
 

 

CITY OF DAHLONEGA 

Historic Preservation Commission Special 
Called Meeting Agenda 

October 10, 2024, 6:00 PM 

City Hall - Mayor McCullough Council Chamber 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Council 
meetings should notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 706-864-6133. 

Vision – Dahlonega will be the most welcoming, thriving, and inspiring community in North Georgia 

Mission Statement - Dahlonega, a City of Excellence, will provide quality services through ethical 
leadership and fiscal stability, in full partnership with the people who choose to live, work, and visit. 
Through this commitment, we respect and uphold our rural Appalachian setting to honor our thriving 
community of historical significance, academic excellence, and military renown. 

CALL TO ORDER 

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. COA CASES FOR APPROPRIATENESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. COA Cases for Appropriateness: 

(COA-24-8) J. Allen Head has applied for a certificate of appropriateness to 
whitewash the exterior walls of the principal building at 75 Grove Street North, 
Dahlonega, GA 30533 (parcel D11 044). 

Zachary Lloyd, CPL 

2. DESIGN AND REVIEW OF PROJECTS  

ADJOURNMENT  

 

 

 

Guideline Principles - The City of Dahlonega will be an open, honest, and responsive city that balances 
preservation and growth and delivers quality services fairly and equitably by being good stewards of its 
resources. To ensure the vibrancy of our community, Dahlonega commits to Transparency and 
Honesty, Dedication and Responsibility, Preservation and Sustainability, Safety and Welfare …for ALL! 
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STAFF REPORT FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATNESS (COA) 

 

Case: COA-24-8 

Parcel I.D.: D11 044 

Address: 75 Grove Street North 

Petitioner: J. Allen Head 

Voting Session Date: October 10, 2024 

Zoning District: CBD: Central Business District 

The Central Business District is intended to establish and preserve a compact central 

business district convenient and attractive for a wide range of retail uses, business 

transactions, government and professional offices, places of amusement, employment 

activities, and services to the public designed primarily to meet the day-to-day retail and 

service needs of residents of the City of Dahlonega. 

Request: 

Whitewash the exterior walls of the principal building. 

Findings and Analysis:  

Section 109-20(d) of the City of Dahlonega Historic Preservation Ordinance authorizes 

the Dahlonega Historic Preservation Commission to review applications for Certificate of 

Appropriateness (COA). Section 2502 of the Dahlonega Zoning Ordinance requires the 

approval of a COA prior to new construction and material changes (including painting) in 

appearance for any building within a designated Historic District.  

The applicant proposes to whitewash the exterior walls of the principal building located 

at 75 Grove Street North. Specifically, the applicant indicates that all of the brick 

masonry exterior would be coated with a “white washed paint.” The applicant describes 

this medium as an “exterior paint combining equal parts of paint and water.” Presently, 

the exterior brick walls of the subject building are not painted or whitewashed; therefore, 
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this proposal is considered a material change in appearance of the building exterior, 

necessitating this COA request. 

The Lumpkin County Board of Assessors indicates that the subject building was 

constructed in 1976. The site has a history of personal service, financial, retail, and 

gasoline sale uses. 

On August 26, 2024, a COA application regarding the subject site, initiated by the same 

applicant, was decided upon by the Historic Preservation Commission. This previous 

application, COA-24-4, was to paint the exterior walls and roof of the subject building. 

The Commission issued an approval with modifications in response to this request. The 

request was modified so that “only the roof [can] be painted.” As a result, a COA was 

granted to paint the roof of the structure, excluding the exterior walls.  

In addition to this application, a COA request has been initiated by a different party to 

install one (1) wall sign on the front façade of the subject building. 

Pursuant to the Dahlonega Historic District Design Guidelines, staff has identified the 

following to be brought to the attention of the Commission: 

4.6 Exterior Walls and Trim 

It is not appropriate to paint or coat an unpainted brick exterior wall which is not 

historically coated. Records indicate that the exterior walls of the subject building have 

not been painted or coated previously.  

4.7 Brick and Masonry 

This section reiterates that it is not appropriate to paint historically unpainted brick and 

masonry surfaces. 

4.9 Paint and Paint Colors: 

Regardless of color, it is not appropriate to apply coatings to materials which are 

historically not coated.  

The contents of Section 4 – Building Exterior, repeatedly discourage the coating of brick 

exteriors. However, “whitewash” is not specifically regulated or mentioned.  

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends denial of the requested COA, because the coating of originally 

unpainted masonry, as proposed by the applicant, is not consistent with historic district 

design guidelines 4.6, 4.7, and 4.9. 
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