereis no clerk, with
the chief executive officer of the municipality in the case of public officers as defined in subparagraph (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3. The election superintendent, municipal clerk, or chief executive officer, as
applicable, shall transmit electronically by eFiling or eFax acopy of each such declaration of intention to the
commission not later than ten days after the close of the reporting period.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-30, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, 8 9; Ga. L. 1987, p. 458, § 2; Ga. L. 1988, p.
603, 8 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 2; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 4; Ga. L. 1993, p. 1402, 8§ 18; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, 8§ 2, 3; Ga. L.
1996, p. 1092, 8 1; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 10/HB 48; Ga. L. 2006, p. 69, 8 1/SB 467; Ga. L. 2010, p. 863, 8 3/SB 296; Ga. L.
2010, p. 1173, 8 10/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 569, 8 1/SB 160; Ga. L. 2014, p. 9, 8 1/SB 297.

Annotations

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation

occurring prior to January 9, 2006.
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Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe © Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, decisions decided under Ga. L. 1974, p. 155 and the former chapter are
included in the annotations for this Code section.

Subsection (€) is not unconstitutional, asit does not take private property without compensation. An anonymous contribution
never becomes the property of the candidate or the candidate’ s committee. Fortson v. Weeks, 232 Ga. 472, 208 SE.2d 68, 1974
Ga. LEXIS987 (1974) (decided under provisions of Ga. L. 1974, p. 155 similar to subsection (€) of this Code section).

Liability for failureto report “common source” contributions. —

Candidate charged with failure to report certain “common source’ contributions, as defined by O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30, could not
be penalized for such failure, even though the candidate knew the contributions were from a common source, where it was the
candidate's campaign treasurer who was unaware of the common source of the contributions and who filed the campaign
report as authorized by O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34(a)(3). State Ethics Comm'r v. Moore, 214 Ga. App. 236, 447 SE.2d 687, 1994 Ga.
App. LEXIS 847 (1994), cert. denied, No. 94C1821, 1994 Ga. LEXIS 1180 (Ga. Dec. 2, 1994).

Attorney improperly held in contempt following delivery of anonymous campaign contribution. —

Attorney who delivered an anonymous campaign contribution on behalf of a client was improperly held in contempt for failing
to disclose the client’s name to the State Ethics Commission; the attorney invoked the self-incrimination privilege, and the trial
court found the attorney in contempt without first determining whether the Commission’s proposed questions might have been
incriminating. Begner v. State Ethics Comm'n, 250 Ga. App. 327, 552 SE.2d 431, 2001 Ga. App. LEXIS 754 (2001).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONSOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
General Consideration

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, opinions decided under the former chapter and former Code Section 21-5-
10 are included in the annotations for this Code section.

Effect of federal legislation. —

The prohibition against for-hire motor carriers regulated by the Public Service Commission from contributing to a political
campaign is still applicable despite the partial preemption provisions contained in the Federal Aviation Administration Act of
1994, Pub. L. No. 103-305, § 601. 1996 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 96-1.

Registration at time committeeisformed. —
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Campaign committees must register with the Secretary of State at the time the committee is formed, regardless of the amount of
money to be raised or expended. 1985 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 85-51 (decided under the former chapter).

Dollar amount of state bank contributions not disclosed to state commission. —

Assuming campaign contributions are made by state banks, there is no dollar amount that must be disclosed to the State
Campaign and Financial Disclosure Commission (now the State Ethics Commission). 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-109 (decided
under the former chapter).

Privatecarriersarenot included

within the purview of the Public Service Commission’s general supervision, and are not subject to the prohibition against
political contributions set forthin O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30(f). 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-32.

Public Utility Corporations

Consgtitutionality. —

Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62, as amended by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120, 1127 does not unconstitutionally infringe guarantees of
freedom of speech and association. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-56 (decided under Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62 as amended by Ga.
L. 1975, pp. 1120, 1127).

Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62, as amended by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120, 1127 does not unconstitutionally deny equal protection to
common carriers. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-56 (decided under Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62 as amended by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120,
1127).

The differential treatment between regulated and nonregulated corporations imposed by Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62, as amended
by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120-1127 can be justified on the ground that in granting and protecting the monopolies of public utilities,
the state has the duty also to see that the power so granted is not abused and does not even appear to have a corrupting
influence on the palitical process. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-56 (decided under Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62 as amended by Ga. L.
1975, pp. 1120, 1127).

“Public utility” and “regulated” defined. —

“Public utility” is a business organization which regularly supplies the public with some commodity or service; “regulated” is
defined in former Code 1933, § 93-307 (see now O.C.G.A. 8§ 46-2-20). 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-53.

“Public utility corporation regulated by the Public Service Commission.” —

An electric membership corporation falls within the definition of a “public utility corporation, regulated by the Public Service
Commission.” 1985 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U85-35.

“Common carrier of personsor property” isa“public utility”.

1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-56 (decided under Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62 as amended by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120, 1127).

Public utility may not provide logistical assistance. —

Public utility corporations regulated by the Public Service Commission are prohibited under the Campaign and Financia
Disclosure Act, O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5, from rendering logistical assistance, including utility-compensated employee services of
any kind, to apolitical campaign. 1983 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 83-1.

Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62 asamended by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120, 1127 isa strict prohibition

of any person acting on behalf of a regulated utility from making any contribution to any political campaign. 1982 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 82-56 (decided under Ga. L. 1974, pp. 155-62 as amended by Ga. L. 1975, pp. 1120, 1127).
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Public utility employee may not provide servicesto campaign on utility time. —

The value of any services performed by employees of a regulated public utility corporation on behalf of a campaign would
constitute prohibited contributions, if those employees are performing such services on company time, while they are on duty,
drawing or eligible for their salary or hourly pay. This would include a situation in which a regulated public utility employee
collects personal contributions from other employees and forwards those contributions to a political campaign, if this activity is
being done on company time. It would also apply to secretarial or any other services performed toward this end. 1983 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 83-1.

Attorneyswho represent regulated public utilities

are prohibited from making contributions to political campaigns on behalf of the regulated public utility, but are not prohibited
from contributing to political campaigns in their personal capacity. 1986 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U86-34.

Contributions by palitical action committee funded by employees of utility. —

Former § 21-5-10 did not prohibit political action committees, formed and operated pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, and funded by voluntary personal contributions from employees and persons affiliated with public
utility corporations regulated by the Public Service Commission, which do not receive any assistance whatsoever from the
regulated public utility corporation, from making political contributions to state and local political campaigns in Georgia;
however, each situation must be determined on its own factual basis. 1986 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 86-2.

Regulated utility not prohibited from publicizing views on tax referendum. —

Former Code 1933, §40-3808.2 does not prohibit a public utility regulated by the Public Service Commission from
contributing to efforts to publicize views with respect to a referendum on the imposition of a county sales tax. 1979 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 79-54 (decided under former Code 1933, § 40-3808.2).

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.
For article, “Georgia Campaign Finance and Disclosure Law,” see 27 Ga. St. B. J. 175 (1991).

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. —

26 Am. Jur. 2d, Elections, § 459 et seq.
CJS —

29 C.J.S, Elections 88 372 et seq., 587 et seq.
ALR.—

Solicitation or receipt of funds by public officer or employee for political campaign expenses or similar purposes as bribery, 55
AL.R.2d 1137.

Constitutional validity of state or local regulation of contributions by or to political action committees, 24 A.L.R.6th 179.
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Construction and application of Supreme Court’s holding in Citizens United v. Federal Election Com'n, 130 S, Ct. 876, 175 L.
Ed. 2d 753, 187 L.R.R.M. (BNA) 2961, 159 Lab. Cas. (CCH) P 10166 (2010), that government may not prohibit independent
and indirect corporate expenditures on political speech, 65 A.L.R.6th 503.

Validity Under First Amendment of State Disclosure or Reporting Requirements of Political Contributions or Expenditures by
Private Individuals or Entities, 51 A.L.R.7th 1.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA. Title21

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch.5

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 2
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-30.1. Contributions by regulated entitiesto elected executive officers or
candidates.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the definitions set forth in Code Section 21-5-3 shall be
applicable to the provisions of this Code section. As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) “Campaign committee” means the candidate, person, or committee which accepts contributions to bring about
the nomination for election or election of an individual to the office of an elected executive officer.

(2) “Contribution” means a gift, subscription, membership, loan, forgiveness of debt, advance or deposit of
money, or anything of value conveyed or transferred for the purpose of influencing the nomination for election or
election of an individual to the office of an elected executive officer or encouraging the holder of such office to
seek reelection. The term “contribution” shall include the payment of a qualifying fee for and on behalf of a
candidate for the office of an elected executive officer and any other payment or purchase made for and on behalf
of the holder of the office of an elected executive officer or for or on behalf of a candidate for that office when
such payment or purchase is made for the purpose of influencing the nomination for election or election of the
candidate and is made pursuant to the request or authority of the holder of such office, the candidate, the
campaign committee of the candidate, or any other agent of the holder of such office or the candidate. The term
“contribution” shall not include the value of personal services performed by persons who serve on avoluntary
basis without compensation from any source.

(3) “Elected executive officer” means the Secretary of State, Attorney General, State School Superintendent,
Commissioner of Insurance, Commissioner of Agriculture, Commissioner of Labor, and members of the Public
Service Commission.

(4) “Political action committee” means any committee, club, association, partnership, corporation, labor union, or
other group of persons which receives donations aggregating in excess of $1,000.00 during a calendar year from
persons who are members or supporters of the committee and which distributes these funds as contributions to
one or more campaign committees of candidates for public office. Such term does not mean a campaign
committee.

(5) “Regulated entity” means any person who is required by law to be licensed by an elected executive officer or
aboard under the jurisdiction of an elected executive officer, any person who leases property owned by or for a
state department, any person who engages in a business or profession which is regulated by an el ected executive
officer or by aboard under the jurisdiction of an elected executive officer, or any public utility corporation
regulated by the Public Service Commission. For purposes of this paragraph, public utility corporation regul ated
by the Public Service Commission shall have the same meaning as provided by subsection (f) of Code Section 21-
5-30.

(b) No regulated entity and no person or political action committee acting on behalf of aregulated entity shall make a
contribution to or on behalf of a person holding office as an el ected executive officer regulating such entity or to or on
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behalf of a candidate for the office of an elected executive officer regulating such entity or to or on behalf of a
campaign committee of any such candidate.

(c) No person holding office as an elected executive officer and no candidate for the office of an elected executive
officer and no campaign committee of a candidate for the office of an elected executive officer shall accept a
contribution in violation of subsection (b) of this Code section.

(d) Nothing contained in this Code section shall be construed to prevent any person who may be employed by a
regulated entity, including a person in whose name alicense or lease is held, or who is an officer of aregulated entity
from voluntarily making a campaign contribution from that person’s personal funds to or on behalf of a person holding
office as an elected executive officer regulating such entity or to or on behalf of a candidate for the office of an elected
executive officer regulating such entity or to or on behalf of a campaign committee of any such candidate; provided,
however, that:

(1) The elected executive officer or candidate receiving one or more campaign contributions described in this
subsection shall in his or her disclosure report under Code Section 21-5-34 separately identify each contribution
and the total of contributions which he or she knows or should have reason to know are described in this
subsection; and

(2) It shall be unlawful for any regulated entity or elected executive officer to require another by coercive action
to make any such contribution.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-30.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1989, p. 784, § 1; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 4A; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 2/SB 168; Ga.
L. 2011, p. 569, § 2/SB 160.

Annotations

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Section constitutional . —

O.C.G.A. §21-5-30.1 is not an unconstitutional infringement upon freedom of speech as it is narrowly tailored to meet the
legitimate interest of preserving the integrity of the democratic process, nor is it an unconstitutional deprivation of property
rights without due process since private citizens may contribute freely in their individual capacities. Gwinn v. Sate Ethics
Comm'n, 262 Ga. 855, 426 SE.2d 890, 1993 Ga. LEXIS 318 (1993).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Motor clubs providing indemnification services are not regulated entities

for purposes of O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30.1. 1994 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 94-20.

Self-insurers deemed regulated entities. —

A company or group which has been issued a certificate of authority to operate a self-insurance program is a regulated entity
for purposes of O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30.1. 1994 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 94-20.
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Campaign contributionsto the Commissioner of Insurance or to a candidate for that office. —

An employee of an “industrial loan licensee” or an “insurer” may contribute to the election campaign of the Commissioner of
Insurance or a candidate for the Office of Commissioner of Insurance from the employee’s own persona funds, and such
employee may solicit contributions for such campaigns from third-parties and fellow employees as long as no coercion is
utilized in making the solicitation. Solicitation by full time lobbyists employed by insurers or licensees may be construed as
“contributions” by their employers. 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U90-19.

Secretary of State. —

Corporations which are not otherwise engaged in business activities or professions regulated by the Secretary of State are not
regulated entities under O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30.1. 1998 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 98-4.

Examining boards connected to the Secretary of State which issue professional and business licenses are under the jurisdiction
of the Secretary of State for purposes of O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30.1. 1998 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 98-4.

Under O.C.G.A. §21-5-30.1(d), individuals who hold licenses issued by examining boards under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary of State are permitted to make campaign contributions from their personal funds to the Secretary of State or a
candidate for that office. 1998 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 98-11.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For note the on the 1989 enactment of this Code section, see 6 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 240 (1989).

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. —

Constitutional validity of state or local regulation of contributions by or to political action committees, 24 A.L.R.6th 179.
Construction and application of Supreme Court’s holding in Citizens United v. Federal Election Com'n, 130 S, Ct. 876, 175 L.

Ed. 2d 753, 187 L.R.R.M. (BNA) 2961, 159 Lab. Cas. (CCH) P 10166 (2010), that government may not prohibit independent
and indirect corporate expenditures on political speech, 65 A.L.R.6th 503.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.GA.Title21

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch. 5
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-30.2. Contributions by public agencies.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the definitions set forth in Code Section 21-5-3 shall be
applicable to the provisions of this Code section. As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) “Agency” means:
(A) Every state department, agency, board, bureau, commission, and authority;
(B) Every county, municipal corporation, school district, or other political subdivision of this state;

(C) Every department, agency, board, bureau, commission, authority, or similar body of each such county,
municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of this state; and

(D) Every city, county, regional, or other authority established pursuant to the laws of this state.

(2) “Contribution” means a gift, subscription, membership, loan, forgiveness of debt, advance or deposit of
money, or anything of value conveyed or transferred by or on behalf of an agency, without receipt of payment
therefor, to any campaign committee, political action committee, or political organization or to any candidate for
campaign purposes.

(3) “Elector” means any person who shall possess al of the qualifications for voting now or hereafter prescribed
by the laws of this state and who shall have registered in accordance with Chapter 2 of thistitle.

(4) “Political action committee” means any committee, club, association, partnership, corporation, labor union, or
other group of persons which receives donations aggregating in excess of $1,000.00 during a calendar year from
persons who are members or supporters of the committee and which distributes these funds as contributions to
one or more campaign committees of candidates for public office. Such term does not mean a campaign
committee.

(5) “Political organization” means an affiliation of electors organized for the purpose of influencing or
controlling the policies and conduct of government through the nomination of candidates for public office and, if
possible, the election of its candidates to public office.

(6) “Public meeting place” means any county, municipal, or other public building suitable and ordinarily used for
public gatherings.

(b) No agency and no person acting on behalf of an agency shall make, directly or indirectly, any contribution to any
campaign committee, political action committee, or political organization or to any candidate; but nothing in this Code
section shall prohibit the furnishing of office space, facilities, equipment, goods, or services to a public officer for use
by the public officer in such officer’s fulfillment of such office.

(c) No campaign committee, political action committee, or political organization or candidate shall accept a
contribution in violation of subsection (b) of this Code section.
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(d) Nothing contained in this Code section shall be construed to:

(1) Affect the authority of the State Personnel Board regarding the regulation of certain political activities of
public employees in the classified service as defined by Code Section 45-20-2;

(2) Affect the authority of any agency regarding the regulation of the political activities of such agency’s
employees;
(3) Affect the use of the capitol building and grounds as specified in Code Section 50-16-4; or

(4) Prohibit the use of public meeting places by political organizations when such meeting places are made
available to different political organizations on an equal basis; provided, however, that this paragraph shall not be
construed to create aright for a political organization to use a public meeting place.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-30.2, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 368, § 1; Ga. L. 1992, p. 56, 8 1; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 4; Ga. L. 2008, p.
261, 8 1/SB 456; Ga. L. 2009, p. 745, 8 1/SB 97; Ga. L. 2012, p. 446, § 2-31/HB 642.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2012, p. 446, 8 3-1/HB 642, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that: “Personnel, equipment, and facilities
that were assigned to the State Personnel Administration as of June 30, 2012, shall be transferred to the Department of
Administrative Services on the effective date of this Act.” This Act became effective July 1, 2012.

Ga. L. 2012, p. 446, § 3-2/HB 642, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that: “Appropriations for functions which
aretransferred by this Act may be transferred as provided in Code Section 45-12-90.”
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 — 4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-31. Contributionsor expenditures other than through candidate or committee;
disclosur e of extensions of credit.

Reserved. Repealed by Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 11/HB 48, effective January 9, 2006.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

This Code section was based on Code 1981, § 21-5-31, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 1431, 81; Ga. L.
1988, p. 603, § 2; Ga. L. 1989, p. 790, § 1.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

L aw reviews.

For article on the 2005 repeal of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

RESEARCH REFERENCES
ALR.—
Construction and application of Supreme Court’s holding in Citizens United v. Federal Election Com'n, 130 S, Ct. 876, 175 L.

Ed. 2d 753, 187 L.R.RM. (BNA) 2961, 159 Lab. Cas. (CCH) P 10166 (2010), that government may not prohibit independent
and indirect corporate expenditures on political speech, 65 A.L.R.6th 503.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 2
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-32

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-32. Accountsto be kept by candidate or campaign committeetreasurer.

(a) The candidate or treasurer of each campaign committee shall keep detailed accounts, current within not more than
five business days after the date of receiving a contribution or making an expenditure, of all contributions received and
all expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate or committee. The candidate or treasurer shall also keep
detailed accounts of all deposits and of all withdrawals made to the separate campaign depository account and of all
interest earned on any such deposits.

(b) Accounts kept by the candidate or treasurer of a campaign committee pursuant to this Code section may be
inspected under reasonabl e circumstances before, during, or after the election to which the accounts refer by any
authorized representative of the commission. The right of inspection may be enforced by appropriate writ issued by
any court of competent jurisdiction.

(c) Records of such accounts:

(1) For aperson or acampaign committee campaigning for an elective office with aterm of less than four years,
shall be preserved for three years from the date of the contribution, expenditure, gift, investment, or loan;

(2) For aperson or acampaign committee campaigning for an elective office with aterm of four or more years,
but fewer than six years, shall be preserved for five years from the date of the contribution, expenditure, gift,
investment, or loan;

(3) For aperson or acampaign committee campaigning for an elective office with aterm of six or more years,
shall be preserved for seven years from the date of the contribution, expenditure, gift, investment, or loan; and

(4) For any proposed constitutional amendment, referendum, or local issue or any recall vote, shall be preserved
for three years from the date of contribution, expenditure, gift, investment, or loan.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-32, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 10; Ga. L. 1988, p. 603, § 3; Ga. L. 2022, §
8/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, rewrote subsection (c), which read: “Records of such accounts kept by the
candidate or campaign committee shall be preserved for three years from the termination date of the campaign for elective
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office conducted by the candidate or of the campaign committee for any candidate or for three years from the election to bring
about the approval or rejection by the voters of any proposed constitutional amendment, referendum, or local issue or of any
recall vote.”

Editor's notes—

Ga. L. 2022, p. sb120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch.5

O.C.G.A.Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 2

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-33. Disposition of contributions.

(a) Contributionsto acandidate, a campaign committee, or a public officer holding elective office and any proceeds
from investing such contributions shall be utilized only to defray ordinary and necessary expenses, which may include
any loan of money from a candidate or public officer holding elective office to the campaign committee of such
candidate or such public officer, incurred in connection with such candidate’s campaign for elective office or such
public officer’ s fulfillment or retention of such office.

(b)

(1) All contributions received by a candidate or such candidate’s campaign committee or a public officer holding
elective office in excess of those necessary to defray expenses pursuant to subsection (@) of this Code section and
as determined by such candidate or such public officer may only be used as follows:

(A) Asdonationsto any charitable organization described in 26 U.SC. 170(c) as said federal statute exists
on March 1, 1986, and which additionally shall include educational, eleemosynary, and nonprofit
organizations subject to the prohibitions contained in paragraph (2) of this subsection;

(B) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (D) of this paragraph, for transferral without limitation to
any national, state, or local committee of any political party or to any candidate;

(C) For transferral without limitation to persons making such contributions, not to exceed the total amount
cumulatively contributed by each such transferee;

(D) For usein future campaigns for only that el ective office for which those contributions were received.
With respect to contributions held on January 1, 1992, or received thereafter, in the event the candidate,
campaign committee, or public officer holding elective office has not designated, prior to receiving
contributions to which this Code section is applicable, the office for which campaign contributions are
received thereby, those contributions shall be deemed to have been received for the elective office which the
candidate held at the time the contributions were received or, if the candidate did not then hold elective
office, those contributions shall be deemed to have been received for that elective office for which that person
was a candidate most recently following the receipt of such contributions;

(E) For repayment of any prior campaign obligations incurred as a candidate; or
(F) For transfer without limitation to one or more political action committees.

(2) Nothing in this Code section shall permit or authorize a candidate to utilize campaign funds for the purpose of
making gifts, loans, or investments directly to:

(A) The candidate;
(B) A member of the candidate’ s family;
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(C) Any business in which the candidate or amember of the candidate’ s family has an ownership interest;
(D) The candidate’ strust or atrust of a member of the candidate’ s family; or

(E) Any nonprofit organization of which the candidate or a member of the candidate’ s family is on the
payroll or has a controlling interest.

(3) Any candidate or public officer holding elective office may provide in the will of such candidate or such
public officer that the contributions shall be spent in any of the authorized manners upon the death of such
candidate or such public officer; and, in the absence of any such direction in the probated will of such candidate
or such public officer, the contributions shall be paid to the treasury of the state party with which such candidate
or such public officer was affiliated in such candidate’' s or such public officer’ s last election or elective office
after the payment of any expenses pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section. Notwithstanding any other
provisions of this paragraph, the personal representative or executor of the estate shall be allowed to use or pay
out funds in the campaign account in any manner authorized in subparagraphs (A) through (E) of paragraph (1) of
this subsection.

(c) Contributions and interest thereon, if any, shall not constitute personal assets of such candidate or such public
officer.

(d)

History

(1) Contributions received by a campaign committee designed to bring about the recall of a public officer holding
elective office or to oppose the recall of a public officer holding elective office or any person or to bring about the
approval or rejection by the voters of any proposed constitutional amendment, a state-wide referendum, or a
proposed question which isto appear on the ballot in any county or municipal election and any proceeds derived
from investing such contributions shall be utilized only to defray ordinary and necessary expenses associated with
influencing the voters on such issue.

(2) All contributions received by a campaign committee as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection in excess
of those necessary to defray expenses relative to the influencing of voters on such issue as determined by the
campaign committee may only be used as follows:

(A) Contributionsto any charitable organization described in 26 U.S.C. 170(c) as such federal statute exists
on March 1, 1986, and which additionally shall include educational, eleemosynary, and nonprofit
organizations; or

(B) For repayment on a pro rata basis to persons making such contributions.

Annotations

Code 1981, § 21-5-33, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 458, § 3; Ga. L. 1990, p. 1327, 8§ 1, Ga. L. 1992, p.
1075, 8 5; Ga. L. 2022, § 9/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, in subparagraph (b)(1)(A), substituted “donations’ for “contributions’ at the
beginning and inserted “subject to the prohibitions contained in paragraph (2) of this subsection” at the end; deleted “or” at the
end of subparagraph (b)(1)(D), substituted “; or” for a period at the end of subparagraph (b)(1)(E), and added subparagraph
(b)(1)(F); added paragraph (b)(2); and redesignated former paragraph (b)(2) as present paragraph (b)(3).

Editor’s notes.
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Ga. L. 1990, p. 1327, § 2, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that nothing in that Act shall apply to or affect
contributions lawfully converted to the personal use of a candidate or public officer prior to April 11, 1990.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Relationship to bankruptcy. —

When the issue was whether the campaign funds of the debtor, a candidate for public office who filed for Chapter 13
bankruptcy without incorporating the campaign, were the property of the bankruptcy estate, the limitation in O.C.G.A. § 21-5-
33(c) that campaign funds shall not constitute personal assets was not a restriction on the transfer of a beneficial interest of the
debtor in atrust as required by 11 U.SC.S § 541(c)(2). In re Chambers, 451 B.R. 621, 2011 Bankr. LEXIS 1986 (Bankr. N.D.

Ga. 2011).

When the issue was whether the campaign funds of the debtor, a candidate for public office who filed for Chapter 13
bankruptcy without incorporating the campaign, were the property of the bankruptcy estate, although O.C.G.A. § 21-5-33(a)-(c)
restricted use of the campaign funds, the anti-alienation provision in 11 U.SC.S § 541(c)(1)(A) prevented the state law from
excluding the funds from becoming the property of the estate. In re Chambers, 451 B.R. 621, 2011 Bankr. LEXIS 1986 (Bankr.

N.D. Ga. 2011).

When the creditor with a general nonpriority unsecured claim for payment for campaign services which the creditor provided to
the debtor sought priority status, the Georgia Ethics Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq., did not provide the creditor with alien on
the campaign funds and, even if Georgialaw purported to establish the priority of the claim over others, that state statute would
be preempted by the Bankruptcy Code. Rosetta Sone Communs., LLC v. Gordon (In re Chambers), 500 B.R. 221, 2013 Bankr.
LEXIS4484 (Bankr. N.D. Ga. 2013).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONSOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Section applicable to campaign committees. —
A campaign committee which is formed for the purpose of accepting contributions for, making contributions to, or making

expenditures on behalf of a candidate, is subject to the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 21-5-33 relative to the disposition of excess
contributions in the same manner as a candidate’ s campaign committee. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-26.

Compensation of secretary for political action committee. —

A secretary who maintains the records of a political action committee may be compensated from committee funds under state
law since the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 21-5-33 which limit the distribution of funds received by the candidate and campaign
committees would not apply to political action committees and, even assuming that they did, the funds can be utilized to defray
ordinary and necessary expenses involved in acampaign. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-18. (But see 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-
54).

Distribution of campaign contributionsfor future campaigns. —

Elected officials may distribute campaign contributions in excess of those necessary to defray expenses to a national, state, or
local committee of their political party for use in future campaigns, as long as the transfer is not made for the purpose of
avoiding the restrictions contained in O.C.G.A. § 21-5-33. 1992 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U92-18.
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Use of campaign contributionsfor political advertising. —

There is no prohibition on the use of campaign contributions for political advertising in publications. 1992 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
U92-18.

Campaign contributions and nonprofit organizations. —

Nonprofit organizations may receive those campaign contributions which are in excess of those necessary to defray expenses.
1992 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U92-18.

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).
Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 2
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session

should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-34. Disclosurereports.

(@)
@

2

(A) The candidate or the chairperson or treasurer of each campaign committee organized to bring about the
nomination or election of acandidate for any office and the chairperson or treasurer of every campaign
committee designed to bring about the recall of a public officer or to oppose the recall of a public officer or
designed to bring about the approval or rejection by the voters of any proposed constitutional amendment,
state-wide proposed question, or state-wide referendum shall electronically sign and file with the commission
the required campaign contribution disclosure reports; provided, however, that public offices listed in
subparagraph (F) or (G) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 shall be subject to signing and filing
reguirements as prescribed by paragraph (3) or (4) of this subsection, and recalls for such offices shall be
subject to signing and filing requirements the same as required of candidates for such offices as prescribed by
paragraph (3) or (4) of this subsection.

(B) The chairperson or treasurer of each independent committee shall file the required disclosure reports
with the commission.

(A) Any campaign committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures designed to bring about
the approval or rejection by the voters of any proposed question which is to appear on the ballot in this state
shall register with the commission and file campaign contribution disclosure reports as prescribed by this
chapter or, in the case of any proposed question which is to appear on the ballot in a county or municipal
election, shall register and file campaign disclosure reports with the same officials as prescribed by paragraph
(3) or (4) of this subsection for candidates for county or municipa offices; provided, however, that such
reports shall only be required if such campaign committee has received contributions which total more than
$500.00 or if such campaign committee has made expenditures which total more than $500.00. All
advertising pertaining to referendums shall identify the principal officer of such campaign committee by
listing or stating the name and title of the principal officer.

(B) If acampaign committeeisrequired to file areport with the commission under subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph, such report shall be electronicaly filed. Any such report shall befiled 15 days prior to the date of
the election; and afinal report shall befiled prior to December 31 of the election year.

(3) A candidate for apublic office listed in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 or the
chairperson or treasurer of such candidate’ s campaignh committee shall sign and file the required disclosure reports
with the election superintendent in the county of election. Upon receipt of any such report, the election
superintendent shall cause such report to be available for inspection and copying in accordance with Article 4 of
Chapter 18 of Title 50. The election superintendent shall transmit a copy of each such report to the commission,

72
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FW71-DYB7-W364-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H443-CGX8-03CK-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H443-CGX8-03CK-00000-00&context=1000516

Page 2 of 10
O.C.G.A.§21-5-34

electronically by eFiling or eFax, not later than 30 days after the end of the grace period. No fine, fee, or sanction,
including but not limited to identifying a candidate as having filed late or failed to file, shall be imposed by the
commission on a candidate for the failure of the election superintendent to timely transmit a copy of such report.

(4) A candidate for apublic office listed in subparagraph (G) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 or the
chairperson or treasurer of such candidate’ s campaigh committee shall sign and file the required disclosure reports
with the municipal clerk in the municipality of election or, if there is no clerk, with the chief executive officer of
the municipality; provided, however, that a municipality and a county may enter into an agreement whereby such
candidates, chairpersons, or treasurers shall file the required disclosure reports with the county election
superintendent instead. Upon receipt of any such report, the municipal clerk, chief executive officer of the
municipality, or county election superintendent, as applicable, shall cause such report to be available for
inspection and copying in accordance with Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50. The municipal clerk, chief
executive officer of the municipality, or county election superintendent, as applicable, shall transmit a copy of
each such report to the commission, electronically by eFiling or eFax, not later than 30 days after the end of the
grace period. No fine, fee, or sanction, including but not limited to identifying a candidate as having filed late or
failed to file, shall be imposed by the commission on a candidate for the failure of the municipal clerk, chief
executive officer of the county, or county election superintendent to timely transmit a copy of such report.

(b)
(1) All reports shall list the following:

(A) Asto any contribution of more than $100.00, its amount and date of receipt, the election for which the
contribution has been accepted and allocated, along with the name and mailing address of the contributor,
and, if the contributor is an individual, that individual’ s occupation and the name of his or her employer.
Such contributions shall include, but shall not be limited to, the purchase of tickets for events such as dinners,
luncheons, rallies, and similar fund-raising events coordinated for the purpose of raising campaign
contributions for the reporting person;

(B) Asto any expenditure of more than $100.00, its amount and date of expenditure, the name and mailing
address of the recipient receiving the expenditure, and, if that recipient is an individual, that individual’s
occupation and the name of his or her employer and the general purpose of the expenditure;

(C) When a contribution consists of aloan, advance, or other extension of credit, the report shall also contain
the name of the lending institution or party making the advance or extension of credit and the names, mailing
addresses, occupations, and places of employment of all persons having any liability for repayment of the
loan, advance, or extension of credit; and, if any such persons shall have afiduciary relationship to the
lending institution or party making the advance or extension of credit, the report shall specify such
relationship;

(D) Total contributions received and total expenditures shall be reported for an election cycle as follows:

(i) Thefirst report filed after an election year shall list the cash on hand brought forward from the
previous election cycle, if any, and the total contributions received during the period covered by the
report;

(if) Subsequent reports shall list the total contributions received during the period covered by the report
and the cumulative total of contributions received during the election cycle;

(iif) Thefirst report filed after an election year shall list the total expenditures made during the period
covered by the report;

(iv) Subsequent reports shall list the total expenditures made during the period covered by the report, the
cumulative total of expenditures made during the election cycle, and net balance on hand; and

(v) If apublic officer seeks reelection to the same public office, or if the public officer is a member of
the General Assembly seeking reelection in another district as aresult of redistricting, the net balance on
hand at the end of the current election cycle shall be carried forward to the first report filed after the
election year;
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(E) The corporate, labor union, or other affiliation of any political action committee or independent
committee making a contribution of more than $100.00;

(F) Any investment made with funds of a campaign committee, independent committee, or political action
committee and held outside such committee’ s official depository account during each reporting period for
which an investment exists or a transaction applying to an identifiable investment is made. The report shall
identify the name of the entity or person with whom such investment was made, the initial and any
subsequent amount of such investment if such investment was made during the reporting period, and any
profit or loss from the sale of such investment which occurred during such reporting period; and

(G) Total debt owed on the last day of the reporting period.

(2) Eachreport shall be in such form aswill allow for the separate identification of a contribution or
contributions which are less than $100.00 but which become reportable due to the receipt of an additional
contribution or contributions which when combined with such previously received contribution or contributions
cumulatively equal or exceed $100.00.

(c) Candidates or campaign committees which accept contributions, make expenditures designed to bring about the
nomination or election of acandidate, or have filed a declaration of intention to accept campaign contributions
pursuant to subsection (g) of Code Section 21-5-30 shall file campaign contribution disclosure reports in compliance
with the following schedule:

(1) Ineach nonelection year:

(A) Candidatesfor public office and public officers as defined in subparagraphs (A), (C), and (D) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 shall file on January 31 and June 30.

(B) Candidates for public office and public officers as defined in subparagraphs (B), (F), and (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 shall file on June 30 and December 31;

(2) Ineach election year:
(A) OnJanuary 31, April 30, June 30, September 30, October 25, and December 31;
(B) Six days before any run-off primary or election in which the candidate is listed on the ballot; and

(C) During the period of time between the last report due prior to the date of any election for which the
candidate is qualified and the date of such election, all contributions of $1,000.00 or more shall be reported
within two business days of receipt and also reported on the next succeeding regularly scheduled campaign
contribution disclosure report;

(3) If the candidateis a candidate in a specia primary or specia primary runoff, 15 days prior to the special
primary and six days prior to the specia primary runoff; and

(4) If the candidateis a candidate in a special election or specia election runoff, 15 days prior to the special
election and six days prior to the special election runoff.

All persons or entities required to file reports shall have afive-day grace period in filing the required reports,
except that the grace period shall be two days for required reports prior to run-off primaries or run-off elections,
and no grace period shall apply to contributions required to be reported within two business days. Reports
required to be filed within two business days of a contribution shall be reported by facsimile or electronic
transmission. Any facsimile filing shall also have an identical electronic filing within five business days following
the transmission of such facsimile filing. Each report required in the election year shall contain cumulative totals
of al contributions which have been received and all expenditures which have been made in support of the
campaign in question and which are required, or previously have been required, to be reported.

(d) Inthe event any candidate covered by this chapter has no opposition in either a primary or ageneral election and
receives no contribution of more than $100.00, such candidate shall only be required to make theinitial and fina
report as required under this chapter.

(d.1)
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(1) Intheevent acandidate for nomination or election to a public office listed in subparagraph (F) or (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 or the chairperson or treasurer of a campaign committee organized to bring
about the nomination or election of such candidate signs and files with the appropriate official specified by
paragraph (3) or (4) of subsection (&) of this Code section a written notice that such candidate or campaign
committee does not intend to accept during such election cycle a combined total of contributions exceeding
$2,500.00 for the campaign nor make a combined total of expenditures exceeding $2,500.00 for the campaignin
such election cycle, then such candidate or campaign committee shall not be required to file areport under this
Code section. The appropriate official shall transmit an electronic copy of the written notice by eFiling or eFax to
the commission within ten days of receipt of such notice. The failure of the appropriate official to timely transmit
such copy of the written notice to the commission shall not disqualify the candidate or campaign committee from
the exemption from report filing provided by this paragraph.

(2) If such candidate or campaign committee exceeds the $2,500.00 limit for either accepting contributions or
making expenditures for such campaign during such election cycle as specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection
but does not accept a combined total of contributions exceeding $5,000.00 in such election cycle nor make
expenditures exceeding $5,000.00 in such election cycle, then such candidate or campaign committee shall be
required to file only the June 30 and December 31 reports required by paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of this Code
section. The first such report shall include al contributions received and expenditures made beginning January 1
of such calendar year.

(3) If such candidate or campaign committee accepts a combined total of contributions exceeding $5,000.00 or
makes expenditures exceeding $5,000.00 for such campaign during any such election cycle, then such candidate
or campaign committee chairperson or treasurer shall thereupon be subject to the reporting requirements of this
Code section the same as if the written notice authorized by this subsection had not been filed.

(e) Any person who makes contributions to, accepts contributions for, or makes expenditures on behalf of candidates,
and any independent committee, shall file aregistration in the same manner asis required of campaign committees
prior to accepting or making contributions or expenditures. Such persons, other than independent committees, shall
also file campaign contribution disclosure reports at the same times as required of the candidates they are supporting
and a December 31 campaign contribution disclosure report regardless of whether the candidate they are supporting
has a December 31 campaign contribution disclosure report due. The following persons shall be exempt from the
foregoing registration and reporting requirements:

(1) Individuas making aggregate contributions of $25,000.00 or less directly to candidates or the candidates
campaign committees in one calendar year;

(2) Persons other than individuals making aggregate contributions and expenditures to or on behalf of candidates
of $25,000.00 or lessin one calendar year; and

(3) Contributors who make contributions to only one candidate during one calendar year.
()

(1) Any independent committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures for the purpose of affecting
the outcome of an election or advocates the election or defeat of any candidate shall register with the commission
prior to accepting contributions or making expenditures and shall file disclosure reports as follows:

(A) Onthefirst day of each of the two calendar months preceding any such election;
(B) Two weeks prior to the date of such election; and

(C) Within the two-week period prior to the date of such election the independent committee shall report
within two business days any contributions or expenditure of more than $1,000.00.

The independent committee shall file afinal report prior to December 31 of the election year and shall file
supplemental reports on June 30 and December 31 of each year that such independent committee continues to
accept contributions or make expenditures.

(2) Reportsfiled by independent committees shall list the following:
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(A) The amount and date of receipt, along with the name, mailing address, occupation, and employer of any
person making a contribution of more than $100.00;

(B) The name, mailing address, occupation, and employer of any person to whom an expenditure or
provision of goods or services of the value of more than $100.00 is made and the amount, date, and general
purpose thereof, including the name of the candidate or candidates, if any, on behalf of whom, or in support
of or in opposition to whom, the expenditure or provision was made;

(C) Total expenditures made as follows:
(i) Expenditures shall be reported for the applicable reporting year;

(if) Thefirst report of areporting year shall list the total expenditures made during the period covered by
the report; and

(iif) Subsequent reports shall list the total expenditures made during the period covered by the report, the
cumulative total of expenditures made during the reporting year, and net balance on hand; and

(D) The corporate, labor union, or other affiliation of any political action committee, candidate, campaign
committee, or independent committee making a contribution of the value of more than $100.00.

(3) Whenever any independent committee makes an expenditure for the purpose of financing any communication
intended to affect the outcome of an election, such communication shall clearly state that it has been financed by
such independent committee.

(g) Any campaign committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures designed to bring about the recall of
apublic officer or to oppose the recall of apublic officer shal file campaign contribution disclosure reports as
follows:

(1) Aninitial report shall be filed within 15 days after the date when the official recall petition forms were issued
to the sponsors;

(2) A second report shall be filed 45 days after the filing of theinitial report;

(3) A third report shall be filed within 20 days after the election superintendent certifies legal sufficiency or
insufficiency of arecall petition; and

(4) A fina report shall be filed prior to December 31 of the year in which the recall election is held or, in any
case where such recall election is not held, afinal report shall be filed prior to December 31 of any year in which
such campaign committee accepts such contributions or makes such expenditures.

(h) Any campaign committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures designed to bring about the approval
or rejection by the voters of a proposed constitutional amendment or a state-wide referendum shall file a campaign
contribution disclosure report 75, 45, and 15 days prior to the date of the election and shall file afinal report prior to
December 31 of the election year.

0)
(1) Any person elected to a public office who is required to file campaign contribution disclosure reports
pursuant to this article shall, upon leaving public office with excess contributions, be required to file supplemental

campaign contribution disclosure reports on June 30 and December 31 of each year until such contributions are
expended in acampaign for elective office or used as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 21-5-33.

(2) Any person who is an unsuccessful candidate in an election and who is required to file campaign contribution
disclosure reports pursuant to this article shall for the remainder of the election cycle file such reports at the same
times as a successful candidate and thereafter, upon having excess contributions from such campaign, be required
to file a supplemental campaign contribution disclosure report no later than December 31 of each year until such
contributions are expended in a campaign for elective office or used as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section
21-5-33. Any unsuccessful candidate in an election who is required to file campaign contribution disclosure
reports pursuant to this article and who receives contributions following such election to retire debtsincurred in
such campaign for elective office shall be required to file a supplemental campaign contribution disclosure report
no later than December 31 of each year until such unpaid expenditures from such campaign are satisfied.
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(i) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, soil and water conservation district supervisors
elected pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter 6 of Title 2, the “ Soil and Water Conservation Districts Law,” shall not be
reguired to file campaign contribution disclosure reports under this Code section.

(k)

(1) Inaddition to other penalties provided under this chapter, alate fee of $125.00 shall be imposed by the person
or entity with which filing is required for each report that isfiled late, and notice of such late fee shall be sent to
the candidate and the candidate’ s committee in the same manner by which the penalized report was filed with the
commission. However, if the report in question was not filed or was filed with the commission in amanner other
than electronic filing or certified mail, return receipt requested, the commission shall utilize certified mail, return
receipt requested, to notify the candidate and the candidate’ s committee of the late fee due. The notice shall
include the schedule of increasing late fees for late filings and the dates upon which such late fees shall be
increased. In addition, alate fee of $250.00 shall be imposed on the fifteenth day after the due date for such report
if the report has not been filed by such date. A late fee of $1,000.00 shall be imposed on the forty-fifth day after
the due date for such report if such report has not been filed. Notice by electronic means does not satisfy the
requirements of this paragraph; and any increased late fees shall be stayed until at least ten days after proper
notice has been given as specified in this paragraph.

(2) The commission shall retain $25.00 of thefirst late fee received by the commission for processing pursuant to
the provisions of Code Section 45-12-92.1.

() 1t shall be the duty of the commission or other official when it receives for filing any disclosure report or statement
or other document that may be filed by mail to maintain with the filed document a copy of the postal markings or
statutory overnight delivery service markings of any envelope, package, or wrapping in which the document was
delivered for filing if mailed or sent after the date such filing was due.

(m) Except when electronic filing is required, the mailing of such reports by United States mail with adequate postage
affixed within the required filing time as determined by the official United States postage date cancellation shall be
prima-facie evidence of filing. Any person or entity which is required to be registered under this Code section shall
file atermination statement together with its final campaign contribution disclosure report as required by this Code
section within ten days of the dissolution of acampaign or committee. The termination statement shall identify the
person responsible for maintaining campaign records as required by this chapter.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-34, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 11; Ga. L. 1987, p. 458, §§ 4, 5; Ga. L. 1988,
p. 603, 88 4, 5; Ga. L. 1989, p. 10, § 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 643, § 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, §§ 3, 4; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 6; Ga. L.
1994, p. 257, § 1; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, §§ 5-9; Ga. L. 1996, p. 26, § 1; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 3; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 12/HB
48; Ga. L. 2006, p. 69, § 1/SB 467; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 3/SB 168; Ga. L. 2010, p. 9, § 1-47/HB 1055; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173,

§11/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 4/HB 232; Ga. L. 2011, p. 590, § 1/HB 143; Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, § 3/HB 143; Ga. L. 2013, p.

540, 8§ 3/HB 142; Ga. L. 2014, p. 1, 8 9/HB 310; Ga. L. 2014, p. 9, 8§ 2/B 297; Ga. L. 2016, p. 173, § 7/SB 199; Ga. L. 2018, p.

1112, § 21/SB 365; Ga. L. 2019, p. 929, § 1/SB 213.

Annotations

Notes

The 2018 amendment, effective May 8, 2018, part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct the Code, deleted the
reservation of former subsection (n).

The 2019 amendment, effective July 1, 2019, in subsection (b), substituted “report filed after an election year” for “report of
an election cycle” in divisions (b)(1)(D)(i) and (b)(1)(D)(iii), substituted “report filed after the election year” for “report of the
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applicable new eection cycle” at the end of division (b)(1)(D)(v), and inserted “which” near the end of subparagraph (b)(1)(F);
in subsection (c), substituted a colon for “on January 31 and June 30;” at the end of paragraph (c)(1), added subparagraphs
(©)(1)(A) and (c)(1)(B) and substituted “ April 30" for “March 31" in subparagraph (c)(2)(A); and, in subsection (€), added “and
a December 31 campaign contribution disclosure report regardless of whether the candidate they are supporting has a
December 31 campaign contribution disclosure report due” at the end of the second sentence of the introductory language.

Code Commission notes.

The amendment of this Code section by Ga. L. 2010, p. 9, § 1-47, irreconcilably conflicted with and was treated as superseded
by Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, 8§ 11. See County of Buttsv. Srahan, 151 Ga. 417 (1921); Keener v. McDougall, 232 Ga. 273 (1974).

Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-3, in 2013, the amendment of subsection (n) of this Code section by Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, 8§ 3,
was treated as impliedly repealed and superseded by Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, § 3, due to irreconcilable conflict. See County of
Butts v. Srahan, 151 Ga. 417 (1921); Keener v. McDougall, 232 Ga. 273 (1974) and Ga. L. 2013, p. 141, § 54(d)/HB 79.

Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 2019, “paragraph (22)” was substituted for “ paragraph 22" in subparagraphs (c)(1)(A) and
(©(1)(B).

Editor’snotes.
Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 5, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severability.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations,
that Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.””

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part: “This Act shall become effective on
January 10, 2011, and shall apply to al reports filed on and after such date; provided, however, that if Code Section 45-12-92.1
as enacted by HB 1055 at the regular session of the 2010 General Assembly does not become law, then the following
provisions as enacted by this Act shall not become effective and shall be reserved instead: paragraph (2) of subsection (k) of
Code Section 21-5-34; paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of Code Section 21-5-50; division (f)(2)(D)(ii) of Code Section 21-5-71;
and division (f)(2)(E)(ii) of Code Section 21-5-71.” HB 1055 became effective May 12, 2010.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, 8 10/HB 232, provides: “This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its
becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly that this Act be applied retroactively
to January 10, 2011, aswell as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, decisions under Ga. L. 1974, p. 155, are included in the annotations for this
Code section.

Disclosur e of contributionsto political campaigns does not violate the right to a secret ballot. Fortson v. Weeks, 232 Ga.
472,208 SE.2d 68, 1974 Ga. LEXIS 987 (1974) (decided under Ga. L. 1974, p. 155).

Liability for failuretoreport “common source’” contributions. —
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Candidate charged with failure to report certain “common source” contributions, as defined by O.C.G.A. § 21-5-30, could not
be penalized for such failure, even though the candidate knew the contributions were from a common source where it was the
candidate’ s campaign treasurer who was unaware of the common source of the contributions and who filed the campaign report
as authorized by O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34(a)(3). Sate Ethics Comm'r v. Moore, 214 Ga. App. 236, 447 SE.2d 687, 1994 Ga. App.
LEXIS 847 (1994), cert. denied, No. 94C1821, 1994 Ga. LEXIS 1180 (Ga. Dec. 2, 1994).

Venuein criminal cases. —

When the defendants were indicted under O.C.G.A. § 21-5-9 for failing to file documents with the State Ethics Commission
under O.C.G.A. §21-5-34, venue was in the county where the commission was exclusively located; the place fixed for
performance of the required act fixed the situs of the alleged crime. McKinney v. State, 282 Ga. 230, 647 SE.2d 44, 2007 Ga.
LEXIS 479 (2007).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, opinions decided under the former chapter are included in the annotations
for this Code section.

Designated or ganizationsto fulfill requirements. —

Disclosure requirements of the former chapter must be fulfilled by the organizations designated in the former provisions. 1975
Op. Att'y Gen. No. 75-53 (decided under former chapter).

Corporation accepting contributions on behalf of candidates

was subject to reporting requirements of the former provisions. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-109 (decided under former
chapter).

Incumbent receiving or making campaign contributions during nonelection years. —

The incumbent of a covered office who receives campaign contributions or makes campaign expenditures during nonelection
years must report the transactions, both in the incumbent’ s supplemental report and in the initial report during the calendar year
in which an election for the office the incumbent holds occurs. 1977 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 77-84 (decided under former chapter).

Withdrawal of candidate prior to reporting dates surrounding primary

would not relieve the candidate of compliance with those dates in light of the broad definition of the term “candidate” and the
absence of any applicable limiting provision. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-22 (decided under former chapter).

Reports can be omitted only where the candidate has no opposition

either in the primary or in the general election. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-22 (decided under former chapter).

Reportsbefore and after primary apply to all candidates. —

The General Assembly intended for the 45, 15 and ten-day reports before and after the primary to apply to all candidates,
regardless of the methods they employ in the seeking of political office. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-22 (decided under former
chapter).

General election filing date applies only to general election candidates. —
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The filing dates which the former chapter specified for campaign financing disclosure reports are of general applicability and
are ordinarily not affected by the method or procedures used by a “candidate” to seek office, but the “15 days prior to the
general election” filing date applies only to those candidates in the general election campaign. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-22
(decided under former chapter).

Reporting dates enfor ceable against write-in candidate. —

While a write-in candidate who has in fact filed a notice of intention of candidacy prior to any of the fiscal disclosure report
filing dates surrounding the primary must comply with those report requirements occurring after the individual has become a
candidate, and while an individual who intends to subsequently become a write-in candidate should file such reports, the
practical consequence is probably that only those reporting dates fixed with respect to the general election can be enforced
against awrite-in candidate. 1976 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 76-22 (decided under former chapter).

Filing of supplemental disclosurereport. —

Person elected to covered office must file supplemental disclosure report on or before December 31 of each year during the
person’s term of office, provided that a contribution or expenditure was received or made during the year which is covered.
1977 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 77-10 (decided under former chapter).

Feefor filing of campaign financing disclosure reports. —
Former Code 1933, § 24-1716 (see now O.C.G.A. 8 15-9-60), in authorizing the probate judge to charge a fee for the filing of

any “application, petition, or case” where no costs are prescribed, did not authorize charging this fee for the filing of campaign
financing disclosure reports by candidates for county office. 1980 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U80-29 (decided under former chapter).

Individual disclosurereportsnot required. —

Although O.C.G.A. § 21-5-34 requires a campaign committee formed for the purpose of opposing a local option sales tax
referendum to file a campaign contribution disclosure report, the Ethicsin Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq., does not
compel each contributor to such a committee to file a separate disclosure report. 1994 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U94-2.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Crossreferences.
District supervisors; election procedure for elected supervisors, § 2-6-30.

Law reviews.

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article on the 2013 amendment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. &. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).

For article on the 2014 amendment of this Code section, see 31 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 93 (2014).

For article on the 2019 amendment of this Code section, see 36 Ga. S. U.L. Rev. 123 (2019).

RESEARCH REFERENCES
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29 C.J.S., Elections, § 597.
ALR. —

Constitutionality, construction, and application of statute or regulatory action respecting political advertising — print media
cases, 51 A.L.R.6th 359.

Condtitutionality, construction, and application of statute or regulatory activity respecting political advertising nonprint media
cases, or cases implicating both print and nonprint media, 53 A.L.R.6th 491.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 2
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O0.C.G.A.821-5-34.1

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-34.1. Filing campaign contribution disclosurereports electronically.

(a) Candidates, candidate committees, and public officers who are required to file campaign contribution disclosure
reports with the commission shall use electronic means to file such reports with the commission using means
prescribed by the commission to file such reports.

(b) Thefiling of any campaign disclosure report required under this article shall constitute an affirmation that such
report istrue, complete, and correct.

(c) Candidates seeking election to county or municipal offices may use electronic meansto file their campaign
contribution disclosure reports if such method is made available or may file by certified mail, statutory overnight
delivery, or personal delivery.

(d) Political action committees, independent committees, and any persons otherwise required by this article to file
campaign contribution disclosure reports shall use electronic means to file such reports if such method is made
available.

(e) Thefiling of any campaign contribution disclosure report required under this article shall constitute an affirmation
that the report is true, complete, and correct.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-34.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 3; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 13/HB 48; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 4/SB
168; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173,812/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, 8 5/HB 232; Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, 8 4/HB 143.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’snotes.
Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, §5, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severability.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations,
that Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.
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Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.””

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, §10/SB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall become effective upon its
approva by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

L aw reviews.

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21
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O.C.G.A.821-5-34.2

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.
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(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-34.2. L eader ship committee defined; operation; separate from campaign
committees.

(a) Asused in this Code section, the term “leadership committee” means a committee, corporation, or organization
chaired by the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the nominee of a political party for Governor selected in a primary
election in the year in which he or she is nominated, or the nominee of apolitical party for Lieutenant Governor
selected in aprimary election in the year in which he or she is nominated. Such term shall also mean up to two
political action committees designated by the majority caucus of the House of Representatives, the minority caucus of
the House of Representatives, the majority caucus of the Senate, and the minority caucus of the Senate. No person
may chair more than one leadership committee.

(b) A leadership committee may receive contributions from persons who are members or supporters of the leadership
committee and expend such funds as permitted by this Code section.

(c) If aperson chairing aleadership committee ceasesto hold the office or the status as a nominee of a political party
as described in subsection (a) of this Code section, such person shall transfer the remaining assets of the leadership
committee, if any, to another leadership committee within 60 days, name an eligible person as the new chairperson of
the leadership committee within 60 days, or dispose of the leadership committee’ s assets as provided by Code Section
21-5-33.

(d) A leadership committee may accept contributions or make expenditures for the purpose of affecting the outcome
of any election or advocating for the election or defeat of any candidate, may defray ordinary and necessary expenses
incurred in connection with any candidate’ s campaign for elective office, and may defray ordinary and necessary
expenses incurred in connection with a public officer’ s fulfillment or retention of such office.

(e) A leadership committee which accepts contributions or makes expenditures in excess of $500.00 shall register
with the commission within ten days of such accepted contribution or such expenditure and, thereafter, shall file
disclosure reports pursuant to the schedule defined for candidates and campaign committees in subsection (c) of Code
Section 21-5-34. Such disclosure reports shall be made pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 21-5-34. The
contribution limitsin Code Section 21-5-41 shall not apply to contributions to a leadership committee or expenditures
made by aleadership committee in support of a candidate or a group of named candidates. All communications paid
for by expenditures of the leadership committee shall contain a disclaimer, either audibly or in writing, that the
communication is paid for by the leadership committee, unless such disclaimer isimpractical.

(f) A leadership committee shall be a separate legal entity from a candidate’ s campaign committee and shall not be
considered an independent committee.

History
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Code 1981, § 21-5-34.2, enacted by Ga. L. 2021, p. 467, 8§ 1/SB 221.

Annotations

Notes

Effective date. —

This Code section became effective July 1, 2021.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-35

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-35. Acceptance of contributionsor pledges during legislative sessions.

(@) No member of the General Assembly or that member’ s campaign committee or public officer elected state wide or
campaign committee of such public officer shall seek or accept a contribution or a pledge of a contribution to the
member, the member’ s campaign committee, or public officer elected state wide, or campaign committee of such
public officer during alegidative session.

(b) Subsection (a) of this Code section shall not apply to:
(1) The receipt of a contribution which is returned with reasonable promptness to the donor or the donor’ s agent;

(2) Thereceipt and acceptance during alegidative session of a contribution consisting of proceeds from a dinner,
luncheon, rally, or similar fundraising event held prior to the legidlative session;

(3) Thereceipt of acontribution by a political party consisting of the proceeds from a dinner, luncheon, rally, or
similar fundraising event in which a member of the General Assembly or a public officer elected state wide
participates; or

(4) A judicial officer elected state wide, a candidate for ajudicial office elected state wide, or acampaign
committee of such judicial officer or candidate.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-35, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 5; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 10; Ga. L. 2005, p.
859, § 14/HB 48; Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, § 5/HB 143.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS
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Preempted by federal law. —

As applied to candidates for federal office, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-35 is preempted by the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 U.SC.S
§ 431 et seq. Teper v. Miller, 82 F.3d 989, 1996 U.S. App. LEXIS 9280 (11th Cir. 1996).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Soliciting pledges should be avoided. —
While the Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq., does not expressly prohibit an incumbent member of the

General Assembly from soliciting a pledge or setting goals for contributions during a legislative session, such actions would
clearly be contrary to the policies and purposes of the Act and should be avoided. 1995 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U95-27.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article, “Elections: Elections and Primaries Through the Pandemic,” see 37 Ga. S. U.L. Rev. 241 (2020).
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2 Campaign Contributions (88 21-5-30 — 21-5-36)

21-5-36. Disposition of reports; handling of complaintsand violations.

(@)

(1) It shall bethe duty of the commission to make the campaign contribution disclosure reports available for
public inspection and copying during regular office hours commencing as soon as practicable after such reports
are filed. The commission shall have the authority to charge afee for copying such reports not to exceed the
actual cost of such copying. The commission shall preserve such reports for a period of five years from the date
upon which they are received.

(2) A qudifying officer shall notify the commission in writing of the names and addresses of al candidates and
offices sought in any election within ten days of the close of the qualification period.

(b) After receiving original reports, the commission has the duty to inspect each report filed by candidates or by a
campaign committee for conformity with the law and to notify the candidate or campaign committee immediately if
the report does not conform with the law or isin technical violation of filing requirements. Such notification shall be
by electronic means and regular United States mail.

(c) Within ten business days of the close of the qualification period, qualifying officers shall electronically report to
the commission the names and addresses of all candidates and offices sought by each candidate in an election and the
qualifying date for such candidate.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-36, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 12; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 13/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.””

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.
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Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

I dentifying per sons not filing timely financial disclosure statements. —

While there is no statutory authority to compel the local filing officers to report candidates or public officers who have not
timely filed their financial disclosure statements, O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5 requires the Ethics Commission to identify such
persons. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-26.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 2
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21-5-40. Definitions.

Asused in this article, the term:

History

(1) “Affiliated committees’ means any two or more political committees (including a separate segregated fund)
established, financed, maintained, or controlled by the same business entity, labor organization, person, or group
of persons, including any parent, subsidiary, branch, division, department, or local unit thereof.

(2) “Affiliated corporation” means with respect to any business entity any other business entity related thereto: as
a parent business entity; as a subsidiary business entity; as a sister business entity; by common ownership or
control; or by control of one business entity by the other.

(3) “Business entity” shall have the same meaning as provided in Code Section 21-5-3.
(4) Reserved.
(5) “Person” means an individual.

(6) “Political committee” means. (A) any partnership, committee, club, association, organization, party caucus of
the House of Representatives or the Senate, or similar entity (other than a business entity) or any other group of
persons or entities which makes a contribution; or (B) any separate segregated fund.

(6.1)" Political party” means any political party asthat term is defined in paragraph (25) of Code Section 21-2-2,
as amended; provided, however, that for purposes of this article, local, state, and national committees shall be
separate political parties.

(6.2)“Public office” means the office of each elected public officer as specified in paragraph (22) of Code Section
21-5-3.

(7) “Separate segregated fund” means afund which is established, administered, and used for political purposes
by a business entity, labor organization, membership organization, or cooperative and to which the business
entity, labor organization, membership organization, or cooperative solicits contributions.

Code 1981, § 21-5-40, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, 8 6; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 7; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11; Ga. L. 1998, p.
295, 8 3; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 4; Ga. L. 2001, p. 20, 8 1; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 15/HB 48; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 14/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes
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Editor’'snotes.
Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, 8§ 5, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severahility.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations,
that Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe © Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reports filed on and after January 10, 2011.

Opinion Notes

OPINIONSOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Labor union as*“political committee.” —
For purposes of determining the maximum amount of contributions permitted to an individual candidate for office under

O.C.G.A. §21-5-43, alabor union is a “political committee” pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 21-5-40(6). 1994 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 94-
16.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.
For article, “Georgia Campaign Finance and Disclosure Law,” see 27 Ga. St. B. J. 175 (1991).

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. —

26 Am. Jur. 2d, Elections, § 459 et seq.
CJS —

29 C.J.S, Elections 88 372 et seq., 587 et seq.
Hierarchy Notes:

O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch.5
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1— 4) > Article 2A Contributions to Candidates for Public Office (88 21-5-40 — 21-5-45)

21-5-41. M aximum allowable contributions.

(a) No person, corporation, political committee, or political party shall make, and no candidate or campaign
committee shall receive from any such entity, contributions to any candidate for state-wide elected office which in the
aggregate for an election cycle exceed:

(1) Fivethousand dollarsfor a primary election;

(2) Threethousand dollars for a primary run-off election;
(3) Fivethousand dollars for a general election; and

(4) Threethousand dollars for a general election runoff.

(b) No person, corporation, political committee, or political party shall make, and no candidate or campaign
committee shall receive from any such entity, contributions to any candidate for the General Assembly or public office
other than state-wide elected office which in the aggregate for an election cycle exceed:

(1) Two thousand dollars for a primary election;

(2) One thousand dollars for a primary run-off election;
(3) Two thousand dollars for ageneral election; and
(4) Onethousand dollars for ageneral election runoff.

(c) No business entity shall make any election contributions to any candidate which when aggregated with
contributions to the same candidate for the same election from any affiliated corporations exceed the per election
maximum allowabl e contribution limits for such candidate as specified in subsection (&) of this Code section.

(d) Candidates and campaign committees may separately account for contributions pursuant to Code Section 21-5-43.
Candidates and campaign committees not separately accounting for contributions pursuant to such Code section shall
not accept contributions for any election in an election cycle prior to the conclusion of the immediately preceding
election in such cycle; provided, however, that contributions may be accepted for a primary election at any timein the
election cycle prior to and including the date of such primary election. Upon conclusion of each election, contributions
remaining unexpended may be expended on succeeding electionsin the election cycle, and contributions not
exceeding the contribution limits of this Code section may continue to be accepted for repayment of campaign
obligations incurred as a candidate in that election except as provided in subsection (h) of this Code section.

(e) Candidates and campaign committees shall designate on their disclosure reports the election for which a
contribution has been accepted. Any contribution not so designated shall be presumed to have been accepted for the
election on or first following the date of the contribution.

(f) A contribution by a partnership shall be deemed to have been made pro rata by the partners as individuals for
purposes of this Code section, as well as by the partnership in toto unless the partnership by proper action under its
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partnership agreement otherwise directs allocation of the contribution among the partners. At such direction of the
partnership, the contribution may be allocated in any proportion among the partners, including to one or some but not
all. Such allocation shall be indicated on the face of any instrument constituting the contribution or on an
accompanying document referencing such instrument.

(g) The contribution limitations established by this Code section shall not apply to aloan or other contribution made
to acampaign committee or candidate by the candidate or a member of the family of the candidate.

(h) Any candidate or campaign committee who incurs loans on or after January 9, 2006, in connection with the
candidate’ s campaign for election shall not repay, directly or indirectly, such loans from any contributions made to
such candidate or any authorized committee of such candidate after the date of the election for which the loan was
made to the extent that such loans exceed $250,000.00.

(i) The contribution limits established by this Code section shall not apply to a bona fide loan made to a candidate or
campaign committee by a state or federally chartered financial institution or a depository institution whose deposits
are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation if;

(1) Suchloanismadeinthe normal course of business with the expectation on the part of all parties that such
loan shall be repaid; and

(2) Suchloanisbased on the credit worthiness of the candidate and the candidate is personally liable for the
repayment of the loan.

(i) The contribution limitations provided for in this Code section shall not include contributions or expenditures made
by apolitical party in support of a party ticket or agroup of named candidates.

(k) At the end of each gubernatorial election cycle, the contribution limitations in this Code section shall be raised or
lowered in increments of $100.00 by order of the commission pursuant to a consideration by the commission of
inflation or deflation during such cycle or four year period, as determined by the Consumer Price Index published by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor, and such limitations shall apply until next
revised by the commission. The commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the implementation of this
subsection.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-41, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 6; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 8; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11; Ga. L. 1995, p.
8,81; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 4; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 16/HB 48; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 15/SB 17; Ga. L. 2022, § 10/SB 120,
effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, rewrote the first sentence of subsection (k), which read: “At the end of the
election cycle applicable to each public office as to which campaign contributions are limited by this Code section and every
four years for all other elections to which this Code section is applicable, the contribution limitations in this Code section shall
be raised or lowered in increments of $100.00 by regulation of the commission pursuant to a determination by the commission
of inflation or deflation during such cycle or four-year period, as determined by the Consumer Price Index published by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor, and such limitations shall apply until next revised by the
commission.”

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, §5, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severability.

94
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:4XH0-5NT0-002W-X3VB-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:508M-V930-002W-X3P7-00000-00&context=1000516

Page 3 of 5
0.C.G.A.821-541

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations,
that Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe © Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Commission decision finding reasonable groundsfor violation not immediately appealable. —

Candidate had not shown irreparable harm justifying immediate appeal to a superior court under O.C.G.A. 8§ 50-13-19(a) from
an interim decision of the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission because judicia review
would be available after the final decision; the charges had been pending over eight years and alleged damage to the
candidate’'s reputation was not irreparable harm. Oxendine v. Gov't Transparency & Campaign Fin. Comm'n, 341 Ga. App.
901, 802 SE.2d 310, 2017 Ga. App. LEXIS 304 (2017), cert. denied, No. S17C1925, 2017 Ga. LEXIS 1018 (Ga. Dec. 11,

2017).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Campaign contributions prior to January 1, 2001,

under the election year/non-election year format should not be counted against the new election cycle contribution limits set
forth in the revised version of the statute which became effective on that date. 2001 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 2001-4.

Term “immediate family”

in the campaign contributions portion of the Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. 8 21-5-1 et seq., refers to a candidate’'s
spouse and children. 1995 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 95-42.

L oan madeto candidate in ordinary course of business. —

A loan made to a candidate for public office, which is made in the ordinary course of business and not for the purpose of
influencing the nomination or election of the candidate, is not subject to the monetary limitations on contributions contained in
the Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq.; any other type of loan, including one guaranteed by individuals other
than the candidate, would be subject to that Act’s limitation on contributions. 1992 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 92-26 (Subsection (c)
codifies the conclusion and broadens the dollar limit exclusion to include contributions from candidate’ s family).

Adjustment of contribution limits. —
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Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission’s existing rule that requires the contribution limits be
adjusted every calendar year is in line with the requirement of contribution limits being adjusted “at the end of the election
cycle,” under O.C.G.A. § 21-5-41(k), since some election cycles end every calendar year. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

While the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission’s rule permits the revisiting of setting
contribution limits if the Commission fails to timely adjust the contribution limits at its first regularly scheduled meeting of the
year, the language of the Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq., does not allow the Commission to revisit an
affirmative vote that raises, lowers, or rejects an adjustment to contribution limits. Such an affirmative vote of the Commission
locks the adjusted contribution limits into place for the duration of that election cycle. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

When adjustments should occur. —

Adjustment of a contribution limit should occur as close as practically possible to the end of an election cycle or every four
years to avoid changes to limits during any subsequent election cycle. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

Who may adjust contribution limits. —

The Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission, and not its staff, is the regulatory body under
Georgia law granted the discretionary ability to determine whether and to what extent to adjust contribution limits. There is no
express grant of authority by the General Assembly that would permit the delegation of this discretionary duty to Commission
staff. Therefore, only the Commission, not the staff, can alter contribution limits pursuant to the discretionary authority granted
to the Commission by statute. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

Frequency of setting contribution limits. —

For an office with a four-year term, a candidate may appear on the ballot several times during that period. The limits applicable
to the primary, primary run-off, general, and general run-off, which will each occur at most once during that four year period,
will be the limits set by the Commission at the conclusion of the last election cycle concluding with a general election or, if
applicable, the general election run-off. Any special election, special election run-off, and recall election shall be governed by
the contribution limits set once every four years by the Commission for all offices as to those types of elections. 2020 Op. Att'y
Gen. 20-3.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Administrativerulesand regulations.

Adjustment of contribution limits based upon inflation, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of
Georgia, Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission, Organization, Sec. 189-1-.07.

Disclosure reports, Officia Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, State Ethics Commission,
Chapter 189-3.

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article, “An Intersection of Laws: Citizens United v. FEC: Rational Coercion: Citizens United and a Modern Day
Prisoner’s Dilemma,” see 27 Ga. . U. L. Rev. 1105 (2011).

For annual survey on administrative law, see 70 Mercer L. Rev. 1 (2018).

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

96
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H2N3-GXF6-80PS-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H413-GXF6-80PV-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:4K5P-TSM0-00CW-903J-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:536K-D890-00CW-90GS-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5V7R-NJ20-00CW-421W-00000-00&context=1000516

Page 5 of 5
0.C.G.A.821-541

For comment, “Awakening a Slumbering Giant: Georgia's Judicial Selection System After White and Weaver,” see 56 Mercer
L. Rev. 1035 (2005).

RESEARCH REFERENCES
ALR.—
Construction and application of Supreme Court’s holding in Citizens United v. Federal Election Com'n, 130 S Ct. 876, 175 L.

Ed. 2d 753, 187 L.R.RM. (BNA) 2961, 159 Lab. Cas. (CCH) P 10166 (2010), that government may not prohibit independent
and indirect corporate expenditures on political speech, 65 A.L.R.6th 503.
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O.C.G.A.821-5-42

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1— 4) > Article 2A Contributions to Candidates for Public Office (88 21-5-40 — 21-5-45)

21-5-42. Contribution to campaign committee deemed contribution to candidate;
rulesfor construction.

For purposes of this article, a contribution to a campaign committee of a candidate for any public office shall be
deemed to be a contribution to such candidate. If during any calendar year there occur both a special election including
aspecia primary, specia primary runoff, and special election runoff as appropriate and a general election for the same
public office and if the same person is a candidate for nomination or election at both such special election including a
special primary, specia primary runoff, and special election runoff as appropriate and such general election, then this
Code section shall apply. Where this Code section applies, a person, corporation, political committee, or political party
may contribute up to the maximum amount otherwise allowable under this article to such person or such person’s
campaign committee for the purpose of influencing such candidate’ s nomination or election at the special primary,
special primary runoff, special election, or special election runoff; and the same person, corporation, political
committee, or political party may contribute up to the maximum amount otherwise allowable under this article for the
purpose of influencing such candidate’ s election at the general election or general election runoff. This Code section
shall be construed according to the following rules:

(1) Itisthe general intent of this Code section to allow a person who is a candidate for election at both a special
election and a general election in the same calendar year to receive up to but no more than twice the amount of
contributions which could otherwise be received from any one donor during the year; and

(2) Seeking nomination at a special primary or general primary shall be considered as seeking election at the
ensuing special election or general election for the purpose of determining whether a person is a candidate for
election at both the special election and the general election and allowing the application of this Code section; but
seeking election at only asingle primary and its ensuing election shall not bring this Code section into effect.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-44, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 6; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 12; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11; Code Section
21-5-42, asredesignated by Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 4.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.
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Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 4, effective January 1, 2001, redesignated the provisions of former Code Section 21-5-44 as this Code
section. Former Code Section 21-5-42, concerning the maximum allowable contribution by corporations, was based on Code
1981, § 21-5-42, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 6, Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 9, Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 5, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severability.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations that
Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).
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O.C.G.A. 821-5-43

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1— 4) > Article 2A Contributions to Candidates for Public Office (88 21-5-40 — 21-5-45)

21-5-43. Accounting for and expenditure of campaign contributions.

(@)

(1) A candidate or campaign committee may separately account for contributions for each election in an election
cycle for which contributions are accepted. If no contributions are accepted for an election, no corresponding
accounting shall be required. Subject to the contribution limits of this chapter, contributions so separately
accounted for may be accepted at any time in the election cycle. Upon the conclusion of each election,
contributions not exceeding such limits may continue to be accepted for repayment of campaign obligations
incurred as a candidate in that election.

(2) A candidate who wishes to accept contributions for more than one election at atime shall separately account
for such campaign contributions and shall file an “ Option to Choose Separate Accounting” form with the
commission prior to accepting contributions for any election other than the candidate’ s next upcoming election;
provided, however, that a candidate shall only be required to file one such form which shall be utilized for all
subsequent elections to the same el ective office, regardless of whether an election occursin anew election cycle.

(3) A candidate who accepts contributions for more than one election at atime may allocate contributions
received from a single contributor to any election in the election cycle, provided that the contributions shall not
violate maximum allowable contribution limits for any election; provided, however, that in order to allocate
contributions to a past election, the candidate shall have outstanding campaign debt from the previous election.

(b) Contributions separately accounted for shall not be expended on a prior election except in conformance with this
Code section. Contributions separately accounted for in a primary election may be expended at any time during the
election cycle prior to and including the date of the primary.

(c) Contributions remaining unexpended after the date of an election in which the candidate does appear on the ballot
may be expended for any future election in the same election cycle without regard to the limitations of Code Section
21-5-41. If there are no further electionsin the election cycle or if the candidate or the candidate of the campaign
committeeis not on the ballot of a further election in the election cycle, any remaining contributions may be used only
as provided in Code Section 21-5-33.

(d) Contributions accepted and separately accounted for in an election in which the candidate does not appear on the
ballat, if unexpended, shall be returned to the contributors thereof pro rata without interest. Any portion thereof which
cannot be returned to the original contributor thereof shall be expended only as provided in Code Section 21-5-33.

(e) For purposes of separate accounting, a candidate shall be deemed to have advanced to the next election in the
election cycle upon the official certification of the election result by the Secretary of State, or upon the concession of
the candidate’ s election opponents, or upon receiving a preliminary consolidated election return of 50 percent plus one
for advancement to a general election, or upon receiving a preliminary consolidated election return of 50 percent or
less for arunoff election and placing in one of the two spots that will advance to the runoff election, whichever event
shall first occur. In the event that the official certification of the election result by the Secretary of State differs from or

100
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H4P3-GXF6-80R4-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H2N3-GXF6-80PS-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H2N3-GXF6-80PS-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H423-CGX8-03CH-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:656W-H423-CGX8-03CH-00000-00&context=1000516

Page 2 of 3
0.C.G.A.821-543

isin conflict with apreliminary consolidated election return for advancement to a general or runoff election, the
officia certification of the election result by the Secretary of State shall control for purposes of this Code section.

(f) The commission shall adopt such rules and regulations as are necessary to carry out the purposes of this Code
section in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the “ Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.”

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-43, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 6; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 10; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11; Ga. L. 2000,
p. 1491, § 4; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 17/HB 48; Ga. L. 2022, § 11/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, in subsection (c), substituted “the date of an election in which the candidate
does appear on the ballot may” for “the date of the election may” in the first sentence, and substituted “any remaining
contribution” for “such contributions” in the second sentence; in subsection (d), substituted “election in which the candidate
does not appear on the ballot” for “election which does not occur or for which the candidate does not qualify” in the first
sentence; added present subsection (€) and redesignated former subsection (€) as present subsection (f).

Editor’snotes.
Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, 8§85, not codified by the General Assembly, provides for severability.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 6, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that for purposes of issuing rules and regulations,
that Act became effective May 1, 2000.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2022, p. shb120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”

Opinion Notes

OPINIONSOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Applicability to labor organizations. —

O.C.G.A. §21-5-43 limits local labor unions which are “established, financed, maintained, or controlled” by the same labor
organization to making contributions for any one candidate not to exceed the total aggregate maximum contribution provided
for in that Code section; whether any such local unions are deemed to be so affiliated with one labor organization is a question
to be determined on a case by case basis. 1994 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 94-16.

Monetary contributions. —

A candidate for public office may receive monetary campaign contributions for an election, and throughout each of the
applicable eections for that particular public office's cycle, whichever elections actually occur and for which the candidate is
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actually on the ballot. An individua may only contribute up to the maximum contribution limit to that candidate for that
particular election. 2020 Op. Att'y Gen. 20-3.

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For note on the 1992 amendment of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).
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O.C.G.A.8§21-5-43.1

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2A Contributions to Candidates for Public Office (88 21-5-40 — 21-5-45)

21-5-43.1. Maximum allowable contribution by political parties.

Repealed by Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 4, effective January 1, 2001.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

This Code section was based on Code 1981, § 21-5-43.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, 8 11; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11.
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O.C.GA.§21-5-44

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2A Contributions to Candidates for Public Office (88 21-5-40 — 21-5-45)

21-5-44. Contribution to campaign committee deemed contribution to candidate;
rulesfor construction.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2000, p. 1491, § 4, effective January 1, 2001, redesignated the former provisions of this Code section as Code Section
21-5-42.
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-45

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 2A Contributions to Candidates for Public Office (88 21-5-40 — 21-5-45)

21-5-45. Limitations on contributions apply separ ately to each election.

Repealed by Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 11, effective March 25, 1994.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

This Code section was based on Code 1981, Code Section 21-5-45, enacted by Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, § 6; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075,
§13.
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O.C.G.A.821-5-50

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session

should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 3 Financial Disclosure Statements (88 21-5-50 — 21-5-53)

21-5-50. Filing by public officers; filing by candidatesfor public office; filing by
elected officials and member s of the General Assembly; electronicfiling; transfer of
filingsfrom the Secretary of State to the commission.

(@)

(1) Except as modified in subsection (c) of this Code section with respect to candidates for state-wide el ected
public office, each public officer, as defined in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (22) of Code Section
21-5-3, shall file with the commission not before the first day of January nor later than July 1 of each year in
which such public officer holds office other than an election year afinancia disclosure statement for the
preceding calendar year; and each person who qualifies as a candidate for election as a public officer, as defined
in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall file with the commission, no
later than the fifteenth day following the date of qualifying as a candidate, afinancial disclosure statement for the
preceding calendar year.

(2) Except as set forth in paragraph (3) of this subsection, a public officer, as defined in subparagraph (E) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall not be required to file afinancial disclosure statement pursuant to
this Code section. Each such public officer shall, however, be deemed to be a public official for purposes of Code
Section 45 10 26 and shall be subject to the disclosure requirements set forth in Code Section 45 10 26. In
addition, each such public officer shall file with the commission, prior to January 31 each year, an affidavit
confirming that such public officer took no official action in the previous calendar year that had a material effect
on such public officer’s private financia or business interests; provided, however, that if a public officer as
defined in subparagraph (E) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 has previoudly filed a financial disclosure
statement with the commission pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of Code Section 21-5-50, and said
financial disclosure statement covers the same calendar year as would be covered by the affidavit required by this
Code section, the public officer shall be exempted from filing an affidavit.

(3) A public officer, as defined in subparagraph (E) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, who servesas a
member of the commission shall be subject to the requirements for filing financial disclosure statements set forth
in paragraph (1) of this subsection. In addition, each such public officer shal file with the commission, together
with the financial disclosure statement, an affidavit confirming that such public officer took no officia actionin
the previous calendar year that had a material effect on such public officer’ s private financial or business interests.

(3.1)A public officer and candidates for election as a public officer, as defined in subparagraphs (F) and (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall make filings of the same kind and in the same manner as provided in
paragraph (1) of this subsection for other public officers and candidates for election as a public officer except that
filings under this paragraph shall be made with the el ection superintendent of the county in the case of public
officers and candidates for election as a public officer as defined in said subparagraph (F) and shall be made with
the municipal clerk in the municipality of election or, if thereisno clerk, with the chief executive officer of the
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municipality in the case of public officers as defined in said subparagraph (G). The election superintendent,
municipal clerk, or chief executive officer, as applicable, shall transmit, electronically by eFiling or eFax, a copy
of each such report to the commission not later than 30 days after the close of the reporting period. No fine, fee, or
sanction, including but not limited to identifying a public officer or candidate for election as a public officer as
having filed late or failed to file, shall be imposed by the commission on the public officer or candidate for
election as apublic officer for the failure of the election superintendent, municipal clerk, or chief executive officer
to timely transmit a copy of such report.

(4) Each member of the State Transportation Board shall file afinancial disclosure statement for the preceding
calendar year no later than the sixtieth day following such member’ s election to the State Transportation Board.
Thereafter, each board member shall file by January 31 of each year afinancial disclosure statement for the
preceding year. In addition, each board member shall file with the commission, prior to January 31 of each year,
an affidavit confirming that such board member took no official action in the previous calendar year that had a
material effect on such board member’s private financial or business interests.

(5) The commission or the applicable official under paragraph (3.1) of this subsection shall review each financial
disclosure statement to determine that such statement isin compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

(6) A public officer shall not, however, be required to file such afinancial disclosure statement for the preceding
calendar year in an election year if such public officer does not qualify for nomination for election to succeed
himself or herself or for election to any other public office subject to this chapter. For purposes of this paragraph,
apublic officer shall not be deemed to hold office in ayear in which the public officer holds office for fewer than
15 days.

(b) A financial disclosure statement shall be in the form specified by the commission and shall identify:

(1) Each monetary fee or honorarium which is accepted by a filer from speaking engagements, participation in
seminars, discussion panels, or other activities which directly relate to the official duties of the filer or the office
of the public officer, with a statement identifying the fee or honorarium accepted and the person from whom it
was accepted;

(2) All fiduciary positions held by the candidate for public office or the filer, with a statement of the title of each
such position, the name and address of the business entity, and the principal activity of the business entity;

(3) The name, address, and principal activity of any business entity or investment, exclusive of the names of
individual stocks and bonds in mutual funds, and the office held by and the duties of the candidate for public
office or filer within such business entity as of December 31 of the covered year in which such candidate or
officer has a direct ownership interest which:

(A) Ismorethan 5 percent of the total interests in such business; or
(B) Hasanet fair market value of $5,000.00 or more;
4

(A) Eachtract of real property in which the candidate for public office or filer has a direct ownership interest
as of December 31 of the covered year when that interest has afair market value of $5,000.00 or more. As
used in this paragraph, the term “fair market” value means the appraised value of the property for ad valorem
tax purposes. The disclosure shall contain the county and state, general description of the property, and
whether the fair market value is between (i) $5,000.00 and $100,000.00; (ii) $100,000.01 and $200,000.00; or
(iii) more than $200,000.00.

(B) Each tract of real property in which the candidate for public office’ s spouse or filer’s spouse has a direct
ownership interest as of December 31 of the covered year when that interest has afair market value of
$5,000.00 or more. The disclosure shall contain the county and state, general description of the property, and
whether the fair market value is between (i) $5,000.00 and $100,000.00; (ii) $100,000.01 to $200,000.00; (iii)
or more than $200,000.00;

(5) Thefiler’s occupation, employer, and the principal activity and address of such employer;

(6) Thefiler's spouse’ s name, occupation, employer, and the principal activity and address of such employer;
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(7) If thefiler has actual knowledge of such ownership interest, the name of any business or subsidiary thereof or
investment, exclusive of the individual stocks, bonds, or mutual funds, as of December 31 of the covered year in
which the filer’s spouse or dependent children, jointly or severally, own adirect ownership interest which:

(A) Ismorethan 5 percent of the total interestsin such business or investment, exclusive of the individual
stocks and bonds in mutual funds; or

(B) Hasanet fair market value of more than $10,000.00

or inwhich the filer’s spouse or any dependent child serves as an officer, director, equitable partner, or
trustee; and

8
(A) Asusedin this paragraph, the term “agency” has the meaning provided by Code Section 45-10-20.

(B) All annual paymentsin excess of $10,000.00 received by the filer or any business entity identified in
paragraph (3) of this subsection from the state, any agency, department, commission, or authority created by
the state, and authorized and exempted from disclosure under Code Section 45-10-25, and the agency,
department, commission, or authority making the payments, and the general nature of the consideration
rendered for the source of the payments. This paragraph shall not require the disclosure of payments which
have already been disclosed for purposes of any other provision of this chapter.

(1) Each person who qualifies with a political party as a candidate for party nomination to a public office elected
state wide (including an incumbent public officer elected state wide qualifying to succeed himsealf or herself) shall
file with the commission, not later than seven days after so qualifying, afinancia disclosure statement. Each
person who qualifies as a candidate for election to a public office elected state wide through a nomination petition
or convention shall likewise file afinancia disclosure statement not later than seven days after filing his or her
notice of candidacy. Such financial disclosure statement shall comply with the requirements of subsections (a)
and (b) of this Code section and shall in addition identify, for the preceding five calendar years:

(A) Each transaction or transactions which aggregate $9,000.00 or more in a calendar year in which the
candidate (whether for himself or herself or on behalf of any business) or any businessin which such
candidate or any member of his or her family has a substantial interest or is an officer of such business has
transacted business with the government of the State of Georgia, the government of any political subdivision
of the State of Georgia, or any agency of any such government; and

(B) Each transaction or transactions which aggregate $9,000.00 or more in acalendar year in which the
candidate or any business in which such candidate or any member of his or her family has a substantial
interest or is an officer of such business received any income of any nature from any person who was at the
time of such receipt of income represented by alobbyist registered with the commission pursuant to Article 4
of this chapter.

(2) Thefinancial disclosure statement required by paragraph (1) of this subsection shall include an itemized list
of the transactions required to be reported, including the date of, dollar amount of, and parties to each such
transaction. However, with respect to any transactions of a privileged nature only the total amount of such
transactions shall be required to be reported, and names, dates, amounts of individual transactions, and other
identifying data may be omitted; and for this purpose “transactions of a privileged nature” shall include
transactions between attorney and client, transactions between psychiatrist and patient, transactions between
physician and patient, and any other transactions which are by law of a similar privileged and confidential nature.

(3) Thefinancial disclosure statement required by paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be accompanied by a
financial statement of the candidate’ s financial affairs for the five calendar years prior to the year in which the
election is held and the first quarter of the calendar year in which the election is held.

(3.1)Thefinancial disclosure statement required by paragraph (1) of this subsection shall include the source or
sources of the candidate’ sincome for the five calendar years prior to the year in which the election is held and the
first quarter of the calendar year in which the election is held.
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(4) Asused in this subsection, the term:

(A) “Agency” means any agency, authority, department, board, bureau, commission, committee, office, or
instrumentality of the State of Georgia or any political subdivision of the State of Georgia.

(B) “Financial statement” means a statement of a candidate’ s financia affairsin aform substantially
equivalent to the short form financial statement required for bank directors under the rules of the Department
of Banking and Finance.

(C) “Person” and “transact business’ shall have the meanings specified in Code Section 45-10-20.

(D) “Substantial interest” means the direct or indirect ownership of 10 percent or more of the assets or stock
of any business.

(5) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this subsection, if, due to a special election or otherwise, a person
does not qualify as a candidate for nomination or election to public office until after the filing date otherwise
applicable, such person shall make the filings required by this subsection within seven days after so qualifying.

(d) All state-wide elected officials and members of the General Assembly shall file financial disclosure statements
electronically with the commission. Local officials referred to in subparagraph (F) or (G) of paragraph (22) of Code
Section 21-5-3 may file electronically if such method is made available or may file by certified mail, statutory
overnight delivery, or personal delivery. Except when electronic filing is required, the mailing of the notarized
financial disclosure statement by United States mail with adequate postage affixed within the required filing time as
determined by the official United States postage date cancellation shall be prima-facie evidence of filing.

(e) Thefiling of any financial disclosure statement required under this article shall constitute an affirmation that the
statement is true, complete, and correct.

(f)

(1) Inaddition to other penalties provided in this chapter, alate fee of $125.00 shall be imposed by the person or
entity with which filing is required for each financial disclosure statement that isfiled late, and notice of such late
fee shall be sent to the board member, candidate, and the candidate’ s committee in the same manner by which the
penalized report was filed with the commission. However, if the report in question was not filed or was filed with
the commission in a manner other than electronic filing or certified mail, return receipt requested, the commission
shall use certified mail, return receipt requested, to notify the candidate and the candidate’ s committee of the late
fee due. The notice shall include the schedule of increasing late fees for late filings and the dates upon which such
late fees shall be increased. In addition, alate fee of $250.00 shall be imposed on the fifteenth day after the due
date for such statement if such statement has not been filed. A late fee of $1,000.00 shall be imposed on the forty-
fifth day after the due date for such statement if the statement has not been filed. Campaign committee funds shall
not be used to pay such penalty. Notice by electronic means shall not satisfy the requirements of this paragraph;
and any increased late fees shall be stayed until at |east ten days after proper notice has been given as specified in

this paragraph.
(2) The commission shall retain $25.00 of thefirst late fee received by the commission for processing pursuant to
the provisions of Code Section 45-12-92.1.

(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, soil and water conservation district
supervisors elected pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter 6 of Title 2 shall not be required to file personal financial
disclosure statements under this Code section.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-50, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, 88 13, 14; Ga. L. 1988, p. 603, § 6; Ga. L.
1989, p. 10, 8 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 922, 88 7, 8; Ga. L. 1992, p. 56, § 1; Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, 8§ 14, 15; Ga. L. 1993, p. 118, 8 1;
Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 12; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 18/HB 48; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 5/SB 168; Ga. L. 2010, p. 9, 8§ 1-48/HB 1055;
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Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 16/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 6/HB 232; Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, § 6/HB 143; Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, § 4/HB
142; Ga. L. 2016, p. 173, 8 8/SB 199; Ga. L. 2020, p. 493, § 21/SB 429; Ga. L. 2022, § 12/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

The 2020 amendment, effective July 29, 2020, part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct thistitle, deleted subsection (g)
which was formerly designated as reserved.

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, in subsection (&), added the proviso at the end of paragraph (a)(2), and, in
paragraph (a)(3), inserted “and candidates for election as a public officer” in three places in the first sentence and inserted “or
candidate for election as a public officer” twice in the third sentence; in subsection (c), substituted “the five calendar years
prior” for “the calendar year prior” in paragraph (c)(3) and added paragraph (c)(3.1); and added subsection (g).

Code Commission notes.
The amendment of this Code section by Ga. L. 2010, p. 9, § 1-48/HB 1055, irreconcilably conflicted with and was treated as

superseded by Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 16/SB 17. See County of Butts v. Strahan, 151 Ga. 417 (1921); Keener v. McDougall,
232 Ga. 273 (1974).

Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-3, in 2013, the amendment of subsection (g) of this Code section by Ga. L. 2013, p. 173, 8 6/HB
143, was treated as impliedly repealed and superseded by Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, § 4/HB 142, due to irreconcilable conflict. See
County of Butts v. Srahan, 151 Ga. 417 (1921); Keener v. McDougall, 232 Ga. 273 (1974) and Ga L. 2013, p. 141,
§ 54(d)/HB 79.

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 1993, p. 118, § 1 which amended this Code section, contained an incorrect reference to Code Section 21-2-50. The
correct reference was to Code Section 21-5-50 (this Code section).

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ‘ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part: “This Act shall become effective on
January 10, 2011, and shall apply to al reports filed on and after such date; provided, however, that if Code Section 45-12-92.1
as enacted by HB 1055 at the regular session of the 2010 General Assembly does not become law, then the following
provisions as enacted by this Act shall not become effective and shall be reserved instead: paragraph (2) of subsection (k) of
Code Section 21-5-34; paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of Code Section 21-5-50; division (f)(2)(D)(ii) of Code Section 21-5-71;
and division (f)(2)(E)(ii) of Code Section 21-5-71." HB 1055 became effective May 12, 2010.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides. “This Act shall become effective upon its
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. SB120, { 12/SB 120, purported to amend subsection (g) but actually enacted a new subsection (g).

Opinion Notes
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OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, opinions decided under the former chapter are included in the annotations
for this Code section.

Provisions applicable to candidates not contributors. —

The provisions of former § 21-5-5.1 applied only to candidates for state-wide office and did not apply to persons who accept
contributions for, make contributions to, or make expenditures on behalf of candidates. 1985 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 85-61 (opinion
decided under provisions of former Code Section 21-5-5.1 similar to this Code section).

Filing required of public officers seeking reelection. —

A public officer who is seeking reelection, and who has already filed an annual public officer financial disclosure statement, is
required to complete the two sections of the form pertaining solely to public officers at the time that the officer intends to
qualify for reelection. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-26.

Officersrequiretofiledisclosurereports. —
Executive directors and members of state examining boards, as well as other public officers defined in O.C.G.A. § 21-5-3(15),

must file financial disclosure reports required under the Financial Disclosure Act, O.C.G.A. T. 21, Ch. 5. 1997 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. 97-18.

I dentifying per sons not filing timely financial disclosure statements. —

For duty, prior to 1988 amendment to O.C.G.A. § 21-5-53, to identify candidates or public officers who have not timely filed
their financial disclosure statements, see 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-26.

Disclosur e of direct ownership by candidate or public officer. —

O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50(b)(3), as amended in 1988, does not require the disclosure of the amount of direct ownership a candidate or
public officer ownsin abusiness entity. 1988 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 88-22.

Disclosur e of a public officer’sdirect ownership interest in real property

isrequired pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50(b)(4) if the net fair market value of the interest exceeds $20,000.00 as of December
31 of acovered year. 2000 Op. Atty. Gen. No. U2000-10.

Interest in corporately owned real estate. —

A public officer or candidate, who owns more than 10% or $20,000 interest in a corporation, must disclose an interest in
corporately owned real estate only if the officer has alegally enforceable right to use the land for personal enjoyment or profit
and the officer’ sinterest therein has a fair market value of more than $20,000. 1998 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 98-7.

Candidatesfor election to state-wide judicial office

are not required to file the expanded financial disclosure forms outlined in O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50(c). 1996 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 96-
9.

0O.C.G.A. §45-10-25 must be construed in tandem with O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50(b)(5)
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and because salary, expense reimbursements, and per diem payments are not payments which are authorized and exempted
from disclosure under § 45-10-25, paragraph (b)(5) does not require that these payments be included on the financial disclosure
statement filed pursuant to § 21-5-50(a). 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-23.

Useof a“blind trust”
does not limit the information required to be disclosed in a public officer’s financial disclosure statement; individual assets and

interests held in a “blind trust” must be disclosed to the extent they are otherwise subject to provisions of the Ethics in
Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seg. 2000 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 2000-6.

Private Colleges and Universities Authority

is not a “state authority” for purposes of the Ethics in Government Act, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-1 et seq., and, therefore, its members
need not file the disclosure forms required by O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50. 1999 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 99-5.

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.
For article, “Georgia Campaign Finance and Disclosure Law,” see 27 Ga. St. B. J. 175 (1991).

For note on the 1992 amendments of this Code section, see 9 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 247 (1992).

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. &. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article on the 2013 amendment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-51

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 3 Financial Disclosure Statements (88 21-5-50 — 21-5-53)

21-5-51. Inspection and copying of financial disclosure statements.

Financial disclosure statements filed pursuant to this article shall be public records and shall be subject to inspection
and copying by any member of the public as provided by law for other public records.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-51, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 15; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 6/SB 168; Ga. L.
2010, p. 1173, 817/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ‘' Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reports filed on and after January 10, 2011.
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-52

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 3 Financial Disclosure Statements (88 21-5-50 — 21-5-53)

21-5-52. Filing by mail.

Repedled by Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 18/SB 17, effective January 10, 2011.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

This Code section was based on Code 1981, § 21-5-52, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 16; Ga. L.
2005, p. 859, § 19/HB 48; Ga. L. 2009, p. 620, § 6/B 168.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.””

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the repeal of this Code section
appliesto all reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.
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O.C.G.A. §21-5-53

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article 3 Financial Disclosure Statements (88 21-5-50 — 21-5-53)

21-5-53. Public record.

Repedled by Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 19/SB 17, effective January 10, 2011.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

This Code section was based on Code 1981, § 21-5-53, enacted by Ga. L. 1986, p. 957, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 297, § 17; Ga. L.
1988, p. 603, § 7.
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O.C.G.A. Title21,Ch.5,Art. 4

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1 —4) > Article4 Public Officials Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure (88 21-5-70 — 21-5-76)

Article 4 Public Officials Conduct and L obbyist Disclosure

Annotations

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article, “Lobbying in the Shadows. Religious Interest Groups in the Legislative Process,” see 64 Emory L.J. 1041 (2015).
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0.C.G.A.821-5-70

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1— 4) > Article4 Public Officials Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure (88 21-5-70 — 21-5-76)

21-5-70. Definitions.

Asused in this article, the term:
(1) “Expenditure”:

(A) Means a purchase, payment, distribution, loan, advance, deposit, or conveyance of money or anything of
value made for the purpose of influencing the actions of any public officer, specifically including any such
transaction which is made on behalf of or for the benefit of a public employee for the purpose of influencing
apublic officer;

(B) Includes any other form of payment when such can be reasonably construed as designed to encourage or
influence a public officer;

(B.1) Includes reimbursement or payment of expenses exceeding $75.00 provided to a public officer from
any individual lobbyist for transportation, travel, lodging, registration, food, and beverages,

(C) Includes any gratuitous transfer, payment, subscription, advance, or deposit of money, services, tickets
for admission to athletic, sporting, recreational, musical concert, or other entertainment events, or anything of
value, unless consideration of equal or greater than face value is received,;

(D) Includes reimbursement or payment of expenses for recreational or leisure activities; and

(E) Does not include anything defined in paragraph (4.1) of this Code section as alobbying expenditure, the
provisions of subparagraphs (A) through (D) of this paragraph notwithstanding.

(2) “Filed” meansthe delivery to the commission, as specified in this article, of adocument that satisfies the
requirements of thisarticle. A document is considered delivered when it is electronically delivered to the
commission or placed in the United States mail within the required filing time, properly addressed to the
commission, as specified in this article, with adequate postage affixed.

(3) “ldentifiable group of public officers’ means a description that is specifically determinable by available
public records.

(4) “Lobbying” means the activity of alobbyist while acting in that capacity.
(4.1)“ Lobbying expenditure” means:

(A) Promotional items generally distributed to the general public or to public officers and food and
beverages produced in Georgia;

(B) Anaward, plague, certificate, memento, or similar item given in recognition of the recipient’s civic,
charitable, political, professional, or public service;
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(C) Discounts, upgrades, memberships, or other accommodations extended by a business to a bona fide
customer; or legitimate salary, benefits, fees, commissions, or expenses associated with arecipient’s
nonpublic business, employment, trade, or profession;

(D) Food, beverages, and registration at group events to which all members of an agency, as defined in
paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section 21-5-30.2, are invited. For purposes of this subparagraph, an
agency shall also include the House of Representatives, the Senate, standing committees of such bodies but
not for more than one of such group events per committee per calendar year, caucuses of members of the
majority or minority political parties of the House or Senate, other caucuses of the House or Senate as
approved by the House Committee on Ethics or the Senate Ethics Committee, and the governing body of each
political subdivision of this state;

(E) Campaign contributions or expenditures as defined by Code Section 21-5-3 and reported as required by
Article 2 of this chapter;

(F) Reimbursement or payment of actual and reasonable expenses provided to a public officer and his or her
necessary public employee staff members for such public officer’s and staff members' individual
transportation, lodging, travel, and registration for attending educational, informational, charitable, or civic
meetings or conferences that are held at locations within the United States and directly relate to the official
duties of that public officer or the office of that public officer, plus food and beverages for such public
officer, his or her necessary public employee staff members, and spouse while attending such educational,
informational, charitable, or civic meetings or conferences,

(G) Anything which:
(i) Doesnot qualify as alobbying expenditure under subparagraphs (A) through (F) of this paragraph;
and

(if) Would qualify as an expenditure under subparagraph (B.1) of paragraph (1) of this Code section
except that it does not exceed an amount or value of $75.00 per person.

“Lobbyist” means:

(A) Any natural person who, either individually or as an employee of another person, receives or anticipates
receiving more than $250.00 per calendar year in compensation or reimbursement or payment of expenses
specifically for undertaking to promote or oppose the passage of any legislation by the General Assembly, or
any committee of either chamber or ajoint committee thereof, or the approval or veto of legislation by the
Governor;

(B) Any natura person who makes alobbying expenditure of more than $1,000.00 in a calendar year, not
including the person’s own travel, food, lodging expenses, or informational material, to promote or oppose
the passage of any legislation by the General Assembly, or any committee of either chamber or ajoint
committee thereof, or the approval or veto of legislation by the Governor;

(C) Reserved;

(D) Any natural person who, either individually or as an employee of another person, is compensated
specifically for undertaking to promote or oppose the passage of any ordinance or resolution by a public
officer specified under subparagraph (F) or (G) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, or any committee
of such public officers, or the approval or veto of any such ordinance or resolution;

(E) Any natural person who makes alobbying expenditure of more than $1,000.00 in a calendar year, not
including the person’s own travel, food, lodging expenses, or informational material, to promote or oppose
the passage of any ordinance or resolution by a public officer specified under subparagraph (F) or (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, or any committee of such public officers, or the approval or veto of
any such ordinance or resolution;

(F) Any natural person who as an employee of local government engages in any activity covered under
subparagraph (D) of this paragraph;
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(G) Any natural person who, for compensation, either individually or as an employee of another person, is
hired specifically to undertake influencing a public officer or state agency in the selection of avendor to
supply any goods or servicesto any state agency but does not include any employee or independent
contractor of the vendor solely on the basis that such employee or independent contractor participatesin
soliciting abid or in preparing awritten bid, written proposal, or other document relating to a potential sale to
a state agency and shall not include a bona fide salesperson who sells to or contracts with a state agency for
goods or services and who does not otherwise engage in activities described in subparagraphs (A) through (F)
or (H) through (1) of this paragraph;

(H) Any natural person who, either individually or as an employee of another person, is compensated
specifically for undertaking to promote or oppose the passage of any rule or regulation of any state agency;

(1) Any natura person who, either individually or as an employee of another person, is compensated
specifically for undertaking to promote or oppose any matter before the State Transportation Board; or

(J) Any natural person who makes alobbying expenditure of more than $1,000.00 in a calendar year, not
including the person’s own travel, food, lodging expenses, or informational material, to promote or oppose
any matter before the State Transportation Board.

(6) “Public officer” means a member of the State Transportation Board and those public officers specified under
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, except as otherwise provided in this article and also includes any public
officer or employee who has any discretionary authority over, or is a member of apublic body which has any
discretionary authority over, the selection of avendor to supply any goods or services to any state agency.

(7) “State agency” means any branch of state government or any agency, authority, department, board, bureau,
commission, council, corporation, entity, or instrumentality of this state or of alocal political subdivision of this
state.

(8) “Vendor” means any person who sellsto or contracts with any state agency for the provision of any goods or
services.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-70, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 16; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 13; Ga. L. 1994, p. 277, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 1996,
p. 26, 8§ 1; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 20/HB 48; Ga. L. 2008, p. 261, § 1/SB 456; Ga. L. 2009, p. 41, § 1/SB 47; Ga. L. 2010, p.
1173,820/B 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 7/HB 232; Ga. L. 2011, p. 569, § 3/SB 160; Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, § 2/HB 142; Ga. L.
2016, p. 173, 88 9, 10/SB 199.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ‘ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reports filed on and after January 10, 2011.
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Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides. “This Act shall become effective upon its
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, decisions under former Code Section 28-7-1 are included in the annotations
for this Code section.

Overcoming judgment of legislator by favorsand promises proscribed. —

The definition of lobbying which proscribed only contact “not addressed solely to the judgment” of a member of the General
Assembly meant activity aimed at overcoming the independent judgment of a legislator through favors, promises, and the like,
rather than honest attempts to persuade the legidator to adopt a specific point of view in the exercise of the legidator's
independent judgment. Peacock v. Georgia Mun. Assn, 247 Ga. 740, 279 SE.2d 434, 1981 Ga. LEXIS 851 (1981) (decided
under former § 28-7-1).

Palitical subdivision not to spend tax moneysto influence voters. —

The expenditure of tax moneys by a political subdivision to influence the citizens and voters of that political subdivision was
far different from the expenditure of tax moneys to inform and influence the General Assembly on behalf of these citizens and
voters in regard to issues involving the respective political subdivision; the expenditure by a politica subdivision of public
money to influence the citizens and voters of the entity contained within it the possibility of the corrupt use of influence to
perpetuate alocal administrator’s power. Peacock v. Georgia Mun. Assn, 247 Ga. 740, 279 SE.2d 434, 1981 Ga. LEXIS 851
(1981) (decided under former § 28-7-1).

Opinion Notes

OPINIONSOF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Personsrequired to comply with act. —

Persons who fall within the definition of alobbyist in relation to county or municipal matters, as defined under O.C.G.A. § 21-
5-70(6)(D), (E), and (F), must comply with the registration and reporting requirements of the Public Officials Conduct and
Lobbyist Disclosure Act, O.C.G.A. 8§ 21-5-70 et seq. 1995 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U95-2.

Compensated officer s of unions and business or ganizations. —

Compensated officers of unions or business organizations who express their opinions on proposed or pending legislation to
members of the General Assembly on behalf of such entities must register as lobbyists in accordance with the Public Officials
Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1992, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-70 et seg. 1993 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U93-2.

Member of State Ethics Commission. —

So long as a member of the State Ethics Commission who is an attorney refrains from lobbying, lawyers and others affiliated
with the member’s law firm may, depending upon the particular facts and circumstances of each case, engage in lobbying
without affecting the member’s service. 2002 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 2002-4.
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Crossreferences.

Prohibition against contributions by corporations for purpose of influencing vote, judgment, or action of officer of state, § 14-5-
6.

Bribery of state officials, § 16-10-2.

Criminal penalty for action by public officer or employee who asks for or receives thing of value in return for agreement to
seek passage or defeat of legidation, 88 16-10-4, 16-10-5.

Administrativerulesand regulations.

Vendor relationships, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, Department of Community
Health Administration, Chapter 111-1-2.

Law reviews.

For article discussing the weaknesses in Georgia statutes prohibiting lobbying, and the effect of such law on lawyers, see 5
Mercer L. Rev. 311 (1954).

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article on the 2013 amendment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).

For note on the 1994 amendment of this Code section, see 11 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 193 (1994).
RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. —

51 Am. Jur. 2d, Lobbying, § 1 et seq.

CJS —

16B C.J.S., Congtitutional Law, § 1107 et seg.

ALR. —

Validity of lobbying contracts, 67 A.L.R. 684.

Validity and construction of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying, 42 A.L.R.3d 1046.

Validity, construction, and application of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying and of lobbying contracts, 35
AL.R6th 1.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch.5

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch.5, Art. 4

122
Robert Lane


https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FT91-DYB7-W2BN-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FT91-DYB7-W2BN-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FV61-DYB7-W0XW-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FV61-DYB7-W0XY-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FV61-DYB7-W0Y0-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:4K5P-TSM0-00CW-903J-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5B1M-6T20-00CW-90HS-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=analytical-materials&id=urn:contentItem:5MTH-0900-00CM-M0N7-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FW71-DYB7-W2KB-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FW71-DYB7-W357-00000-00&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=statutes-legislation&id=urn:contentItem:6348-FW71-DYB7-W36S-00000-00&context=1000516

Page 6 of 6
0.C.G.A.§21-5-70

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in origina government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations and research
references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.

End of Document

123
Robert Lane



O0.C.G.A.821-5-71

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session

should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1— 4) > Article4 Public Officials Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure (88 21-5-70 — 21-5-76)

21-5-71. Registration required; application for registration; supplemental
registration; expiration; docket; fees; identification cards; public rosters; exemptions,

(@)

(1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection and except as otherwise provided by subsection (i) of this Code
section, no person shall engage in lobbying as defined by this article unless such person is registered with the
commission as alobbyist. The commission shall not allow a person who has been convicted of afelony involving
moral turpitude in the courts of this state or an offense that, had it occurred in this state, would constitute a felony
involving moral turpitude under the laws of this state to become a registered lobbyist unless ten years or more
have elapsed since the completion of the person’s sentence. The administration of thisarticleis vested in the
commission.

(2) When aperson ishired or retained as an employee or agent or independent contractor and under the
agreement of the parties the primary duties, or a substantial part of the duties, of the person will involve lobbying
activities, the person shall register as alobbyist before commencing lobbying activities.

(b) Each lobbyist who isrequired to register under this article shall file an application for registration with the
commission. The application shall be verified by the applicant and shall contain:

(1) The applicant’s name, address, and telephone number;

(2) The name, address, and telephone number of the person or agency that employs, appoints, or authorizes the
applicant to lobby on its behalf;

(3) A statement of the general business or purpose of each person, firm, corporation, association, or agency the
applicant represents,

(4) If the applicant represents a membership group other than an agency or corporation, the general purpose and
approximate number of members of the organization;

(5) A statement signed by the person or agency employing, appointing, or authorizing the applicant to lobby on
its behalf;

(6) If the applicant is alobbyist attempting to influence rule making or purchasing by a state agency or agencies,
the name of the state agency or agencies before which the applicant engages in lobbying;

(7) A statement disclosing each individual or entity on whose behalf the applicant is registering if such individual
or entity has agreed to pay him or her an amount exceeding $10,000.00 in a calendar year for lobbying activities;

(8) A statement verifying that the applicant has not been convicted of afelony involving moral turpitudein the
courts of this state or an offense that, had it occurred in this state, would constitute afelony involving moral
turpitude under the laws of this state or, if the applicant has been so convicted, a statement identifying such
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conviction, the date thereof, a copy of the person’s sentence, and a statement that more than ten years have
elapsed since the completion of his or her sentence; and

(9) A statement by the applicant verifying that the applicant has received the Georgia General Assembly
Employee Sexual Harassment Policy as set forth in the Georgia General Assembly Handbook, has read and
understands the policy, and agrees to abide by the policy.

The commission shall retain on file the statement required pursuant to paragraph (9) of this subsection and any
renewal statements under subsection (d) of this Code section for the duration of the lobbyist’s registration period.
A copy of such statement shall be sent to the Legidative Fiscal Office.

(c) Thelobbyist shall, prior to any substantial or material change or addition in their registration, file a supplemental
registration indicating such substantial or material change or addition to the registration prior to its expiration.
Previoudly filed information may be incorporated by reference. Substantial or material changes or additions shall
include, but are not limited to, the pertinent information concerning changes or additions to client and employment
information required by paragraphs (2), (3), (4), (6), and (7) and conviction status required by paragraph (8) of
subsection (b) of this Code section.

(d) Each registration under this Code section shall expire on December 31 of each year. The commission may
establish renewal procedures for those applicants desiring continuous registrations. Previoudly filed information may
be incorporated by reference; provided, however, that the statement regarding the sexua harassment policy required
under paragraph (9) of subsection (b) of this Code section shall be signed and filed each year as a part of the renewal
process.

(e) The commission shall provide a suitable public docket for registration under this Code section with appropriate
indices and shall enter promptly therein the names of the lobbyists and the organizations they represent.

(f)

(1) Each person registering under this Code section shall pay the registration fees set forth in paragraph (2) of this
subsection; provided, however, that a person who represents any state, county, municipal, or public agency,
department, commission, or authority shall be exempted from payment of such registration fees.

@)
(A) There shall be no charge for annual lobbyist registration or renewal filed pursuant to this Code section;
provided, however, that the commission shall set, collect, and retain the fees for the following items:
(i) Lobbyist identification card issued pursuant to this Code section;
(if) Lobbyist supplemental registration filed pursuant to this Code section; and
(iii) Each replacement of alobbyist identification card issued pursuant to this Code section.
(B)

(i) For reports filed when the General Assembly is not in session, in addition to other penalties provided
under this chapter, alate fee of $275.00 shall be imposed for each report that is filed late. In addition, a
late fee of $1,000.00 shall be imposed on the fifteenth day after the due date for such report if the report
has not been filed. A late fee of $10,000.00 shall be imposed on the forty-fifth day after the due date for
such report if the report has not been filed.

(il) The commission shall retain $25.00 of the first late fee received for processing pursuant to the
provisions of Code Section 45-12-92.1.

©)
(i) For reports filed when the General Assembly isin session, in addition to other penalties provided
under this chapter, alate fee of $275.00 shall be imposed for each report that isfiled late. In addition, a
late fee of $1,000.00 shall be imposed on the seventh day after the due date for such report if the report

has not been filed. A late fee of $10,000.00 shall be imposed on the twenty-first day after the due date for
such report if the report has not been filed.
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(if) The commission shall retain $25.00 of the first late fee received for processing pursuant to the
provisions of Code Section 45-12-92.1.

(g) Assoon as practicable after registering any such person, the commission shall issue to such person an
identification card which shall have printed thereon the name of the lobbyist, a color photograph of the lobbyist, and
the person or agency such lobbyist represents, provided that, when any such person represents more than one entity,
such identification card shall have printed thereon the name of the registered person and the word “LOBBY IST.” Each
lobbyist while engaged in lobbying at the capitol or in a government facility shall display said identificationina
readily visible manner.

(h) The commission shall regularly publish in print or electronically public rosters of lobbyists along with the
respective persons, firms, corporations, associations, agencies, or governmental entities they represent. During
sessions of the General Assembly, the commission shall weekly report to the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
the Secretary of the Senate, and the Governor those persons who have registered as lobbyists since the convening of
the General Assembly. The commission shall be authorized to charge areasonable fee for providing copies of the
roster to the public.

(i) Theregistration provisions of this Code section shall not apply to:

(1) Any individual who communicates personal views, interests, or professional opinions on that individual’s
own behalf to any public officer;

(2.2)An employee or independent contractor of avendor who solely participatesin soliciting abid or in preparing
awritten bid, written proposal, or other document relating to a potential contract with a state or local government
agency or a bonafide salesperson who sellsto or contracts with a state or local government agency for goods or
services, is not hired specifically to undertake influencing a public officer or state agency in the selection of a
vendor to supply any goods or services to any state agency, and does not engage in other activities which would
make such person alobbyist;

(2) Any person who isinvited by a public agency or governmental entity to appear before acommittee or at a
hearing of such agency or entity, including but not limited to a committee of either chamber of the General
Assembly or ajoint committee thereof, for the purpose of giving testimony so long as such person clearly
identifies himself or herself and the interested party on whose behalf he or sheis testifying;

(3) Any person who isinvited to furnish information upon the specific request of a public agency or
governmental entity, including but not limited to a committee of either chamber of the General Assembly or a
joint committee thereof, so long as such person clearly identifies himself or herself and the interested party on
whose behalf he or she furnishes such information;

(3.1)Any individual who is not compensated for the specific purpose of lobbying, does not incur more than
$250.00 per caendar year in reimbursable lobbying expenditures, and is a member, director, trustee, officer, or
committee member of a business, trade, labor, farm, professional, religious, educational, or charitable association,
foundation, or organization which employs or contracts with aregistered lobbyist for the purpose of lobbying;

(4) Any licensed attorney appearing on behalf of or representing a client, and any staff employed by such
attorney, when such attorney is not compensated for the specific purpose of lobbying;

(5) Any person employed or appointed by alobbyist registered pursuant to this Code section whose duties and
activities do not include lobbying;

(6) Elected public officers or appointed public officials performing the official duties of their public office or
position;

(6.1)Any employee of the executive or judicial branch of state government; provided, however, that when such an
employee is acting on behalf of such government employer, meeting with or appearing before a public officer
other than one from the same branch of government which employs such employee, and engaged in activity for
which registration would otherwise be required under this Code section, such employee shall be required to
display an identification card, issued by such employer, which shall have printed thereon the employee's name
and the name of the employer; or
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(7) Any public employee, aide, or intern who performs services at the direction of a member of the General
Assembly including, but not limited to, drafting petitions, bills, or resolutions; attending the taking of testimony;
collating facts; preparing arguments and memorials and submitting them orally or in writing to a committee or
member of the General Assembly; and other services of like character intended to reach the reason of the
legidlators.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-71, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 16; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, § 14; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 21/HB 48; Ga.
L. 2010, p. 9, 8 1-49/HB 1055; Ga. L. 2010, p. 838, § 10/SB 388; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 21/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 8/HB
232; Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, 8§ 5/HB 142; Ga. L. 2016, p. 173, 8 11/SB 199; Ga. L. 2017, p. 774, § 21/HB 323; Ga. L. 2018, p. 994,
8 1/HB 973; Ga. L. 2022, § 13/SB 120, effective March 2, 2022.

Annotations

Notes

The 2017 amendment, effective May 9, 2017, part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct the Code, added “or” at the end
of paragraph (i)(6.1).

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, deleted “and” at the end of paragraph (b)(7); added “; and” at the end of
paragraph (b)(8); added paragraph (b)(9); and added the proviso at the end of subsection (d).

The 2022 amendment, effective March 2, 2022, inserted “in their registration” in the first sentence in subsection (c).
Code Commission notes.

The amendments to subparagraphs (f)(2)(D) and (f)(2)(E) of this Code section by Ga. L. 2010, p. 9, § 1-49, irreconcilably
conflicted with and were treated as superseded by Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 21. See County of Butts v. Strahan, 151 Ga. 417
(1921); Keener v. McDougall, 232 Ga. 273 (1974).

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe ‘ Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.”>”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 304/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall become effective on
January 10, 2011, and shall apply to al reports filed on and after such date; provided, however, that if Code Section 45-12-92.1
as enacted by HB 1055 at the regular session of the 2010 General Assembly does not become law, then the following
provisions as enacted by this Act shall not become effective and shall be reserved instead: paragraph (2) of subsection (k) of
Code Section 21-5-34; paragraph (2) of subsection (f) of Code Section 21-5-50; division (f)(2)(D)(ii) of Code Section 21-5-71;
and division (f)(2)(E)(ii) of Code Section 21-5-71." HB 1055 became effective May 12, 2010.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides. “This Act shall become effective upon its
approva by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

Ga. L. 2022, p. sh120, § 1/SB 120, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This act shall be known as and may be
cited as the ‘ Ethicsin Government Act of 2021."”
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Opinion Notes

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Editor’s notes.

In light of the similarity of the statutory provisions, opinions decided under former Code 1933, § 47-1002 and former Code
Section 28-7-2 are included in the annotations for this Code section.

Compensated officers of unions and business or ganizations. —
Compensated officers of unions or business organizations who express their opinions on proposed or pending legislation to

members of the General Assembly on behalf of such entities must register as lobbyists in accordance with the Public Officials
Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1992, O.C.G.A. § 21-5-70 et seg. 1993 Op. Att'y Gen. No. U93-2.

Nonresident lobbyists must register. —

Persons, who reside outside of the state and who desire to aid or oppose legislation, must register regardless of whether they
intend to appear in person to speak with members of the General Assembly. 1988 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 88-23 (decided under
former § 28-7-2).

It isunnecessary for a person to appear in person in order to register

so long as the person files a writing containing the required information. 1988 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 88-23 (decided under former
§28-7-2).

Time of issuance of registration card. —

Person does not have to be issued identification card immediately upon registration, but must be issued an identification card as
soon asiit is feasible to do so. The Secretary of State may make a provision for the issuance of a picture identification card in
addition to the card provided for by statute. 1988 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 88-23 (decided under former § 28-7-2).

Exemptions from registration. —

State, county and city officials, employees and their representatives who intend, in their official capacities, to aid or oppose the
enactment of any bill by either House of the General Assembly are not required to register with the Secretary of State, since
nothing in the chapter, or in former subsection (a) of former Code 1933, § 47-1002, specifically made the statute applicable to
the state or its political subdivisions. 1975 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 75-28 (decided under former Code 1933, § 47-1002).

To the extent that an organization is comprised solely of political subdivisions and the elected representatives thereof, and is
funded solely from public funds paid by the political subdivisions represented by the organization, the exemption given
officials and employees of political subdivisions would extend to such organizations. 1975 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 75-28 (decided
under former Code 1933, § 47-1002).

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article on the 2013 amendment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).
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RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am.Jur.2d. —

17A Am. Jur. 2d, Contracts, § 266 et seq.

CJS —

16D C.J.S., Condtitutional Law, § 2241. 17 C.J.S,, Contracts, §§ 284, 285.
ALR. —

Validity of lobbying contracts, 67 A.L.R. 684.

Validity, construction, and application of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying and lobbying contracts, 35
AL.R6th 1.
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
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21-5-72. Denial, suspension, or revocation of registration; reinstatement; civil
penalty.

(a) Inaddition to other penalties provided in this article, the commission may by order deny, suspend, or revoke for a
period not to exceed one year the registration of alobbyist if it finds that the lobbyist:

(1) Hasfiled an application for registration with the commission which was incomplete in a material respect or
contained a statement that was, in light of the circumstances under which it was made, false or misleading with
respect to amaterial fact;

(2) Haswillfully violated or willfully failed to comply with this article or arule promulgated by the commission
under this article;

(3) Hasfailed to comply with the reporting requirements of this article; or
(4) Hasengaged in lobbying practicesin violation of this article.

(b) Application may be made to the commission for reinstatement. Such reinstatement shall be conducted in the same
manner as required for an initial registration under this article and shall be conditioned upon payment of the same
registration fees applicable to an initial registration and also any outstanding penalty fees.

(c) Any person failing to comply with or violating any of the provisions of this article shall be subject to a civil
penalty not to exceed $2,000.00 per violation.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-72, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 16.

Annotations

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR.—

Validity, construction, and application of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying and lobbying contracts, 35
A.L.R6th 1.
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21-5-72.1. Regulation of certain contact between lobbyists and members of the
General Assembly; making or acceptance of certain expenditures.

(a) No person who isrequired by the law of this state to register as alobbyist shall meet at the state capitol, Coverdell
Legislative Office Building, or other state government facility with any member of the General Assembly to discuss
the promotion or opposition of the passage of any legislation by the General Assembly, or any committee of either
chamber or ajoint committee thereof, or the override of a veto unless such person either is wearing his or her valid
official registered lobbyist badge or is aresident of the House or Senate district which such member represents.

(b)
(1) No person who isregistered as alobbyist under Code Section 21-5-71 shall make any expenditure.

(2) No public officer shall with actual knowledge accept any expenditure from a person who isregistered as a
lobbyist under Code Section 21-5-71.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-72.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, § 6/HB 142.

Annotations

Resear ch References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on the 2013 enactment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).
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21-5-73. Disclosurereports.

(a) Eachlobbyist registered under this article shall file disclosure reports as provided for in this Code section in the
electronic format specified by the commission.

(b) A personwho isrequired to register under this article and lobbies to promote or oppose the passage of any
legislation by the General Assembly, or any committee of either chamber or ajoint committee thereof, or the approval
or veto of legidation by the Governor shall file asemimonthly disclosure report on the first and fifteenth day of each
month, current through the end of the preceding report, beginning January 15 and continuing throughout the period
that the General Assembly isin session.

(c) A personwhoisrequired to register under this article and lobbies to promote or oppose the passage of any
ordinance or resolution by a public officer specified under subparagraph (F) or (G) of paragraph (22) of Code Section
21-5-3, or any committee of such public officers, or the approval or veto of any such ordinance or resolution shall:

(1) Fileadisclosure report, current through the end of the preceding month, on or before the fifth day of May,
September, and January of each year instead of the reports required by subsections (b) and (d) of this Code
section; and

(2) Filesuch report with the commission, file a copy of such report with the election superintendent of each
county involved if the report contains any |obbying expenditures relating to county or county school district
affairs, and file a copy of such report with the municipal clerk (or if thereis no municipa clerk, with the chief
executive officer of the municipality) of each municipality involved if the report contains any lobbying
expenditures relating to municipal affairs or independent school district affairs.

(d) A personwhoisrequired to register under this article and:

(1) Lobbiesto promote or oppose the passage of any legislation by the General Assembly, or any committee of
either chamber or ajoint committee thereof, or the approval or veto of legislation by the Governor;

(2) Asanemployee of the executive branch or judicial branch of local government, lobbies to promote or oppose
the passage of any ordinance or resolution by a public officer specified under subparagraph (F) or (G) of
paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, or any committee of such public officers, or the approval or veto of any
such ordinance or resolution;

(3) Lobbiestoinfluence a public officer or state agency in the selection of avendor to supply any goods or
services to any state agency; or

(4) Lobbiesto promote or oppose any matter before the State Transportation Board

shall file amonthly disclosure report, current through the end of the preceding period, on or before the fifth day of
each month; provided, however, that such monthly reports shall not be filed during any period that the lobbyist
files a semimonthly report pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section.
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(e) Reportsfiled by lobbyists shall be verified and shall include:

(1) A description of all lobbying expenditures described in subparagraphs (D), (F), and (G) of paragraph (4.1) of
Code Section 21-5-70, or the value thereof made on behalf of or for the benefit of a public officer or on behalf of
or for the benefit of a public employee for the purpose of influencing a public officer by the lobbyist or employees
of the lobbyist or by any person on whose behalf the lobbyist is registered if the lobbyist has actual knowledge of
such lobbying expenditure. The description of each reported lobbying expenditure shall include:

(A) The name and title of the public officer or public employee or, if the lobbying expenditureis
simultaneously incurred for an identifiable group of public officers or public employees the individual
identification of whom would be impractical, a general description of that identifiable group;

(B) Theamount, date, and description of the lobbying expenditure and a summary of all spending classified
by category. Such categories shall include meals, lodging, travel, and tickets;

(C) The aggregate lobbying expenditures described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (4.1) of Code Section
21-5-70 incurred during the reporting period; provided, however, that expenses for travel and for food,
beverage, and lodging in connection therewith afforded a public officer or public employee shall be reported
in the same manner as under subparagraphs (A), (B), and (D) of this paragraph;

(D) If applicable, the number of the bill, resolution, ordinance, or regulation pending before the
governmental entity in support of or opposition to which the lobbying expenditure was made; and

(E) If applicable, the rule or regulation number or description of the rule or regulation pending before the
state agency in support of or opposition to which the lobbying expenditure was made;

(1.1)In any case where |obbying expenditures are reported pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of this
subsection for an identifiable group not listed in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (4.1) of Code Section 21-5-70, the
lobbyist shall certify on the disclosure report that no lobbying expenditure made on behalf of or for the benefit of
any individual public officer exceeded $75.00;

(2) For those who are required to register under this article and lobby to influence a public officer or state agency
in the selection of avendor to supply any goods or services to any state agency, the name of any vendor or
vendors for which the lobbyist undertook to influence the awarding of a contract or contracts by any state agency
together with a description of the contract or contracts and the monetary amount of the contract or contracts; and

(3) For those who are required to register under this article and lobby to promote or oppose the passage of any
rule or regulation of any state agency, the name of the individual or entity for which the lobbyist undertook to
influence the rule or regulation of a state agency.

(f) The reportsrequired by this article shall be in addition to any reports required under Code Section 45-1-6, relating
to required reports by state vendors of gifts to public employees. Compliance with this Code section shall not excuse
noncompliance with that Code section, and compliance with that Code section shall not excuse noncompliance with
this Code section, notwithstanding the fact that in some cases the same information may be required to be disclosed
under both Code sections.

(g) Theelectronic filing of any disclosure report required by this article shall constitute an affirmation that such report
istrue, complete, and correct.

(h) Reserved.

(i) All lobbyists shall have a grace period of three business daysin filing all disclosure reports.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-73, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 1075, § 16; Ga. L. 1994, p. 258, 88 15, 16; Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 22/HB 48;
Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 22/SB 17; Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 9/HB 232; Ga. L. 2011, p. 569, § 4/SB 160; Ga. L. 2013, p. 540, § 7/HB
142; Ga. L. 2019, p. 1056, § 21/SB 52.
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Annotations

Notes

The 2019 amendment, effective May 12, 2019, part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct the Code, in paragraph
(e)(1.1), substituted “this subsection” for “this Code section” and “subparagraph (D) of paragraph (4.1)” for “subparagraph (D)
of paragraph (1)”.

Code Commission notes.

Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 2013, a semicolon was substituted for the period at the end of paragraph (e)(1.1).

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.””

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.

Ga. L. 2011, p. 19, § 10/HB 232, not codified by the General Assembly, provides. “This Act shall become effective upon its
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. It is the express intention of the General Assembly
that this Act be applied retroactively to January 10, 2011, as well as prospectively.” This Act became effective March 15, 2011.

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 amendment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

For article on the 2013 amendment of this Code section, see 30 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 129 (2013).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. —

Validity, construction, and application of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying and lobbying contracts, 35
AL.R6th 1.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A. Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

O.C.G.A Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 4
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.
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(Arts. 1 —4) > Article4 Public Officials Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure (88 21-5-70 — 21-5-76)

21-5-74. Postemployment restrictions on lobbyists.

A lobbyist shall not be eligible for executive appointment to any board, authority, commission, or bureau created and
established by the laws of this state which regulates the activities of a business, firm, corporation, or agency that the
lobbyist represented until one year after the expiration of the lobbyist’s registration for that business, firm,
corporation, or agency.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-74, enacted by Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 23/HB 48.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Research References & Practice Aids

L aw reviews.

For article on the 2005 enactment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. &. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).
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Validity, construction, and application of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying and lobbying contracts, 35
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Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
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21-5-75. Postemployment restrictions on public officers.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, on and after January 8, 2007, persons identified in
subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3 and the executive director of each state
board, commission, or authority shall be prohibited from registering as alobbyist or engaging in lobbying under this
article for aperiod of one year after terminating such employment or leaving such office.

(b) Thelobbying prohibition contained in subsection (a) of this Code section shall not apply to persons who terminate
such employment or leave such office but who remain employed in state government.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-75, enacted by Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 23/HB 48.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Research References & Practice Aids

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 enactment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. &. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).
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O.C.G.A.821-5-76

Current through House Bills 1, 383, 907, 1042, 1059, 1069, 1103, 1146, 1178, 1183, 1186, 1193, 1194, 1276, 1283, 1303,
1335, 1361 and Senate Bill 472 of the 2022 Regular Session of the General Assembly. The Georgia Office of Legidative
Counsel, pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, may make editorial changes to this version and may relocate or redesignate text.
Those changes will appear on Lexis Advance after the publication of the replacement volumes and supplements. Until the
annual issuance of the certified volumes and supplements, references to the updates made by the most recent legislative session
should be to the Session Laws in conjunction with the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

Official Code of Georgia Annotated > TITLE 21 Elections (Chs. 1 —5) > CHAPTER 5 Ethicsin Government
(Arts. 1— 4) > Article4 Public Officials Conduct and Lobbyist Disclosure (88 21-5-70 — 21-5-76)

21-5-76. Contingent feesfor lobbying prohibited; unauthorized persons on the floor
whilethe General Assembly isin session.

(a) No person, firm, corporation, or association shall retain or employ alobbyist for compensation contingent, in
whole or in part, upon the passage or defeat of any legislative measure, upon the adoption or decision not to adopt any
state agency rule or regulation, or upon the granting or awarding of any state contract. No lobbyist shall be employed
for compensation contingent, in whole or in part, upon the passage or defeat of any legidlation, upon the adoption or
decision not to adopt any state agency rule or regulation, or upon the granting or awarding of any state contract.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person registered pursuant to the requirements of this article or for any other person,
except as authorized by the rules of the House of Representatives or Senate, to be on the floor of either chamber of the
General Assembly while the sameisin session.

History

Code 1981, § 21-5-76, enacted by Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 23/HB 48; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 23/SB 17.

Annotations

Notes

Editor’s notes.

Ga. L. 2005, p. 859, § 28/HB 48, not codified by the General Assembly, provides that the Act shall not apply to any violation
occurring prior to January 9, 2006.

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 1/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: “This Act shall be known and may be cited
asthe * Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act of 2010.” ”

Ga. L. 2010, p. 1173, § 30/SB 17, not codified by the General Assembly, provides, in part, that the amendment to this Code
section appliesto al reportsfiled on and after January 10, 2011.
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Page 2 of 2
O.C.G.A.821-5-76

Law reviews.

For article on the 2005 enactment of this Code section, see 22 Ga. S. U. L. Rev. 119 (2005).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. —

Validity, construction, and application of state and municipal enactments regulating lobbying and lobbying contracts, 35
AL.R6th 1.

Hierarchy Notes:
O.C.G.A Title21

O.C.G.A Title21,Ch.5

O.C.G.A. Title21, Ch. 5, Art. 4

Official Code of Georgia Annotated
Copyright © 2022 No copyright claimed in original government works. Matthew Bender and Company, Inc. retains copyright in case annotations and research
references independently created by publisher. All rights reserved.
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